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One law, and one manner ſhall be for you, and for 
the ftranger that ſjourneth with you ; and tbere- 
fore, all things whatſoever ye would that men. 


ſhould do to you, do. ye even fo to them. Wo 
Numb. xv. 16.— Math. vii, 12. 


8 ſeveral learned gentlemen of diſtinguiſhed 
abilities, as well as eminent for their great 
humanity, liberality and candour, have written 
variqus elſays that infamous traffic of the 
African Slave NN. carried on with the Weſt- 
India planters and merchants to the great ſhame 

and aiſg race of all Chriſtian nations wherever it is 
admitted | any of their territories, or in any I 
place or 0 amongſt them; it cannot be | 
Ernie that I ſhould thankfully acknowledge theſe i 
truly worthy and humane gentlemen with the | 
warmeſt ſenſe of gratitude, for their yams 
and laudable endeavours towards a total ſuppreſ- 
ſion of that infamous and iniquitous trafic of 
ſtealing, kid-napping, bupins⸗ lelling, and cruel- 

ly *** men! 
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Thoſe who have endeavoured to reſtore to their 
fellow-creatures the common rights of nature, of 
which WR Bn WE-Paot ynſorgupgie Black Fro: 
ple have been ſo unjuſtly deprived, cannot fail in 
meeting with the applauſe of all good men, and 
the approbation of that which will for ever 1e- 
dound to their honor; they have the warrant of 
that which-1s divine: Open 7 outh, judge rigbi- 
eouſly, plead the cauſe be 2 ned, P fir the 
liberal deviſeth liberal things, and by liberal things 
ſhall and.” Andwthey can ſay with the pious Job, 
Did not I weep for bim that was in trouble; was 
nos. my ſoul grieved for the poor? 

The kind” exertions of many benevolent and 
humane gerittemen, againſt the iniquitous traffic 
of flavery and qppteſſſon, has been attended with 
much good te Many, and muſt redound with 
great honor t themſelyes, to humanity and their 
country ; their laudable ehdeavours have been 
productive of the moſt beneficent N in pre- 
venting that Kae barbarity fro ang place 
in free countries at home. Ih i: 5 | as % 
many other re 125 there is, ne clafe of people 
(whoſe We IF 0 probity and himahity. are well 
known) who are worthy of univetfal approbation 
and imitation, becauſe, like men of Fre "an 


humanity, they have jointly Agreed to carry gh no 


flavery and ſavage barbarity among them; and, 
ſince the laſt war, ſome mitigation of flavery has 
been obtained in ſome reſpeQiye, diſtri ts of Atme 
rica, though not in proportion to their own, vautit- 
ed claims of freedom); but it is to be haped, rhat 
they will yet ge on to make à further e 
reformation. However, notwithſtanding all that 
has been done and written agafnſt it, that brutifh. 
barbarity, and unparalelled injuſtice, is fill 14 
. ri 
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ried on to very great extent in the colonies, and 
with an avidity as inſidious, cruel and oppreſſive 
as ever, The longer that men continue in. the 
practice of evil and wickedneſs, they grow the 
more abandoned ; for nothing in hiſtory can equal 
the barbarity and cruelty of the tortures and mur- 
ders committed under various pretences in mo- 
dern ſlavery, except the annals of the Inquiſition 
and the bloody edicts of Popiſh maſſacres. 

It is therefore manifeſt, that ſomething elſe 
ought yet to be done; and what is required, is 
evidently the incumbent duty of all men of en- 
lightened underſtanding, and of every man that 
has any claim or affinity to the name of Chriſtian, 
that the baſe treatment which the African Slaves 
undergo, ought to be aboliſned; and it is more- 
over evident, that the whole, or any part of that 
iniquitous traffic of ſlavery, can no where, or in 
any degree, be admitted, but among thoſe who 
muſt eventually reſign their on claim to any de- 
gree of ſenſibility and humanity, for that of bar» 
barians and ruffians. | x" I 

But it would be needleſs to arrange an hiſtory 
of all the baſe treatment which the African Slaves 
are ſubjected to, in order to ſhew the exceeding 


wickedneſs and evil of that inſidious traffic, as the 


whole may eaſily appear in every part, and at 
every view, to be wholly and totally inimical to 
every idea of juſtice, equity, reaſon and huma- 
nity. What I intend to advance againſt that 
evil, criminal and wicked traffic of enſlaving men, 
are only ſome Thoughts and Sentiments which 
occur to me, as being obvious ftom the Scrip- 
tures of Divine Truth, or fuch arguments as are 
chiefly deduced from thence, with other ſuch ob- 
ſervations as I have been able to collect. — 
B 2 0 
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of theſe obſervations may lead into a larger field 
of confideration, than that of the African Slave 
Trade alone; but - thoſe cauſes from wherever 
they originate, and become the production of 


| lavery, the evil effects produced by it, muſt ſhew 


that its origin and ſource is of a wicked and cri- 
minal nature. Get te 

No neceſſity, or any ſituation of men, however 
poor, pitiful and wretched they may be, can war- 
rant them to rob others, or oblige them to be- 
come thieves, becauſe they are poor, miſerable 
and wretched : But the robbers of men, the kid- 
nappers, enſnarers and ſlave-holders, who take 
away the common rights and priviteges of others 
to ſupport and enrich themſelves, are univerſally 
thoſe pitiful and: deteſtable wretches ; for the en- 
ſnaring of others, and taking away their liberty 
by ſlavery and oppreſſion, is the worſt kind of 
robbery, as moſt oppoſite to every precept and 
injunction of the Divine Law, and contrary to 
that command which-enjoins that a men ſhould 
love their neighbours as themſelves, and hat they 
ſhould do unto others, as they would that men ſhould 
do to them, As to any other laws that ſlaver 
holders may make among themſelves, as reſpect- 
ing ſlaves, they can be of no better kind, nor give 
them any better character, than what is implied 
in the common report—that there may be ſome 
honeſty among thieves, This may ſeem a harſh 


compariſon, but the parallel is ſo coincident that, 
I muſt ſay, 1 can find no other way of expreſ- 


ſing my Thoughts and Sentiments, without ma- 
king uſe of ſome harſh words and compariſons 
againſt the carriers on of ſuch abandoned wicked- 


neſs. But, in this little undertaking,” 1 muſt 


humbly hope the impartial reader will cxcuſe ſuch 
| defects 
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defects as may ariſe from want of better educa- 
tion; and as to the reſentment of thoſe who can 
lay their cruel laſh upon the backs of thouſands, 
for a thouſand times lefs crimes than writi 
againſt their enormous wickedneſs and bru 
avarice, is what I may be ſure to meet with, | 
However, it cannot but be very diſcouraging 
to a man of my complexion in ſuch an attempt 
as this, to meet with the evil aſperſions of ſome 
men, who ſay, That an African is not entitled 
to any competent degree of knowledge, or ca- 
*.pable of imbibing any ſentiments of probity ; 
and that nature deſigned him for ſome inferior 
F* link in the chain, fitted only to be a ſlave.” 
But when I meet with thoſe who make no ſcruple 
to deal with the human ſpecies, as with the, beaſts 
of the earth, I muſt think them not only brutiſh, 
but wicked and baſe; and that their aſperſions 
are inſidious and falſe: And if ſuch men can boaſt 
of greater degrees of knowledge, than any African 
is entitled to, I ſhall let them enjoy all the ad- 
vantages of it unenvied, as I fear it eonſiſts only 
in a greater ſhare of infidelity, and that of a 
blacker kind than only ſkin deep. And if their 
complexion be not what I may ſuppoſe, it is at 
Jeaſt the neareſt in reſemblance to an infernal hue. 
A good man will neither ſpeak nor do as a bad 
man will; but if a man is bad. it makes no dit- 

ference whether he be a black or a white devil. 
By ſome of ſuch complexion, as whether black 
or white it matters not, I was early ſnatched away 
from my native country, with about eighteen'or 
twenty. more boys and girls, as we were playing 
in a field. We lived but a few days journey from 
the coaſt where we were kid-napped, and as we 
were decoyed and drove along, we were ſoon con- 
B 3 ducted 
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ducted to a factory, and from thence, in the fa- 
ſhionable way of traffic, conſigned to Grenada. 
Perhaps it may not be amiſs to give a few re- 


marks, as ſome account of myſelf, in this tranſ- 


pofition of captivity. 

I was born in the city of Agimaque, on the 
coaſt of Fantyn; my father was a companion to 
the chief in that part of the country of Fantee, 
and when the old king died 1 was left in his houſe 
with his family; ſoon after I was ſent for by his 
nephew, Ambro Accaſa, who ſucceeded the old 
King in the chiefdom of that part of Fantee 
known by the name of Agimaque and Aſſiner. I 
lived with his children, enjoying peace and tran- 
quillity, about twenty moons, which, according 
to their way of reckoning time, is two years. I 
was ſent for to viſit an uncle, who lived at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance from Agimaque. The firſt day 
after we ſet out we arrived at Aſſinee, and the 
third day at my uncle's habitation, where I lived 
about three months, and was then thinking of re- 
turning to my father and young companion at 
Agimaque; but by this time 1 had got well ac- 
quainted with ſome of the children of my uncle's 
hundreds of relations, and we were ſome days too 
venturfome in going into the woods to gather fruit 
and catch birds, and ſuch amuſements as pleaſed 
us. One day I refuſed to go with the reſt, being 
rather apprehenſive that fomething might happen 
to us; till one of my play-fellows ſaid to me, 
becauſe you belong to the great men, you are 
afraid to venture your - carcaſe, or elſe of the 
bounſam, which is the devil. This enraged me ſo 
much, that I ſet a reſolution to join the reſt, and 
we went into the woods as uſual; but we had not 


been above two hours before our troubles vegan, 
| when 


6 ww * — Pen” 


av BW = _ za  -£ £m i aA cc Aqmc ir. Aa dt Ate. :; 


E 


oN TH EVIL or SLAVERE» 7 


when ſeveral great ruffians came upon us ſudden- 
ly, and faid we had committed a fault againſt 
their lord, and we muſt go and anſwer fare our- 


ſclves before him. 
Some of us attempted in vain to run away, but 


piſtols and cut laſſes were ſoon introduced, threat | 


ening, that if we offered to ſtir we ſhould all he 
dead on the ſpot. One of them pretended to be 
more friendly than the reſt, and ſaid, that he 


would ſpeak to their lord to get us clear, and de- 


fired that we ſhould'follow him ; we were then 
immediately divided into different parties, and 
drove after him. We. were ſoon led out of the 
way which we knew, and towards the evening, as 
we came in fight of a town, they told us that this 
great man of t theirs lived there, bur Fetended it 
as too tate to go and ſee him that night; Next 
— there came three other men, whoſe lan- 
e differed from ours, and ſpoke to ſome of 
= e who watched us all-the night, but he that 
pretended to be our friend with the great man, 
and ſome others, were gone away. We aſked our 


1 . 


keepers what theſe men had been ſaying to them, 


and they anſwered, that they had been aſking 
them, and us together, to go and feaſt with — 
that day, and that we muſt put off ſeeing the 
great man till after; little thinking that our 
doom was ſo nigh, or that theſe villains meant ra 
teaſt on us as their prey. We went with them 
again about half a day's journey, and came to a 
great multitude of people, having different mulic 
playing; and all the day after we got there, we 
were very merry with the muſic, dancing and 
linging. Towards the evening, we were again 
perſuaded that we could not get back to where 
the great man lived till next day; and when bed- 
time 
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time came, we were ſeparated into different houſes 
© with different people, When the next morning 
came, I aſked for the men that brought me there, 
and for the reſt of my companions; and I was 
told that they were gone to the ſea fide to bring 
home ſome rum, guns and powder, and that ſome 
of my companions were gone with them, and that 
fome were gone to the fields to do ſomething 
or other. This gave me ſtrong ſuſpicion that 
there was ſome treachery in the caſe, and I began 
to think that my hopes of returning home again 
were all over. I ſoon became very uneaſy, not 
knowing what to do, and refuſed to eat or drink 
for whole days together, till the man of the houſe 
told ing chat he would do all in his power to get 
me back d my uncle; then I eat a little fruit 
with him, and had ſome thoughts that I ſhould be 
ſought after, as I would be then miſſing at home 
about five or ſix days. I enquired every day if 
the men had come back, and for the reſt of my 
companions, but could get no anſwer of any faris- 
faction. I was kept about ſix days at this man's 
houſe, and in the evening there was another man 
came and talked with him a good while, and I 
heard the one fay to the other he muſt go, and 
the other ſaid the ſooner the better ; that man 
came out and told me that he knew my relations 
at Agimaque, and that we muſt ſet out to-morrow 
morning, and he would convey me there. Ac- 
cordingly we ſet out next day, and travelled till 
dark, when we came to a place where we had 
ſome ſupper and ſlept. He carried a large bag 
with ſome gold duſt, which he ſaid he had to buy 
ſome goods at rhe ſea ſide to take with him to 
Agimaque, Next day we travelled on, and in 
the evening came to a town, where I ſaw a 
white 
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ning 
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was 
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white people,, which made me afraid that they 
would eat me, according to our notion as children 
in the inland parts of the country. This made 
me reſt very uneaſy all the night, and next morn- 
ing I had fome victuals brought, deſiring me to 
eat and make haſte, as my guide and kid-napper 
told me that he had to go to the caſtle with — 
company that were going there, as he had told me 
before, to get ſame goods. After I was ordered 
out, the horrors I ſoon ſaw and felt, cannot be 
well deſcribed ; I ſaw many of my miſerable coun- 
trymen chained two and two, ſome hand-cuffed, 
and ſome with their hands tied behind. We were 
conducted along by a guard, and when we arrived 
at the caſtle, I aſked my guide what I was brought 
there for, he told me to learn the ways of the 


browfow, that is the white faced people. I ſaw 
him take a gun, a piece of cloth, and ſome lead 


for me, and then he told me that he muſt now 
leave me there, and went off. This made me cry 
bitterly, but I was ſoon conducted to a priſon, 
for three days, where I heard the groans and cries 
of many, and ſaw ſome of my tellow-captives. 
But when a veſſel arrived to conduct us away to the 
ſhip, it was a moſt horrible ſcene ; there was no- 
thing to be heard but rattling of chains, ſmack- 
ing of whips, and the groans and cries of our fel- 
low men. Some would not ſtir from the ground, 
when they were laſhed and beat in the moſt horri- 
ble manner, I have forgot the name of this in- 
fernal fort ; but we were taken in the fhip that 
came for us, to another that was ready to ſail from 
Cape Coaſt, When we were put into the ſhip, 
we ſaw ſeveral black merchants coming on board, 
but we were all drove into our holes, and not ſuf- 
fered to ſpeak to any of them. In this ſituation 


we 
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we continued ſeveral days in fight of our native 
land; but I could find no good perſon to give any 
inſormation of my ſituation to Accaſa at Agima- 
que. And when we found ourſelves at laſt taken 
away, death was more preferable than life, and a 

was concerted amongſt us, that we might 
burn and blow up the ſhip, and to periſh all to- 
gether in the flames; but we were betrayed by 
one of our on countrywomen, who ſlept with 


ſome of the head men of the ſhip, for it was com- 


mon ſor the dirty filthy ſailors to take the African 
women and lie upon their bodies; but the men 
were Chained and pent up in holes. It was the 
women and boys which were to burn the ſhip, 
with the approbation and groans of the reſt ; 
though that was prevented, the diſcovery was 
likewiſe.a cruel bloody ſcene. 

But ic would be needleſs to give a deſcription 
of all the horrible ſcenes which we ſaw, and the 
baſe treatment which we met with in this dread- 
ful-captwe fituation, as the ſimilar caſes of thou- 
ſands, which ſuffer by 'this infernal traffic, are well 
known. | Let it ſuffice to fay, that I was thus loſt 
to my dear indulgent parents and relations, and 
they to ine. All my help was cries and tears, and 
theſe could not avail ; nor ſuffered long, till one 
fucceeding woe, and dread, ſwelled up another. 
— a ſtate of innocence and freedom, 
and, in a barbarous and cruel manner, conveyed 
to a ſtate of horror and ſlavery : This abandoned 
ſituation may be eaſier conceived than deſcribed. 
From the time that I was kid-napped and con- 
ducted to a factory, and from thence in the brut- 
iſh, bale, but faſhionable way of traffic, conſign- 
ed to Grenada, the grievous thoughts which 1 
then felt, ſtill pant in my heart; though my * 
an 


ON 


and in great mercy to me, made a way for my 
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and tears have long ſince ſubſided. And yet it is 
ſtill grievous to think that thouſands more have 
ſuffered in ſimilar and greater diſtreſs, under the 
hands of barbarous robbers, and mercileſs taſſa- 
maſters; and that many even now are ſuffering in 
all the extreme bitterneſs of grief and woe, that 
no language can deſcribe The cries of ſome, 
and the ſight of their miſery, may be ſeen and 
heard afar; but the deep ſounding groans of 
thouſands, and the great ſadneſs of their miſery 
and woe, under the heavy load of oppreſſions and 
calamities inflicted upon them, are ſuch as can 
only be diſtinctly known to the ears of Jeh 
Sabaoth. cle 
This Lord of Hoſts, in his great Providence, 


deliverance from Grenada. — Being in this dread- 
ful captivity and horrible ſlavery, without any 
hope of deliverance, for about eight or nine 
months, beholding the moſt dreadful ſcenes of 
miſery and cruelty, and ſeeing my miſerable com- 
panions often cruelly laſhed, and as it were cut 
to pieces, for the moſt trifling faults; this made 
me often tremble and weep, but I eſcaped better 
than many of them. For eating a piece of ſugar- 
cane, ſome were cruelly laſhed, or ſtruck over the 
face to knock their teeth out. Some of the 
ſtouter ones, I ſuppoſe often reproved, and grown 
hardened and ſtupid with many cruel beatings and 
laſhings, or perhaps faint and preſſed with hunger 
and hard labour, were often committing treſpaſſes 
of this kind, and when detected, they met with 
exemplary puniſhment. Some told me they had 
their teeth pulled out to deter others, and to pre- 
vent them from cating any cane in future. Thus 
ſeeing my miſeradle companions and countrymen 

| in 
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in this pitiful, diftreſſed and horrible ſituation, 
with all the brutiſh baſeneſs and barbarity attend- 
ing it, could not but fill my little mind with 
horror and indignation. But I muſt own, to the 
ſhame of my own countrymen, that I was firſt 
kid-napped and betrayed by ſome of my own 
complexion, who were the firſt cauſe of my exile 
and ſlavery; but it there were no buyers there 
would be no ſellers. So far as I can remember, 
ſome of the Africans in my country keep ſlaves, 
which they take in war, or for debt; but thoſe 
which they keep are well fed, and good care taken 
of them, and treated well; and, as to their 
cloathing, they differ according to the cuſtom of 
the country. But I may ſafely ſay, that all the 
and miſery that any of the inhabitants of 
Africa meet with among themſelves, is far inferior 
to thoſe inhoſpitable regions of miſery which they 
meet with in the Welſt-Indies, where their hard- 
hearted overſeers have neither regard to the laws 
of God, nor the life of their fellow-men. 
Thanks be to God, I was delivered from Gre- 
nada, and that horrid brutal ſlavery.— A gentle- 
man coming to England, took me for his ſervant, 
and brought me away, where I ſoon found my 
ſituation become more agreeable. After coming 
to England, and ſeeing others write and read, I 
had a ſtrong defire to learn, and getting what aſ- 
ſiſtance I could, I applied myſelf to learn reading 
and writing, which ſoon became my recreation, 
pleaſure, -and delight ; and when my maſter per- 
ceived that J could write ſome, he ſent me to a 
—— ſchool for that purpoſe to learn. Since, I 
ave endeavoured to improve my mind in read- 
ing, and have ſought to get all the intelligence I 
could, in my ſituation of life, towards the ſtate of 
wy 
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my brethren and countrymen in complexion, and 
of the miſerable ſituation of thoſe who are . bar« 
barouſly fold into captivity, and unlawfully held 
in flavery. | Pine 
But, among other obſervations, one great duty 
| owe to Almighty God, (the thankful acknow- 
ledgement I would not omit for any conſidera« 
tion) that, although I have been brought away 
from my native country, in that torrent of rob- 
bery and wickedneſs, thanks be to God for his 
good providence towards me; I have both ob- 
rained liberty, and acquired the great adv 
of ſome little learning, in being able to read and 
write; and, what is ſtill infinitely of greater ad- 
vantage, I truſt, to know ſomething of Hi 9 
ig that God whoſe providence rules over all, and who 
is the only Potent One that rules in 'the nations over. 
the children of men. It is unto Him, who is tbe 
Prince of the Kings of the earth, that I would give 
all thanks. And, in ſome manner, I may ſay 
with Joſeph, as he did with reſpect to the evil 
intention of bis brethren, when they ſold him 
into Egypt, that whatever evil intentions and bad 
motives thoſe inſidious robbers had in earryi 
me away from my native country and friends, 


truſt, was what the Lord intended for my good. 


In this reſpect, I am highly indebred to many of 
the good people of England for learning and prin- 
ciples unknown. to the people of my native coun- 
try. But, above all, what have I obtained from 
the Lord God of Hoſts, the God of the Chriſti- 
ans! in that divine revelation of the only true 
God, and the Saviour of men, what a treaſure of 
wiſdom and bleſſings are involved? How won- 
derful is tho divine goodneſs diſplayed in thoſe 
invaluable books the Old and New T 2 

* that 
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that ineſtimable compilation of books, the Bible? 
And, O what a treaſure to have, and one of the 
greateſt advantages to be able to read therein, 
and a divine bleſſing to underſtand * ! | 

But, to return to my ſubject, I begin with the 
Curſory Remarker. This man ſtiles himſelf a 
friend to the Weſt-India colonies and their inha- 
bitants, like Demetrius, the ſilverſmith, a man 
of ſome conſiderable abilities, ſeeing their craft 
in danger, a craft, however, not ſo innocent and 
juſtifiable as the making of ſhrines for Diana, 
though that was baſe and wicked enough to en- 
flare the minds of men with ſuperſtition and ido- 
latry; but his craft, and the gain of thoſe craftſ- 
men, conſiſts in the enſlaving both foul and body 
to the cruel idolatry, and moſt abominable ſer- 
vice and ſlavery, to the idol of curſed avarice: 
And as he finds ſome diſcoveries of their wicked 
traffic held up in a light where truth and facts are 
ſo clearly ſeen, as none but the moſt deſperate 
villain would dare to obſtruct or oppoſe, he there- 
fore ſallies forth with all the ' deſperation of an 


The juſtly celebrated Dr, Young, in recommending this 
divine book of heavenly wiſdom to the giddy and thoughtleſs 
world, in his Night Thoughts, has the following elegant 
lines : 
perhaps thou'dſt Jangh but at thine. own expence, 

This counſel ſtrange ſhould I preſume to give; 

Retire and read thy Bible to be gay; ll ate 

There truths abound of r aid to peace. 

Ah, do not prize it leſs becauſe inſpired. 

Read and revere the ſacred page; a page, 

Where triumphs immortality; a page, 

Which not the-whole creation could produce ; 

Which not the conflagration ſhall deſtroy ; 
In nature's rain not one lerter's loſt, 

*Tis printed in the mind of gods tor ever, 

Angels and men aſſent to what I ing! | 
Utopian 
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Utopian aſſailant, to tell lies by a virulent con- 
tradiction of facts, and with falſe aſperſions en- 
deavour to calumniate the worthy and judicious 
eſſayeſt of 3 a man, whoſe character 
is irreproachable. By thus artfully ſuppoſing, i 

he could bring the hr Spear of the —— — 
has diſcovered ſo much of their iniquitous traffic, 
into 2 his work would fall and be leſs 
regarded. However, this virulent craftſman has 
done no great merit to his cauſe and the eredit of 
that infamous craft; at the appearance of truth, 
his underſtanding has got the better of his ava- 
rice and infidelity, fo far, as to draw. the-follow- 
ing conceſſion : © I ſhall not be ſo far mifuader- 
<* ſtood, by the candid and qudicious-part of man- 


© kind, as to be ranked among the advocates of 


„ ſlavery, as I moſt fincerely join Mr. Ramſay , 
« and every other man of ſenſibility, in hoping 
the bleſſings of freedom will, in due time, be 
© equally diffuſed over the whole globe“ 

By this, it would ſeem that he was a lirtle 
aſhamed of his craftſmen, and would not dike to 
be ranked or appear amongſt them, But as 


as there are any hopes of gain to be made by that 


inſidious craft, he can join with them well enough, 
and endeavour to juſtify them in that moſt aban- 
doned traffic of buying, ſelling, and enſlaving 
men. He finds fault with a plan ſor punifhing 
robbers, thieves and vagabonds, who diſtreſs their 
neighbours by their ehviſt, robbery and plunder, 
without regarding any laws human er divine, ex- 
cept the rules of their own fraternity, and in that 
0 f 1 note Lire „ 
* The wort and judicious author of 0 An Eſſay on the 

1% Treatnſeat ah | | frican 1 
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cafe, according. to the proverb, there may be ſome 
honor among thieves ; but theſe are the only peo- 
ple in the world that ought to ſuffer ſome puniſh- 
ment, impriſonment or flavery; their external 
complexion, whether black or white, ſhould be 
no excuſe for hem to do evil. Being aware of 
this, perhaps he was afraid that ſome of his 
friends, the great and opulent banditti of ſlave- 
holders in the weſtern, part of the world, might be 
found guilty of more atrocious and complicated 
crimes, than even thoſe of the highwaymen, the 
robberies and the petty larcenies committed in 
England. Therefore, to make the beſt of this 
ſad dilemma, he brings in a ludicrous invective 
compariſon that it would be © an event which 
« would undoubtedly furniſh a new and pleaſant 
compartment to that well known and moſt de- 
© leQable print, call'd, The world turn d up jide 
% down, in which the cook is roaſted by the pig, 
« the man ſaddled by the horſe,” &c. If he 
means that the complicated banditties of pirates, 
thieves, robbers, oppreſſors and enſlavers of men, 
are thoſe cooks and men that would be roaſted 
and ſaddled, it certainly would be no unpleaſant 
- ſight to ſee them well roaſted, ſaddled and bri- 
dled too; and no matter by whom, whether he 
terms them pigs, horſes or aſſes. But there is 
not much likelihood of this filly, monkeyiſh com- 
pariſon as yet being-verified, in bringing the opu- 
lent pirates and thieves to condign puniſhment, 
ſo that he could very well hring it in to turn it 
off with a grin, However, to make uſe of his 
words, it would be a moſt delectable ſight, when 
thieves. and robbers get the upper ſide of the 
world, to ſee them turned down; and I ſhould 


not interrupt his mirth, to ſee him laugh at his 
- OWN 
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own invefive monkey iſn compariſon as long as 
he 2 | T 

ut again, when he draws z compariſon of the 


many hardthips that the poor in Great-Britain 
aud Ireland labour under, as well as many of 


thoſe in ot er countries; that their various diſ- 


treſſes are worſe than the Weſt India fla ves It 
may be true, in part, that ſome of them ſuſſer 
greater hardſhips than many of the ſlaves; but, 
bad as it is, the pooreſt-in England would not 
change their fituation for that of flaves. And 
there. may be ſome maſters, under various cir- 
cumſtances, worſe off than their ſervants; but 
they would not change their own fituation for 
theirs: Nor as little would a rich man wiſh to 
change his fituation of affluence, tor that of a 
beggar : and fo, likewife, no freeman, however 
poor and diftrefling his ſituation may be, would 
reſign his liberty for that of a ſlave, in the ſitua- 
tion of a horſe or a dog. The caſe of the poor, 
whatever their hardſhips may be, in free coun» 
tries, is widely different from that uf the-Weſt- 
India flaves, For the faves, like animals, are 
bought and ſold, and dealt with as their capri- 
cious owners may think fit, even in-torturing and 
tearing them to pieces, and wearing them out 
with hard labour, hunger and oppreſſion; and 
ſhould the death of a ſlive enſue by ſome other 
more violent way than that which is coinmonly 
the death of thouſands, and tens of thouſands in 
the end, the haughty tyrant, in chat caſe, has 
only to pay a ſmall fine for the murder and death 
of his flave. The brute creation in general may 
fare better than man, ant fome dogs may retuſe 
the crumbs that the difirefſed. poor would be glad 
of; but the nature and ſituation of man is far ſu- 

C perior 
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perior to that of beaſts; and, in like manner, 
whatever circumſtances poor freemen may be in, 
their fituation is much ſuperior, beyond any pro- 
portion, to that of the hardſhips and cruelty of 
modern ſlavery. But where can the fituation of 
any freeman be ſo bad as that of a flave; or, 
could ſuch be found, or even worſe, as he would 
have it, what would the compariſon amount to ? 
Would it plead for his craft of ſlavery and op- 

eſſion? Or, rather, would it not cry aloud far 

me redreſs, and what every well regulated ſo- 
ciety of men ought to hear and confider, that 
none ſhould ſuffer want or be oppreſſed among 
them ? And this ſeems to be pointed out by the 
circumftances which he deſcribes; that it is the 
great duty, and ought to be the higheſt ambition 
of all governors, to order and eſtabliſh ſuch po- 
licy, and in ſuch a wiſe manner, that every thing 
ſhould be fo managed, as to be conducive to the 
moral, temporal and eternal welfare of every in- 
dividual from the loweſt degree to the higheſt ; 
and the conſequence of this would be, the har- 
mony, happineſs and good proſperity of the 
whole community. 

But this crafty author has alſo, in defence of 
his own or his employer's craft in the Britiſh 
Weſt-India flavery, given ſundry compariſons 
and deſcriptions of the treatment of flaves in the 
French iſlands and ſettlements in the WeRt-Indies 
and America. And, contrary to what is the true 
caſe, he would have it ſuppoſed that the treat- 
ment of the flaves in the former, is milder than 
the latter; but even in this, unwarily for his 
own craſt of ſlavery, all that he has advanced, 
can only add matter for its confutation, and 
ſerve to heighten the ardour and with of every 

generous 
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generous mind, that the whole ſhould be abo- 
liſhed. An equal degree of enormity found in 
one place, cannot juſtify crimes of as great or 
greater enormity committed in another. The 
various depredations committed by robbers and 
plunderers, on different parts of the globe, may 
not be all equally alike bad, but their evil and 
malignancy, in every appearance and ſhape, can 
only hold up to view the juſt obſervation, that 
Virtue herſelf bath ſuch peculiar mein, 
Fice, to be hated, needs but to be feen. 

The farther and wider that the difcovery and 
knowledge of ſuch an enormous eyil, as the baſe 
and villainous treatment and ſlavery which the 

oor unfortunate Black People meet with, is 
— and made known, the cry for juſtice, even 
virtue lifting up her voice, muſt rife the louder 
and higher, for the ſcale of equity and juſtice to 
be lifted up in their defence. And doth not wif 
dom cry, and underſtanding put forth her voice ? 
But who will regard the voice and hearken to the 
cry? Not the ſneaking advocates for flavery, 
though a little aſhamed of their craft; like the 
monſtrous crocodile weeping over their prey 
with fine conceſſions (while gorging their own 
rapacious appetite) to hope for univerſal freedom 
taking place over the globe. Not thoſe inebri- 
ated with avarice and infidelity, who hold in de- 
fiance every regard due to the divine law, and 
who endeavour all they can to deſtroy and take 
away the natural and common rights and privi- 
leges of men. Not the inſolent and crafty author 
for ſlavery and oppreſſion, who would have us to 
believe, that the benign command of God in ap- 
pointing the ſeventh day for a ſabbath of reſt for 
the good purpoſes of 14 preſent and eternal wel- 

| * | 
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fare, is not to be regarded. He will exclaim 
aga nſt the teachers of obedience to it; and tells 
us, that the poor, and the oppreſſed, and the 
heavy burdened ſlave, ſhould not lay down his 
load that day, but appropriate theſe hours of ſa- 
cred reſt to labour in ſome bit of uſeful ground. 
His own words are, ** to dedicate the unappro- 
„ priated hours of Sunday to the cultivation of 
this uſeful ſpot, he is brought up to believe 
* would be the worſt of fins, and that the ſab- 
* bath is a day of abſolute and univerſal reſt is a 
& truth he hears frequently inculcated by the cu- 
* rate of the pariſh,” &c. But after bringing it 
about in this round-about way and manner, what- 
ever the curate has to ſay of it as a truth, he 
would have us by no means to regard. This may 
ſerve as a ſpecimen of his crafty and deteſtable 
production, where infidelity, falſe aſperſions, vi- 
rulent calumnies, and lying contradictions abound 
throughout. I thall only refer him to that de- 
ſcription which he meant for another, as moſt 
applicable and beſt ſuited for himſelf; and fo 
long as he does not renounce his craft, as well as 
to be ſomewhat athamed of his craftſmen and 
their inſenſibility, he may thus ſtand as deſcribed 
by himſelf: A man of warm imagination (but 
* ftrange infatuated unfeeling ſenſibility) to paint 
© things not as they really are, but as his rooted 
e prejudices repreſent them, and even to ſhut his 
eyes againſt the convictions afforded him by his 

* own ſenſes.” | 
But ſuch is the inſenfibility of men, when their 
own craft of gain is adyanced by the ſlavery and 
oppreſſion of others, that after. all the laudable 
exertions of the truly virtuous and humane, to- 
wards extending the beneficence of liberty and 
| freedom 
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freedom to the much degraded. and unfortunate 
Africans, which is the common right and privi- 
lege of all men, in every thing that is juſt, law- 
ful and conſiſtent, we find the principles of juſtice 
and equity, not only oppoſed, and every duty in 
religion and humanity leit unregarded ; but that 
unlawful traffic of dealing with our fellow-erra- 
tures, as with the beaſts of the earth, fill, carried 
on with as great aſſiduity as ever; and that the 
inſidious piracy of procuring and holding ſlaves 
is countenanced and ſupported by BE. overn- 
ment of ſundry Chriſtian nations. This ow to 
be the faſhionable way of getting riches, but very 
diſhonourable ; in doing this, the lave-holders 
are meaner and baſer than the African ſlaves, for 
while they ſubje& and reduce them to a degree 
with brutes, they ſequce themſelves to à degree 
„ adelaide ley loa 
Some pretend that, the Africans, in general, 
«« are a ſet of poor, ignorant, diſperſed, unſoci- 
< able people; and that they think it no.crime to 
« ſell one another, and even their own wives and 
* children; therefore they bring them away to a 
** ſituation where many of them may arrive to a 
* better ſtate than ever they could obtain in their 
* own native country.” This ſpecious pretence 
is without any ſhadow. of juſtice and truth, and, 
if the argument was even true, it could afford no 
juſt and warrantable matter for any ſociety. of 
men to hold ſlaves. But the argument is falſe ; 
there can be no ignorance, diſperſion, or unſoci- 
ableneſs ſo found among them, which can be 
made better by bringing them away to a ftate of 
a degree equal to that of a cow or a horſe 

But let their ignorance in ſome. things (in 
which the Europeans * greatly the * 
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of them) be whatit will, it is not the intention of 
thoſe who bring them away to make them better 
by it; nor is the deſign of flave-holders of any 
other intention, but that a Sov ſerve them as 
a kind 6f engines and beafts of burden; that 
their den eaſe and profit may be advanced, by a 
85 of poor helpteſs men and women, whom they 
efpiſe and rank with brutes, and keep them in 


perpetual ffavery, both themſelves and children, 
and 'merciful death is the only releaſe from their 


toil. 'By the benevolence 'of fome, a few may 
et their liberty, and by 'their dwn induſtry and 
ingenuity, may acquire ſome learning, mechani- 
cal trades, or uſeful bufinefs ; and ſome may be 
brought away by different gentlemen to free 
countries, where they get their liberty; but no 
thanks to flave-holders for it. But amongſt thoſe 
who get their liberty, like all other ignorant 
men, Fre 
chan tHey poſſibly could have been amongſt their 


den people in Africa; for, being moſtliy amongſt 


the Wicked and apbftate Chriſtians, they ſooner 
learn their oaths and blafphemies, and their evil 
Ways, than any thing elſe. Some ſew, indeed, 
may 'evetitually arrive at ſome knowledge of the 
Chriſtian religion, and the great advantages of it. 
Such was the cafe of Ukawſaw Groniofaw, an 
African prince, who lived in England. He was 
à long time in a ſtate of great poverty and dif- 


trefs, and miſt have died at one time for want, 


if a good and charitable Attorney had not ſup- 
ported him. He was long after in a very ** 

te, but he would not have given his faith in 
the Chriſtian religion, in exchatge for all the 
kingdons of Africa, if they could have been 


gifen"to bim, In place '0f bi |poverty, for it. 
n 


generally more corrupt in their morals, 
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And ſuch was A. Morrant in America. When a 
boy, he could firoll away into a deſart, and 
prefer the ſociety of wild beaſts to the abſurd 
Chriſtianity of his mother's houſe. He was con- 
ducted to the king of the Cherokees, who, in a 
miraculous manner, was induced by him to em- 
brace the Chriſtian faith. This Morrant was in 
the Britiſh ſervice laſt war, and his royal convert, 
the king of the Cherokee Indians, accompanied 
General Clinton at the ſiege of Charles- Town. + 
Theſe, and all ſuch, I hope thouſands, as meet 
with the knowledge and grace of the Divine cle- 
mency, are brought ſorth quite eontrary to the 
end and intention of all ſlavery, and. in general, 
of all ſlave holders too. And ſhould it pleaſe the 
Divine goodneſs to viſit ſome of the poor dark 
Africans, even in the brutal ftall of flavery, and 
from thence to inftal them among the princes of 
his grace, and to inveſt them with a rabe of ho- 
nor that will hang about their necks-for-ever z 
but who can then ſuppaſe, that it will be well 
pleaſing unto him to find them ſubjected there in 
that dejected ſtate ? Or can the flave-holders think 
that the Univerſal Father and Sovereign of Man- 
kind will be well pleaſed with them, for the bru- 
tal tranſgreſſion of his law, in bowing: don the 
necks of thoſe to the yoke of their cruel bondage ? 
Sovereign goodneſs may eventually viſit ſome 
men even in a ſtate of ſlavery, but their flavery 
is not the cauſe of that event and benignity ; and 
therefore, ſhould ſome event of good ever hap» 
pen to ſome men ſubjected to flavery, that can 
plead nothing for men to do evil that good may 
come; and ſhould it apparently happen from 
thence, it is neither ſought for nor defigned by 
the enſlavers of men. But the whole buſineſs of 
| C 3 | ſlavery 
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flavery is an evil of the firſt magnitude, and a 
moſt horrible iniquity to traffic with flaves and 
ſouls of men; and an evil. ſorry I am, that it ſtill 
ſubfifis, and more aftoniſhing to think, that it is 
an iniquity committed amongſt Chriſtians, and 
c@ntrary to all the genuine principles of Chriſti- 
anity, and yet carried on by men denominated 
thereby. | Pkg 

In a Chriſtian æra, in a land where Chriftiani- 
ty is planted, where every one might expect to 
behold the flouriſhing growth of every virtue, 


extending their harmonious branches with uni- 


verſa] philanthropy wherever they came; but, 
on the contrary, almoſt nothing elſe is to be ſeen 
abroad but the bramble of ruffians, barbarians 
and ſlave-holders, grown up to a powerful luxu- 
riance in wickedneſs. I cannot but with, for 
the honor of Chriſtianity, that the bramble grown 
up amongſt them, was known to the heathen 
nations by a different name, for ſure the depre- 
dators, robbers and enſnarers of men can never 
be Chriſtians, but ought to be held as the abhor- 
ence of all men, and the abomination of all man- 
kind, whether Chriſtians or heathens. Every man 
of any ſenſibility, whether he be a Chriſtian or 
an heathen, if he has any diſcernment at all, muſt 
think. that for any man, or any «laſs of men, ta 
deal with their fellow-creatures as with the beaſts 
of the field; or to account them as ſuch, how- 
ever ignorant they may be, and in whatever ſitu- 
ation, or: wherever they may find them, and 
whatever country or complexian they may be of, 
that thoſe men, ho are the procurers and hold- 
ers of ſlaves, are the greateſt villains in the world. 
And ſurely thoſe men muſt be loſt o all ſenſibili- 
ty themſelves, who can think that the ſtealing, 

robbing, 
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robbing, enſlaving, and murdering of men ean 
be no crimes ; but the holders of men in flavery 
are at the head of all theſe oppreſſions and crimes. 
And, therefore, however unſenſible they may be 
of it now, and however long they may laugh. at 
the calamity. of others, if they do not repent, of 
their evil way, and the wickedneſs of their do- 
ings, by keeping and holding their fellow-crea- 
tures in ſlavery, and trafficking with them as 
with the brute creation, and to give up and ſur- 
render that evil traffic, with an awful abhorrence 
of it, that this may be averred, if they do not, 
and if they can think, they muſt and cannot 
otherwiſe but expect in one day at laſt, to meet 
with the full ſtroke of the long ſuſpended ven- 
geance of heaven, when death will cut them 
down to a ftate as mean as that of the moſt ab- 
jected flave, and to a very eminent danger of a 
far more dreadful fate hereafter, when they have 
the juſt reward of their iniquities to meet wit. 

And now, as to the Africans being dif 
and unſociable, if it was fo, that could be no war- 
rant for the Europeans to enſlave them; and even 
though they may have many different feuds and 
bad practices among them, the continent of 
Atrica is of vaſt extent, and the numerous inha- 
bitants are divided into ſeveral kingdoms and 

rincipalities, which are governed by their re- 
Foedtive kings and princes, and thoſe are abſo- 
lutely maintained by their free ſubjects. Very 
few nations make flaves of any of thoſe under 
their government; but ſuch as are taken priſon- 
ers of war from their neighbours, are generally . 
kept in that ſtate, until they can exchange 
diſpoſe of them otherwiſe; and towards the weſt 

coaſt they are generally procured for the Eu- 


ropean 
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ropean market, and fold, They have a great 
avt rſion to murder, or even in taking away the 
lives ot thofe which they judge guilty of crimes z 
and, therefore, they prefer diſpoſing of them 
otherwaſe better than killing them . This gives 
their merchants and procurers of ſlaves a power 
to travel a great way into the interior parts of the 
country to buy ſuch as are wanted to be 4iſpoſed 
of. I heſe flave-procurers are a ſet of as great 
villains as any in the world. They often ſteal and 
| kidnap many more than they buy at firſt. if they 
can meet with them by the way; and they have 
only their certain boundaries to go to, and ſell 
them from one to another; fo that if they are 
ſought after and detected, the thieves are ſeldom 
found, and the others only plead that they bought 
them fo and ſo. Theſe kid-nappers and flave- 
procurers, called merchants, are a ſpecies of 
African villains, which are greatly corrupted, 
and even viciated by their intercourſe with the 
Europeans; but, wicked and barbarous as they 
certainly are, I can hardly think, if they 
knew what horrible barbarity they were ſending 
their fellow-creatures to, that they would do 
it. But the artful Europeans have ſo deceived 
them, that they are bought by their inventions 
of merchandize, and beguiled into it by their 
artifice ; for the Europeans, at their factories, in 
ſome various manner, have always kept ſome as 
ſervants to them, and with gaudy cloaths, in a 


It may be true, that ſome of the ſlaves tranſported from 
Africa, may have committed crimes in their on country, 
that require ſome ſlavery as a puniſhment ; hut, according to 
the laws of equity and juſtice, they ought to become free, 12 
won as their labour has paid for their purchaſe in the Weſt⸗ 
ladies or elſewhere, + 2*.* 44, 

gay 
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gay manner, as decoy ducks to deceive others, 
and to tell them that they want many more to go 
over the ſea, and be as they are. So in that re- 
ſpect. wherein it may be faid that they will ſell 
one another, they are only enſnared and enliſt- 
ed to be ſervants, kept like Tome of thoſe which 
they ſce at the factories, which, for ſome gew- 
gaws, as prefents given to themſelves and friends, 
they are thereby enticed to go; and ſomething 
after the ſame manner that Eaft-India ſoldiers are 
procured in Eritain; and the inhabitants here, 
jeſt as inuch ſell themſelves, and one another, as 
they do; and the kid-nappers here, and the ſlave- 
procurers in Africa, are much alike. But many 
other barbarous methods are made uſe of by the 
vile inftigators, procurers and enſnarers of men; 
and ſome of the wicked and profligate princes 
and Chiefs of Africa accept of preſents, from the 
Europeans, to procure a certain number of 
Neves; and thereby they are wickedly inſtigated 
to go do war with one another en purpoſe to get 
them, which produces many terrible depreda- 
tiom; and ſometimes when thoſe engagements 
are entered into, and they find themſelves defeate 
ed of their purpoſe, it has happened that ſome of 
their on 12 have fallen a facrifice to their 
avarice a ry And it may be ſaid of the 
Europeans, that they have made uſe of every in- 
fidious 'method to procure flaves whenever th 
can, and in whatever manner they can lay hold 
them, and that their forts and factories are the 
avowed dens of thieves for robbers, plunderers 
and depredators. | | 

But again, as to the Africans ſelling their own 
wives and children, nothing tan be more oppo» 
ſite to every thing they hold dear and —_— 
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and nothing ean diftreſs them more, than to part 


with any of their relations and friends. Such are 
the tender dlings of parents for their children, 
that, for the loſs of a child, they ſeldom can be 
rendered happy, even with the intercourſe and 
enjoyment- of their friends, for years. For any 
man to-think-that-it' ſhould be otherwiſe, when 
he may fee a thouſand inftances of a natural in- 
ſtinct, even in the brute creation, where they 
have a ſympathetic feeling for their offspring; it 
muſt be great want of confideration not to think, 
that much more than meerly what is natural to 
animals, ſhould in a higher degree be implanted 
in the breaſt of every part oſ the rational creation 
of man. And what man'of feeling can help la- 
menting the lofs of parents, friends, liberty, and 
perhaps property and other valuable and dear 
connection. _ Thoſe people annually brought 
away from Guinea, axe born as free, and are 
brought up with as great a predilection. for their 
own country, freedom and liberty, as the ſong 
and daughters of fiir Britain. Their free ſub- 
jects are trained up to a kind of military ſervice, 
not ſo much by the deſire of the chief, as by their 
own voluntary inclination. It is looked upon as 
the greateſt reſpe& they can ſhew to their king, 
to ſtand up for his and their own defence in time 
of need, Their different chieftains, which bear 
a reliance on the great chief, or king, exerciſe a 
kind of government ſomething like that feudal 
inftitution which prevailed ſome time in Scotland. 
In this reſpect, though the common people are 
free, they often ſufter by the villainy of their 
different chieftains, and by the wars and feuds 
which happen among them. Nevertheleſs their 


freedom and-rights are as dear to them, as thoſe 
privileges 
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privileges are to other people. And it may be 
ſaid that freedom, an 
their own privileges, burns with as much zeal 
and fervour in the breaſt of an Athiopian, as in 
the breaſt of any inhabitant on the globe. | 

But the ſupporters and favourers of ſlavery 
make other things a pretence and an excuſe in 
their own defence; ſuch as, that they find that 


it was admitted under the Divine inſtitution by 
Moſes, as well as the long continued practice of 


different nations for ages; and that the Africans 
are peculiarly marked out by ſome ſignal predic- 
tion in nature and complexion for that purpoſe, 
This ſeems to be the greateſt bulwark of de- 
fence which the advocates and ſavourers of ſlave- 
ry can advance, and what is generally talked of 
in their fayour_by thoſe, who do. not underſtand 
it. Iſhall conſider it in that view, whereby it 
will appear, chat they deceive themſelves and 
miſlead others. Men are never more liable to 


be drawn into error, than when truth ls made uſe 


of in a guileful manner to ſeduce them. Thoſe 
who do not believe the ſcriptures to be a Divine 
evelation, cannot, conſiſtently with themſelves, 
make the law of Moſes, or any mark or predic- 
ion they can find reſpecting any particular ſet of 
men, as found in the ſacred writings, any reaſon 
hat one claſs ot men thould enflave another. In 
hat reſpe&, all that they have to enquire into 
hould be, whether it be richt, or wrong, that 
any part of the human ſpecies ſhould enflave an- 
dther; and when that is the cafe, the Africans, - 
hough not ſo learned, are juſt as wiſe as the Eu- 
optans; and when the matter is left to human 
if.lom, they are both liabie to err. But what 
he light of nature, and the dictates of 2 
W 
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when rightly conſidered, teach, is, that no man 
ought to enflave another; and ſome, who have 
been rightly guided thereby, -have made noble 
defences for the univerſal natural rights aud pri- 
vileges of all men. But in this caſe, when the 
learned take neither revelation nor reaſon for 
their guide, they fall into as great, and worſe er- 
rors, than the unlearned; for they only make 
uſe of that ſyſtem of Divine wiſdom, which 
ſhould guide them into truth, when they can 
find or pick out any thing that will ſuit their 
purpoſe, or that they can peryert to ſuch—the 
very means of leading themſelves and others into 
error. And, in conſequence thereof, the pre- 
tences that ſome men make uſe of for holding of 
ſlaves, muſt be evidently the grofleſt perverfion 
of reaſon, as well as an inconfi nt. and diaboli- 
cal uſe of the ſacred writings, For ut muſt be: 
ftrange perverſion of reaſon, and a wrong uſe or 
diſbelief of the ſacred writings, when any thing 
found there is ſo peryerted by them, and ſet up 
as 2 precedent and rule for men to commit wick- 
edneſs. They had better have no reaſon, and no 
belief in the ſcriptures, and make no uſe of then 
at all, than only to believe, and make uſe of th 


which leads them into the moſt abominable evi 


and wickedneſs of dealing unjuſtly with their ſel 
low men. 

But this will appear evident to all men that be 
lieve the ſcriptures, that every reaſon neceſſary 
given that they ſhould be believed ; and, in thi 
caſe, that they afford us this information: Thc 
« all mankind did ſpring from one original, anc 
& that there are no different ſpecies among mei 
« For God who made the world, hath made 
* one blood all the nations of men that dwell of 
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« all the fare of the earth.” Wherefore we 
may juſtly infer, as there are no inferior ſpecies, 
but all of one blood and of one nature, that 
there does not an inferiority fubfiſt, or 
on their colour, features or form, whereby ſome 
men make a pretence to enſlave others; and con- 
ſequently, as they have all one creator, one orĩ- 
ginal, made of one blood, and all brethren de- 
ended from one father, it never could be awful 
and juſt for any nation, or people, to oppreſi and 
enflave another. | | 
And again, as all the prefent inhabrtants of the 
world ſprang from the family of Noah, and were 
then ail of one complexion, there is no doubt, 
but the difference which we now find, took its 
riſe very rapidly after they became diſperſed and 
ſettled on the different parts of the globe. There 
ſeems to be a tendency to this, in many inftances, 
among children of the ſame parents, having dif- 
ferent colour of hair and features from one ano- 
ther. And God alone who eſtabliſhed the courſe 
of nature, can bring about and eſtabliſh what va- 
ricty he pleaſes; and it is not in the power of 
man to make one hair white or black. But a- 
mong the variety which it hath pleaſed God to 
eſtabliſh and cauſed to take place, we may meet 
with ſome analogy in nature, that as the bodies of 
men are tempered with a different degree to ena- 
ble them to endure the reſpective climates of their 
habitations, ſo their colours vary, in ſome de- 
gree, in a regular gradatioa from the equator to- 
wards either of the poles. However, there are 
other incidental cauſes arifing from time and 
place, which conſtitute the moſt diftinguithing 
variety of colour, form. appearance and features, 
as peculiar to the inhabitants of one tract of 
country, 
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country, and: differing in ſomething from thoſe 
in another, even in the ſame latitudes, as well as 
from thoſe in different.climates. Long cuſtom 
and the different way of living among the ſeverat 
inhabitants of the different parts of the earth, has 
a very great effect in diſtinguiſhing them by a 
difference of features and complexion. ..'Theſe, 
e fſects are eaſy to be ſeen ; as to the cauſes, it is 
ſufficient for us to know, that. all is the work of. 
an Almighty hand, Therefore, as we find the 
diftribution of the human ſpecies. inhabiting/the 
barren, as well as the moſt fruitful parts of the 
earth, and the cold as well as the moſt hot, dif- 


fering from one another in complexion accord» 


ing to their ſituation ; it may be reaſonably, as 
well as religiouſly, inferred, that He who placed 
them in their various ſituations, hath extended 
equally his care and protection to all; and from 
thence, that it becometh unlawful to counteract 


his benignity, by reducing others of different 


complexions to undeſerved bondage, * 

According, as we find that the difference of 
colour among men is only incidental, and equal- 
oy natural to all, and agreeable to the place of 
t 


eir habitation ; and that if nothing elſe be dif- 


ferent or contrary among them, but that of fea« 
tures and complexion, in that reſpect, they are 


all equally alike entit ed to the enjoy ment of eve- 


ry mercy and bleffing of God, But there are 
ſome men of that complexion, becauſe they are 


not black, whoſe ignorance and infolence leads. 
them to think, that thoſe who. are black, were. 
marked out in that manner by ſome ſignal inter- 
dition or curſe, as finally deicending from, 


their progenitors. . To thoſe I muſt ſay, that the 


only mark which we read of, as generally alluded, 
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to, and by n is that 
mark or ſign which gave to Cain, to aſſure 
him that he ſhould not be deſtroyed. Cain un- 
derſtood by the nature of the crime he had com- 
mitted, that the law required death, or cuttin 
off, as the puniſhment eof. But God in his 
providence doth not always puniſh the wicked in 
this life according to their enormous crimes, (we 
are told, by a ſacred poet, that he ſaw the wicked 
flouriſhing like a green bay tree) though he ge- 
nerally marks them out by ſome ſignal token of 
his vengeance; and that is a ſure token of it, 
when men become long hardened -in their wick- 
edneſs. The denunciation that paſſed upon Cain 
was, that he ſhould be a fugitive and a vagabond 
on the earth, bearing the curſe and reproach of 
his — and the reſt of men were prohibited 
as much from meddling with him, or defili 
their hands by him, as it naturally 1s, not to 
down the dead carcaſe of an atrocious criminal, 
hung up in chains by the laws of his country. 
But allow the mark ſet upon Cain to have con- 
ſiſted in a black ſkin, ſtil no concluſion can be 
drawn atall, that any of the black people are of 
that deſcent, as the whole poſterity of Cain were 
deſtroyed in the univerſal deluge, I 

Only Noah, a righteous and juſt man, who 


found wm in the ſight of God, and his three 


ſons, Japheth, Shem and Ham, and. their wives, 
eight perſons, were preſerved from the univerſal 
deluge, in the ark which Noah was directed to 
build. The three ſons of Noah had each children 
born after the flood, from whom all the preſent 
world of men deſcended. But it came to pals, in 
the days of Noah, that an interdiction, or curſe, 
took place in the family of Ham, and that the 
8 D deſcendant 
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deſcendants of one of his ſons ſhould become the 
ſervants af ſervants to their brethren, che deſcen- 
dants of Shem and Japheth. This affords-a grand 
prerence for the ſupporters of the African flayery 
to build a falſe notion upon, as it is found by hiſ- 
tory that Africa, in general, was peopled by the 
deſcendants of Ham; bot they forget, that the 
prediction has already been fulfilled as far as. it 
Can go. * 
There can be ho doubt, that there was a 3 
ſul miſconduct in Ham himſelf, by what is relar- 
ed of him; but the fault, according to the pre- 
diction and curſe, deſcended only to the families 
of the deſcendants of his youngeſt ſon, Canaan. 
The occaſion was, that Noah, his father, had 
drank wine, and (perhaps unawares) became ine- 
briated by it, and fell aſleep in his tent. It ſeems 
that Ham was greatly deficient of that filial vir- 
tue as either becoming a father or a ſon, went in- 
to his father's tent, and, it may be fuppoſed, in 
an undecent manner, he had ſuffered his on ſon, 
Canaan, ſo to meddle with, or uncover, his fa- 
ther, that he faw his nakedneſs; for which he did 
not check the audacious rudeneſs of Canaan, but 
went and told his brethren without in ridicule of 
his aged parent. This rude audacious behaviour 
of Canaan, and the obloquy of his father Ham, 
brought oh him the curſe af his grandfather, 
Noah, but he bleſſed Shem and Japheth for their 
decent and filial virtues, and denounced, in the 
ſpirit of prophecy, that Canaan ſnould be their 
fervant, and ſhould ſerve them. 
It may be obſerved; that it is a great Mine- 
tune for children, when their parents are not en- 
dowed with that wiſdom and prudence which is 


necefiwy for the early initiation of their offspring 
114 
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in the paths of virtue and righteouſneſs. ' Ham 
was, guilty of the offence as well as his ſon; the 
did notipity the weaknefs of his father, who was 
bvercome with wine in that day wherein, it is 
likely, he had ſome ſolemn work to do. But the 
prediction: and curſe retted wholly upon the off- 


ſpringof Canaan, who ſettled in the land knowa 


by his name, in the weſt of Aſia, as is evident 
from the ſacred writings. The Canaanites be- 
came an exceeding wicked people, and were viſit- 
ed with many calamities, according to the pre- 
diction of Noah, for their abominable wicked- 
neſs and idolatry. . -- Mun re $i its 

Chederluomer, a deſcendant of Shem, reduced 
the Canaanitiſh kingdoms to a tributary fubjec- 
tion; and ſome time after, upon their revolt, in- 
vaded and pillaged their country. Not long af- 
ter Sodom, Gomorrah,” Admah and Zeboim, four 
kingdoms of the Canaanites were overthrown for 
their great wickedneſs, and utterly deſtroyed by 


fire and brimſtone from heaven. The Hebrew, 


chiefly under Moſes, Joſhua and Barak, as they 
were directed by God, cut off moſt of the other 


Canaanitiſh kingdoms, and reduced many of them 


to ſubjection and vaſſalage. Thoſe: who ſettletl 
in the north-weſt of Canaan, and formed the once 
flouriſhing ſtates of Tyre and, Sidon, were by the 
Aſſyrians, the Chaldeans, and the Perſians ſuccef- 


ſively reduced to great miſery and bondage; but 


chiefly by the Greeks, the Romans, and the Sa- 
racens, and laſtly by the Turks, they were com- 
pleatly and totally ruined, and have no more ſince 
been a diſtinct people among the different na- 
tions. Many of the Canaanites who fled: away in 
the Time of Joſhua, became mingled with the 


different nations, and ſome hiſtorians think that 
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ſome of them came to England, and ſettled about 


Cornwall, as far back as that time; ſo that, for 


any thing that can be known to the contrary, there 


may be ſome of the deſcendants of that wicked 


tion ſtill ſubſiſting among the ſlave-holders 
in the Weſt- Indies. For if the curſe of God ever 


reſted upon them, or upon any other men, the 


only viſible mark thereof was always upon thoſe 
who committed the moſt outrageous acts of vio- 
lence and oppreſſion. But colour and complexion 
has nothing to do with that mark; every wicked 
man, and the enſlavers of others, bear the ſtamp of 
their own 1niquity, and that mark which was ſet 
upon Cain. 3:24 Ls 

- . Now, the deſcendants of the other three ſons 
of Ham, were not included under the curſe of his 
father, and as they diſperſed and ſettled. on the 
different parts of the earth, they became alſo ſun- 
dry diſtinct and very formidable nations. Culh, 
the oldeſt, ſettled in the ſouth «weſt of Arabia, and 
his deſoendants were anciently known to the He- 


brews by the name of - Cuſhites, or Cuſhie; one 
of his-ſons, Nimrod, founded the kingdom of Ba- 
bylon, in Aſia; and the others made their de- 


ſcent ſouthward, by the Red Sea, and came over 


to Abyſſinia and Ethiopia, and, likely, diſperſed 
themſelves throughout all the ſouthern and inte- 
rior parts of Africa; and as they lived moſtly un- 


der the torrid zone, or near the tropics, they be- 


came black, as being natural to the inhabitants 
of thoſe ſultry hot climates; and, in that caſe, 


their complexion bears the ſignification of the 


* 
. 


name of — pragenitor, Cuſh, as known 
y 


by the Hebrews by that name, both on the eaſt 


and on che welt, beyond the Red Sea; but the 


Greeks called: them Echiopians, or black faced 
: | | people. 
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pleople. The Egyptians and Philiſtines were the 
deſcendants of Mizraim, and the country which 
they inhabited was called the land of Mizraim, 
and Africa, in „ was anciently called the 
whole land of Ham. Phut, another of his ſons; 
alſo ſettled on the weſt of Egypt, and as the 
youngeſt were obliged to emigrate fartheſt, aſter- 
wards diſperſed themſelves chiefly vp the ſouth of 
the Mediterranean ſea, towards Lybia and Mauri- 
tania, and might early mingle with ſome of the 
Cuſhites on the more ſouthern, and, chiefly, on 
the weſtern parts of Africa, But all theſe might 
be followed by ſome other families and tribes 
from Aſia; and ſome think that Africa got its 
name from the King of Lybia marrying a daugh- 
ter of Aphra, one of the deſcendants of Abraham, 
by Keturah. : 2982 
But it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that the 
moſt part of the black people in Africa, are the 
deſcendants of the Cuſhites, towards the eaſt, the 
ſouth, and interior parts, and chiefly of the Phu 
titans towards the weſt; and the various revolu- 
tions and changes which have happened among” 
them have rather been local than univerſal ; ſo that 
whoever their original progenitors were, as de- 
ſcending from one generation to another, in a 
long continuance, it becomes natural for the in- 
habitants of that tract of country to be à dark 
black; in general. The learned and thinking: 
part of men, who can refer to hiſtory, muſt know, 
that nothing with reſpect to eolour, nor any mark 
or curſe from any original prediction, can in any- 
wiſe be more particularly aſcribed to the Africans 
than to any other people of the human ſpecies,” ſo 
as to afford any pretence why they ſhould be 
more evil treated, perſecuted and enſlaved, than 
| D 3 any 
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any other. Nothing but ignorance; and the 
dreams of a viciated imagination, arifing from 
the general countenance given to the evil practice 
of wicked men, to ſtrengthen their hands in wick- 
edneſs, could ever make any perſbn to fancy 
otherwiſe, or ever to think that the ſtealing, kid- 
napping, enſlaving, perſecuting or killing a black 
man, 1s in any way and manner lefs criminal, than 
the ſame evil treatment of any other man of ano- 
ther complexion. | | | 

But again, in anſwer to another part of the pre- 
tence which the favourers of ſlavery make uſe of 
in their defence, that ſlavery was an ancient cuſ- 


tom, and that it became the prevalent and uni- 


verſal practice of many different barbarous na- 
tions for ages: This muſt be granted; but not 
becauſe it was right, or any thing like right and 
Equity. A lawful ſervitude was always neceſſary, 
and became contingent with the very nature of 
human fociety, {But when the laws of civiliza- 
tion were broken through, and when the rights 
and properties of others were invaded, that 
brought the oppreſſed into a kind of compulſive 
iervitude, though often not compelled to it by 
thoſe whom they were obliged to ferve. This 
aroſe from the different depredations and robbe- 
ries which were committed upon one another; 
the helpleſs were obliged to ſeek protection from 
ſuch as could ſupport them, and to give unto 
them their ſervice, in order to preſerve themſelves 
from want, and to deliver them from the injury 
either of men or beaſts. For while civil ſociety 
continued in a rude ſtate, even among the eſta- 
bliſhers of kingdoms, when they became power- 
ful and proud, as they wanted to enlarge their 
territories, they drove and expelled others from 

their 
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their peaceable habitations, who were not fo 
powerful as themſelves. This made rhoſe who 
were robbed of their ſubſtance, and drove from 
the place of their abode, małe their eſcape to 
ſuch as could and would help them; but when 
fuch & relief could not be found, they were obltg- 


ed to fſubmit to the yoke of their oppreirs who, 
———— — — S Ronen, 
in many caſes, "would nor yield Therm any protec- 


tion upon any terms. Wherefore, when their 
lives were in danger otherwiſe, and they could 
not find any help, they were obliged to ſell them- 
ſelves for bond ſervants to fuch as would buy 
them, when they could not get a ſervice that was 
better. But as ſoon as buyers could be found, 
robbers began their traffic to enſnare others, and 
ſuch as fell into their hands were carried captive 
by them, and were obliged to fubmir to their be- 
ing ſold by them into the hands of other robbers, 
for there are few buyers of men, who intend there- 
by to make them free, and ſuch as they buy are 
generally ſubjected to hard labour and bondage. 
Therefore at all times, while a man is a ſlave, * 
is ſtill in captivity, and under the juriſdiction of 
robbers; and every man who keeps a ſlave, is a 
robber, whenever he compels him to his ſervice 
without giving him a juſt reward. The barely 
ſupplying his ſlave with ſome neceſſary things, to 
keep him in life, is no reward at all, that is only 
for his own ſake and benefit; and the very nature 
of compulſion and taking away the liberty of 
others, as well as their property, is robbery; and 
that kind of ſervice which ſubjects men to a ſtate 
of vflavery, muſt at all times, and in every cir- 
cumniſtance, be a barbarous, inhuman and unjuſt 
dealing with our fellow men A voluntary ſer- 
vice, -and ſlavery, are quite different things; but 
| in 


— 


40 THOUGHTS AND SENTIMENTS 


in ancient times, in whatever degree ſlavery was 

admitted, and whatever hardſhips they were, in 
general, ſubjected to, it was not nearly ſo bad as 
the modern barbarous and cruel Weſt-India 
| llavery. = | | F 
Nov, in reſpect to that kind of ſervitude which 
was admitted into the law of Moſes, that was not 
contrary to the natural liberties of men, but a 
ſtate of equity and juſtice, according as the nature 
and circumſtances. of the times required. There 
was no more harm in entering into a covenant 
with another man as a bond - ſervant, than there is 
for two men to enter into partnerſhip the one with 
the other; and ſometimes the nature of the caſe 
may be, and their buſineſs require it, that the 
one may find money and live at a diſtance and 
eaſe, and the other manage the buſineſs for him: 
So a bond-ſervant was generally the ſteward in a 
man's houſe, and ſometimes his heir, There was 
no harm in buying a man who was in a ſtate of 
captivity. and bondage by others, and keeping 
him in ſervitude till ſuch time as his purchaſe was 
redeemed by his labour and ſervice. And there 
could be no harm in paying. a man's debts, and 
keeping him an. ſervitude until ſuch time as an 
equitable agreement of compoſition: was paid by 
him. And io, in general, whether they had been 
bought or ſold in order to pay their juſt: debts 
when they became poor, or were. bought from 
ſuch as held them in an unlawful captivity, the 
ſtate of bondage which they and their children fell 
under, among the Iſraelites, was into that of a 
vaſſalage ſtate, which rather might be termed a 
deliverance from debt and captivity, than a ſtate 
of ſlavery. In that vaſſalage ſtate which they 
were reduced to, they had a tax of ſame ſervice to 
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, which might only be reckoned equivalent 
2 poor man in England paying rent ſor his 
cottage. In this fair land of liberty, there are 
many thouſands of the inhabitants who have no 
right to ſo much land as an inch of ground to ſet 
their foot upon, ſo as to take up their reſidence 
upon it, wichout ying a lawful and reafonable 
vaſſalage of rent for it and yet the whole com- 
munity is free from ſlavery. And fo, likewiſe, 
thoſe who were reduced to a ſtate of ſervitude, or 
vaſſalage, in the land of Iſrael, were not negoci- 
able like chattels and goods; nor could they be 
diſpoſed of like cattle and beaſts of burden, or 
ever transferred or diſpoſed of without their own 
conſent; and perhaps not one man in all the land 
of Iſrael w buy another man, unleſs that man 
was willing to ſerve him. And when any man 
had gotten ſuch a ſervant, as he had entered into 
a covenant of agreement with, as a bond-ſervant, 
if the man liked his maſter and his ſervice, he 
could not oblige him to go away; and it ſome- 
times happened, that they refuſed to go out free 
when the year of jubilee came. But even that 
ſtate of ſervitude which the Canaanites were re- 
duced to, among thoſe who ſurvived the general 
overthrow of their country, was nothing worſe,” in 
many reſpects, than that of poor labouring peo- 
ple in any free country. Their being made hew- 
ers of wood and drawers of water, were laborious 
employments ; but they were ou for-it in ſuch a 
manner as the nature of their ſervice required, and 


were ſupplied with abundance of fuch neceſſaries 
of life as they and their families had need of; and 
they. were at liberty, if they choſe, to go away, 
there was no reſtriction laid on them. They were 
not hunted after, and a reward offered for their 


heads, 
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heads, as it is the cafe in the Weſt- Indies for any 
that can find a ſtrayed ſlave; and he who can 
bring ſuch a head warm reeking with his bleod, 
as a token that he had murdered him—imhuman 
and ſhocking to think Ihe is paid for it; and, 
cruel and dreadful as it is, that law is ſtill in 
force in ſome of the Britiſh colonies. 1 5 90 

But the Canaanites, although they were pre- 
dicted to be reduced to a ſtate of ſervitude, and 
bondage to that poor and menial employment, 
fared better than the Weſt- India ſlaves; for when 
they were brought into that ſtate of ſervitude, 
they. were often employed in an honourable ſer- 
vice. The Nethenims, and others, were to aſſiſt 
in the ſacred ſolemnities and worſhip of God at 
the Temple of ' Jeruſalem. They had the ſame 
laws and immunities reſpecting the ſolemn days 
and ſabbaths, as their maſters the Iſraelites, and 
they were to keep and obſerve them. Bur they 
were not ſuffered, much leſs required, to labour 
in their own ſpots of uſeful ground on the days of 
ſacred reſt from worldly employment; and that, 
if they did not improve the culture of it, in theſe 


times and ſeaſons, they might otherwiſe periſh for 


hunger and want; as it is the caſe of the Weſt- 
India flaves, by their inhuman, infidel, hard- 
hearted maſters. And, therefore, this may be 
juſtly ſaid, that whatever ſervitude that was, or 
by whatever name it may be called, that the ſer- 
vice which was required by the people of Iſrael in 
old time, was of @ far milder nature, than that 
which became the prevalent practice of other dif- 
ferent and barbarous nations; and, if compared 
with modern ſlavery, it might be called liberty, 
equity, aud felicity, in reſpe& to that abomina- 
ble, mean, beaſtly, cruel, bloody ſlavery · earried 
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on by the inhuman, barbarous Europeans, againſt 
the poor unfortunate Black Africaunsw;ů... 
+ Bur again, this may be averred, that the ſervi- 
tude which took place under the ſanction of the di- 
vine law, in the time of Moſes, and what was en- 
joined as the civil and religious polity of the peo- 
ple of Iſrael, was in nothing contrary to the natu· 
ral rights and common liberties of men, though it 
had an appearance as ſuch for great and wiſe ends. 
The Divine Law Giver, in his good providence, 
for great and wiſe purpoſes intended by it, has 
always admitted into the world riches and pover- 
ty, proſperity and adverſity, high and low, rich 
and poor; and in ſuch manner, as in all their'va- 
riety and difference,” mutation and change, there 
is nothing ſet forth in the written law, by Moſes, 
contrary, unbecoming, or inconfiſtent with that 
_ goodneſs of himfelf, as the wiſe and righteous 
Governor of the Univerfe. Thoſe things admit- 
ted into the law, that had a ſeeming appearance 
contrary to the natural liberties of men, were 
only ſo admitted for a local time, to point out, 
and to eſtabliſh, and to give inſtruction thereby, 
in an analogous alluſion to other things. 
And therefore, ſo far as I have been able to 
conſult the law written by Moſes, concerning that 
kind of ſervitude admitted by it, I can find no- 
thing imported thereby, in the leaſt degree, to 
wartant the modern practice of ſtavery. But, on 
the contrary, and what was principally intended 
thereby, and in the moſt particular manner, as 
reſpecting Chriſtians, that it contains the ſtrongeſt 
prohibition againſt it. And every Chriſtian man, 
that can read his Bible, may find that which is of 
the greateſt importance for himſelf 'to know, im- 
plied even under the very inſtitution of bond-ſer- 
* | vants ; 
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vants; and that the ſtate of bondage which the 
law denounces/and deſcribes, was thereby ſo in- 
tended to point out fomething neceſſary, as well 
as ſimilar to all the other ritual and ceremonial 
ſervices z and that the whole is ſet forth in ſuch a 
manner, as containing the very eſſence and foun- 


dation of the Chriſtian religion. And, moreover, 


that it muſt appear evident to any Chriſtian be- 
lever, that it was neceſſary that all theſe things 
ſhould take place, and as the moſt beautiful fabric 
of Divine that in all their variety, and 
in all their forms, they ſhould ſtand recorded un 


der the ſanction of the Divine law. 45 
- And this muſt be obſerved, that it hath ſo 


pleaſed the Almighty Creator, to eſtabliſh all the 
variety of things in nature, different complexions 
and other circumſtances among men, and to re- 
cord the various tranſactions of his own provi- 


dence, with all the ceremonial economy written 
in the books of Moſes, as more particularly re- 


ſpecting and enjoined to the Iſrachtiſh nation and 


people, for the uſe of ſacred language, in order 


to convey wiſdom to the fallen apoſtate human 
race. Wherefore, all the various things eſtabliſh- 


ed, admitted and recorded, whether natural, mo- 


ral, typical or ceremonial, with all the various 


things in nature referred to, were ſo ordered and 


admitted, as figures, types and emblems, and o- 


ther ſymbolical repreſentations, to bring forward, 
uſher in, hold forth and iHuſtrate that moſt ama - 
ing tranſaction, and the things concerning it, of 
all things the moſt wonderful that ever could take 
place amongſt the univerſe of intelligent beings; 


as in that, and the things concerning it, of the 


ſalvation of apoſtate men, and the wonderful be- 


nignity of their Almighty Redeemer. _ 
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- Whoever will give a ſerious and unprejudiced 
attention to the various things alluded to in the 
language of ſacred writ, muſt ſee reaſon to be- 
lieve that they imply a purpoſe and deſign far 
more glorious and important, than what ſeems 
generally to be underſtood by thema and to paint 
to objects and events far more extenſive and in- 
tereſting, than what is generally aſcribed to them. 
But as the grand eligibility and importance of 
thoſe things, implied and pointed out in ſacred 
writ, and the right underſtanding thereof, he- 
longs to the ſublime ſcience of metaphyſics and 
theology to enforce, illuſtrate and explain, I ſhall 
only ſelect a few. inſtances,, which L think have a 
relation to my ſubje& in hand. th oh the 

Among other things it may be conſidered; that 
the different colours and complexions among men 
were intended for another purpoſe and deſign, 
than that of being only eligible; in the variety of 
the ſcale of nature. And, accordingly, had: it 
been otherwiſe, and if there had never been any 
black people among the children of men, nor any 

ted leopards among the beaſts of the earth, 
uch an inſtructive queſtion, by the prophet, could 
not have been propoſed, as this, Can the Ethiopian 
change his ſkin, or ibe leopard his:ſpots# Then, may 
ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed. to: do evil. 
Jer, xiii. 23. The inſtruction intended by chis is 
evident, that it was a convincing and foreible 
argument to ſhew, that none among the fallen 
and apoſtate race of men, can by any effort of 
their own, change their nature ſrom the blackneſa 
and guilt of the ſable dye of fin and polution or 
alter their way accuſtomed. to do evil, from the 
variegated ſpots of their iniquity; and that ſuch a 
change is as impoſſible to be totally and ory 
wool effecte 
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eſfrcted by them, as it is ſor a black man to 
change the colour of his ſkin, or the leopard to 
alter his ſpots. But theſe differences of a natural 
variety atnongſt the things themſelves, is in every 
teſpect equally innooent, and what they cannot 
alter or change, was made to be ſo, and in the 
moſt eligible and primary deſign, were ſo intend- 
ed for the very purpoſes of inſtructive language to 
men. And by theſe extreme differences of co- 
Jour, it was intended to point out and ſhew to the 
white man, that there is a ſinful blackneſs in his 
own nature, which he can no more change, than 
the external blackneſs which. he ſecs in another 
can be rendered otherwiſe; and it likewiſe holds 
out to the black man, that the ſinful blackneſs of 
His own nature is ſuch, that he can no more alter, 
than the outward appearance of his colour can be 
brought to that of another. And this is import- 
ed by it, that there is an inherent evil in every 
man, contrary to that which is good ; and that all 
men are like Ethiopians (even God's elect) in a 
ſtate of nature and unregeneracy, they ate black 
with original fin, and ſpotted with actual trans- 
greſſion, which they cannot reverſe. But to this 
truth, aſſerted of blackneſs, I muſt add another 

lorious one. All thanks and eternal praiſe be to 
God! His infinite wiſdom and goodneſs has found 
out à way of renovation, and has opened a foun- 
tain through the blood of Jeſus, for fin and for 
uncleanneis, wherein all the ſtains and blackeſt 
dyes of ſin and polution can be waſhed away for 
ever, and the darkeſt ſinner be made to ſhine as 
the brighteſt angel in heaven. And for that end 
and purpoſe, God alone has appointed all the 
channels of conveyance of the everlaſting. Goſpel 
for cheſe healing and purifying ſtreams of the 
watep 
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water of liſe to um in, and to bring life and al- 
vation, with light and gladneſs to men; but e 
demounces woe to thoſe who do not receive it 
themfelves, but hinder and debar others ' wht 
would, from coming to: thoſe ſalutary ftreams for 
Me: Vet not alone confined to theſe, nor hinder- 
ed in his purpoſe: by any oppoſers, Hx, who can 
open the eyes of the blind, and make the deaf 20 
hear, can open ſtreums in the deſart, and make 
his benignity to flow, and his ſalvation to viſit, 
eden the meaneſt and moſt ignorant man, in the 
darkeſt ſhades of nature, as well as the moſt 
Jearned on the earth; and he uſually carries on his 
own gracious work of quickening and redeemi 
grace, in a ſecret, ſovereign manner. To this 
muſt again obſerve, and what: I' chiefly: intended 
by this ſimilitude, that the external blackneſs bf 
the Ethiopians, is as innocent and natural, as 
ſpots in the leopards; and that the difference of 
colour and complexion, which in hath pleaſed 
God to appoint among men, are no more unbe- 
coming unto either of them, than the different 
ſhades of the rainbow are unſeemly to the whole, 


It does not alter the nature and quality of a man, 
whether he wears a black or a white coat, whether 
he puts it dn or ſtrips it off, he is ſtill the ſame 
man. And fo likewiſe, when a man comes to 
die, it makes no difference whether he was black 
or white, whether he was male or female, whe- 
ther he was great or ſma}l, or whether he was old 
or young; none of theſe differences alter the eſ- 
fentiality of the man, any more than he had 'wore 
a black or a white coat and thrown it off for ever. 
Another form of inſtruction for the ſame pur- 
poſe, may be taken from the ſlavery and * 
on 
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ſion which men have committed upon one ano- 
ther, as well as that kind of bondage and ſervi- 
tude which was admitted under the ſanct ion of 
the Divine law. But there is nothing ſet forth 
in the law as a rule, or any thing recorded thero- 
in that can ſtand. as a precedent, or make it la 
ful, for men to practice ſlavery ; nor can any laws 
in favour of ſlavery be deduced from thence, for 
to enſlave men, be otherwiſe, than as unwarrantble, 
as it would be unneceſſary and wrong, to order 
and command the ſacrifices of beaſts to be till 
continued. Now the great thing imported by it, 
and what is chiefly to be deduced from it in this 
reſpect, is, that ſo. far as the law concerning bond- 
ſervants, and that eſtabliſnment of ſervitude, as ad- 
mitted in the Moſaical inſtitution, was ſet. forth, 
it was thereby intended to preſigure and point 
out, that ſpiritual ſubjection and bondage to ſin, 


that all mankind, by their original transgreſſion, 


were fallen into. All men in their fallen deprav- 
ed ſtate, being under a ſpirit of bondage, ſunk 
into a nature of brutiſh carnality, and by the luſts 
thereof, they are carried captive and enſlaved ; 
and. the conſequence is, that they are fold under 
ſin and in bondage to iniquity, and carried cap- 
tive hy the devil at his will. This being the * 
the thing proves itſelf; for if there had been no 
evil and ſin amongſt men, there never would have 
been any kind of hondage, ſlavery and oppreſſion 
found amongſt them; and if there was none of 
theſe. things to be ſound, the great cauſe of it 
could not, in the preſent ſituation of men, be 


pointed out to them in that eligible manner as & 


is. Wherefore, it was neceſſary that ſomethin 
of that bondage and ſervitude ſnould be admire 
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all-other reſpects and eireumſtances, was, in it- 
ſelfy contrary to the whole tenure of the Jaw; and 
naturally in1tſelf unlawful for men to practice. 

Nothing bat heavenly wiſdom, and heayenly 
grace, can teach men to underſtand. The moſt 
deplorable of all things is, that the dreadful fitu- 
ation of our univerſalde praved ſtate, Which all 
mankind lyeth under, is ſuch, that thoſe who are 
not redeemed in time, muſt for ever continue to 
be the ſubjects of eternal bondage and mifery. 
Blefſed be God! he hath appointed and ſet up a 
deliverance, and the Saviour of Men is an Al- 
mighty Redeemer, 'When God, the Almighty 
Redeemer and Saviour of his people, brought his 
Iſrael out of Egypt and temporal bondage, it was 
intended and deſigned thereby, to ſet up an em- 
blematical repreſentation of their deliverance from 
the power and captivity of ſin, and from the do- 
mimon of that evil and malignant ſpirit, who had 
with exquifite ſubtilty and guile- at firſt ſeduced 
the original progenitors of mankind, - And when 
they were brought to the promiſed land, and had 
gotten deliverance, and ſubdued their enemies 
under them, they were to reign over them; and 
their - laws reſpecting - bond ſervants, and other 
things of that nature, were to denote, that they 
were to keep under and in ſubjection the whole 
body of their evil affe tions luſts. This is 10 
declared by the Apoſtie, that the“ law is fpiritual, 
and intended for ipiritugl uſes. The general ffate 
of {lavery which took place in the world, among 
other enormous crimes of wicked men might have 
ſerved for an emblem and fimilitude of our ſpts 
ritual: bondage and * iy ſin; but, unleſs it 
had been admitted into the ſpiritual and divine 
law, it could not have — and become 3 

c em 
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blem that there was any ſpiritual reſtoration and 
deliverance afforded to us. By that which is 
evil in captivity and ſlavery among men, we are: 
thereby ſo repreſented to be under a like ſubjec- 
tion to ſin; hut by what is inſtituted in the law 
by Moſes, in that reſpe& we are thereby repre - 
fented as Iſrael to have dominion over fin, and to 
rule over and keep in ſubjection all our ſpiritual 
enemies. And, therefore, any thing which had 
a ſeeming appearance in favour of ſlavery, fo far 
as it was admitted into the law, was to ſhew that 
it was not natural and innocent, like that of dif- 
ferent colours among men, but as neceſſary to be 
made an emblem of what was intended by it, 
and, conſequently, as it ftands enjoined among 
other typical repreſentations, 'was to ſhew that 
every thing of any evil appearance of it, was to 
be removed, and to end with the other typical 
and ceremonial injunctions, when the time of 
that diſpenſation was over. This muſt appear 
evident to all Chriſtian believers ; and ſince there- 
fore all thefe things are fulfiled in the eftablith- 
ment of Chriſtianity, there is now nothing re- 
maining in the law for a rule of practice to men, 
but the ever abiding obligations, and ever bind- 
ing injunctions of moral rectitude, juſtice, equi- 
ty and righteouſneſs. All the other things in the 
Divine law, are for ſpiritual uſes and ſnnilitudes, 
for giving inſſruction to the wife, and unders 
ſtanding to the upright in heart, that the man of 
God may be perſect, throughly furniſhed unto all 
works. 

Among other things alſo, the wars of the If« 
raclites, and the extirpation of the Canaanites, 
and other cireumſtances as recorded in ſacred 


hiſtory, were intended to give inſtruction to men, 
N but 
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but have often been-perverted to the moſt fla» 
grant abuſe, and even inverted to the moſt no- 
torious purpoſes, for men to embolden them- 
ſelves to commit wickedneſs. Every poſſciſion 
that men enjoy upon earth are the gifts of God, 
and he who gives them, may either take them 
away again from men, or he may take men away 
themſelves from the earth, as it pleaſeth him, 
But who dare, even with Lucifer, the malignant 
devourer of the world, think to imitate the moſt 
High ? The extirpation of the Canaanites out of 
their land, was ſo ordered, not only to punith 
them for their idolatry and abominable wicked- 
neſs, but alſo to thew forth the honour of his 
power, and the ſovereignty of him who is the 
only potent one that reigneth over the nations; 
that all men at that time might learn to frar and 
know him who is Jehovah ; and ever fince that it 
might continue a ſtanding memorial of him, and 
a ſtandard of honor unto him who. doth accord- 
ing to his will among the armies of heaven, and 
whatever pleaſeth him with the inhabitants of the 
earth, And, in general, theſe tranſactions ſtand 
recorded for an emblematical uſe and fimilitude, 
in the ſpiritual warfare of every true Iſraelite 
throughout all the ages of time. Every real be- 
liever and valiant champion in the knowledge and 
faith of their Omnipotent Saviour and Almighty 
Deliverer, as the very nature of Chriſtianity re- 
quires and enjoins, knoweth - the. uſe of theſe 
things, and they know baw 10 endure bardne/s as 
good ſoldiers of Feſus Chriſt, They have many bat» 


tles to fight with their unbelief, the perverſcneſs 
of their nature, evil tempers and beſetting fins, 
theſe Canaanites which ſtill dwell in their land. 
They are ſo — with adverfaries, 3 
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they have need always to be upon their guard, ſelf 
and to have all their armour on. They are com- A8. 
manded to caſt off the works of darkneſs, and to put m"_ 
on the whole armour of righteouſneſs and light ; and ne 
that they may be firong in the Lord, and in the power N 
of his might. For it is required that they ſhould be cry 
able to ſtand againſt the wiles of the devil, the powers 1 
of the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt 7: 
ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. And as their 45 

oes are mighty and tall lite the Anakims, and fenced v 
up to heaven, they muſt be mighty warriors, nen Ma. 
of renown, valiant for the truth, ftrong in the faith, 1 
fighting the Lord's battles, and overcoming all their 115 
enemies, through the dear might of the Great Cap- | e 
tain of their ſalvation. In this warfare, ſhould h A 
they meet with fome mighty Agag, fome ftrong als 
corruption, or beſctting fin, they are command- by i 
ed to cut it down, and with the ſword of Samuel | *2 b 
to hew it to pieces before the Lord. This, in its corg 
literal ſenſe, may ſeem harth, as if Samuel had tuin 
been cruel; and ſo will our ſins, and other ſin- 8 


ners infinuate. and tell us not to mind ſuch things 
as the perfect law of God requires. But if we that 
confider that the Lord God who breathed into | thin; 


man the breath of liſe, can ſuſpend and take it of t] 
away when he pleaſeth, and that there is not a And 
moment we have to exiſt, wherein that life may oi 
not be ſuſpended before the next: it was there- thing 


fore of an indifferent matter for that man Agag, | *© 
when the Lord, who hath the breath and life of || then 
every man in his hand, had appointed him at 


that time to die, for his great wiekedneſs and the they 
murders committed by him, whether he was auto 
ſlain by Samuel or any other means. But what with 
Samuel, the ſervant of the Lord, did in that in- Hi 


ſtance, was in obedience to his voice, and in it- 1 thi 
, _ ſelf |} 
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ſelf a righteous deed, and a juſt judgment upon 
Agag. And the matter imported by it, was alſo 
intended to ſhew, that all our Amalekite ſins, 
and even the chief and darling of them, the ava- 
ricious and covetous Agags, ſhould be cut off for 
ever. But if we ſpare them, and leave them to 
remain alive in ſtubborn diſobedience to the law 
and commandments of God, we thould in that 
caſe, be like Saul, cut off ourſelves ſrom the king- 
dom of his grace. According, to this view, it 
may ſuffice to ſhew (and what infinite wiſdom in- 
tended, no doubt,) that a wiſe and righteous aſe 
= be made of thoſe very things, which. other» 
wiſe are generally perverted to wrong purpoſes... 

And now, as to theſe few inftances. which I 
ha ve collected from that ſacred hypotheſis, where- 
by it is ſhewn, that other things are implied and 
to be underſtood by the various incidents as re- 
corded in facred writ, with a variety of other 
things in nature, bearing an analogous alluſion. 
to things of the greateſt importance for eye 
Chriſtian man to know OTE! — 
that the whole of the ritual law, though theſe 
things themſelves are not to be again repeated, is 
of that nature and uſe as never to be forgot. 
And therefore to ſuppoſe, or for any Chriſtians 
to ſay, that they have nothing to do with thoſe 
things now in the right uſe thereof, and what 
was e and imported thereby reſpecting 
themſelves, would be equally as abſurd as to hear 
them ſpeaking in the language of devils; and 
they might as well ſay as they did, when ſpeaking 
out of the demoniac, that they have nothing to do 
with Chriſt. 

Having thus endeavoured to ſhew, and what, 
| think, muſt appear evident and obvious, that 
E 3 none 
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none of all theſe grand pretenſions, as generally 
made uſe of by the favourers of flavery, to en- 
courage and embolden them, in that iniquitous 
traffic, can have any foundation or ſhadow. of 
truth to ſupport them; and that there is nothing 
in fidtite; feaſbll, and ſeripture can be ford; 
in any manner or way, to warrant the enffaving 
of blatk people more than others. 
But I am aware that ſome of theſe arguments 
will weigh nothing againſt ſuch men as db 'not 
believe rhe ſcriptures themfaves, nor care tt un- 
derſtand; but let them be aware not to make uſe 
of theſe things againſt us which they do not be“ 
zeve, or whatever pretence they may have fot 
mmitting violence againſt us. Any property 
a away from others, Whether by Realth, 
aud, or violence, muſt b& wrong; but to take 
away men themſelves, and keep them in ſlavery, 
muſt be worſe. Shin for ein, all that a man hath 
would be give for his life; and would rather lote 
his property to any amvunt whatever, than to 
Habe His Tiverty taken away, and be kept as a 
ſtave. It muſt be an inconceivable fallacy to 
think otherwiſe : none but the inconfiderate, 
moft 6bdurate and ſtubborn, could ever think 
that it was right to enſtave others. But the way 


the wicked is brutiſh * bis own iniquity Jhall 


take the thicked himſelf, and be ſhall be holden with 
tht cords of his fins > he ſhall die without inſtruction, 
aud in the greatneſs of his folly be ſhall go aftray. 
Among the various ſpecies of men that com- 
mit rapihe, and violence, and murders. and theft, 
updn their fellow- creatures, like the ravenous 
beaſts of the night, prowling for their prey, there 
are alſo thofe that ſet out their heads in the open 
day, oppoſing all the obligations of civilization 
85 among 
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among men, and breaking through all the laws 
of juſtice and equity to them, and making even 
the very things which are analogous to the obti= 
gations, which ought to warn and ' prohibit 
them, a pretence for their iniquity and injuſtice. 
Such are the infidious merchants and pirates that 
gladen their oars with the carnage and captivity 
of men, and the vile negyciators and -enflavers 
of the human ſpecies. The prohibitions againſt 
them are ſo ſtrong, chat, in order to break 
through and to commit the moſt- notorious and 
flagrant crimes with impunity, they are obliged 
to oil their poiſonous pretences with various per- 
verſions of ſundry tranſactions of things even in 
facred writ, that the acrimonious points of their 
arſenic may be fwallowed down the better, and 
the evil effects of their crimes appear the leſs. In 
this reſpect, inſtead of the ſacred biftory of the N. 
raelitiſh mation being made profitable --to ibn, for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and far inftrut- 
tion in righteouſneſs,” as it was intended, and given 
to men for that purpoſe z but, inſtead thereof, 


the wars of the Ifraclites, the extirpation and 
ſubjection of the Canaanites, and other tranſ- 


actions of that kind, are generally madè uſe of 
by wicked men as precedents and pretences' to 


encourage and embolden 4hemfelves to commit 


cruelty and flavery on their fellow-ereatures: 
and the mercileſs depredators, negociators, and 
enflavers of men, revert to the very ritual aw of 
Moſes as a precedent ſor their barbarity, cfuelty, 
and injuſtice; Which law, though devoid of any 
iniquity, as bearing a parallel alluſion to other 
things fignified thereby, can afford no prededent 
for their evil way, in any mape or view: what 


was intended by it is fulfilled, and in no reſpect, 
: ar 
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or any thiug like it, can be repeated again, with- 
out tranſgreſſing and breaking , through every 
other injunction, precept, and command of the 
juſt and tremendous law of God. 
...- The, conſequence of their apoſtacy from God, 
and diſobedience to his law, became a ſnare to 
thoſe men, in times of old, who departed from 
it ; and becauſe of their diſobedience and wicked- 
neſs, the ſeveral nations, which went aſtray af- 
ter cheir own. abominations, were viſited with 
many dreadful calamities and judgments. But 
to ſet up the ways of the wicked for an example, 
and to make the laws reſpecting their ſuppreſ- 
fion, and the judgments that were inflicted upon 
them for their iniquity, and even the written 
word of, God, and the tranſactions of his provi- 
dence, to be reverſed and become and prece- 
dents and pretences for men to commit depreda- 
tions and extirpations, and for enſlaving and ne- 
gociating or merchandizing the human ſpecies, 
muſt be horrible wickedneſs indeed, and ſinning 
with, a high hand. And it cannot be thought 
otherwiſe, but that the abandoned aggreſſors, 
among. the learned nations will, in due time, as 
the juſt reward of their aggravated iniquity, be 
vifited with ſome more dreadful and tremendous 
judgments of the righteous vengeance of God, 
than what even befel to the Canaanites of old, 
And it may be conſidered further, that to draw 
any inferences in favour, of extirpation, ſlavery, 
and negociation of men, from the written word 
of God. or from any thing elſe in the hiſtory 
and cuftoms of different nations, as a precedent 
to embolden wicked men in their wickedneſs ; 
cannot be more wicked, ridiculous, and abſurd 
to ſhew any favour to theſe inſidious . — 
an 
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and enflavers, than it would be to ftand and 
laugh, and- look on with a brutal and favage im- 
punity, at beholding the following ſuppoſition 
tran'afted, Suppoſe two or three half-witted 
foolith fellows happened to come paſt a crowd of 
people, gazing at one, which they had hung up 
by the neck on a tree, as a victim ſuffering for 
breaking the laws of his country; and ſuppoſes 
theſe fooliſh fellows went on a little way in a bye 
path, and found ſome innocent perſon, not ſuf- 
pecting any harm till taken hold of by them, and 
could not deliver himſelf from them, and juſt 
becauſe they had ſeen among the crowd of people 
which they came paſt, that there had been a man 
hung by the neck, they took it into their fooliſh 
wicked heads to hang up the poor innocent man 
on the next tree, and juſt did as they had ſeen 
others do, to pleaſe their own fancy and baſe 
fooliſhneſs, to ſee how he would Foie. Now if 
any of the other le happened to come up to 
hw, and ſaw wha hay E be would an 
hefitate a moment to determine between them- 
ſelves and theſe fooliſh raſcals which had done 
wickedneſs? Surely not; they would  immedi- 
ately take hold of ſuch ſtupid wicked wretches, 
if it was in their power, and for their bratiſh 
fooliſhneſs, have them chained in a Bedlam, or 
hung on a gibbet. But what would theſe baſe 
foolith wretches ſay for themſelves ? That they 
ſaw others do fo, and they thought there had 
been no harm in it, and they only did as they 
had ſeen the crowd of people do before. A poor 
foolith, baſe, raſcally excuſe indeed! But not a 
better excuſe than this, can the brutiſh enſlavers 
and negociators of men find in all the annals of 
hiſtory, Theenſnarers, negociators, and 2 
Orrs 
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fors of men, have only to become more aban- 
doned in wickedneſs than theſe ſuppoſed wretches 
could be; and to paſs on in the moſt abomin- 
able bye paths of wickedneſs, and make every 
thing that they can fee an example for their 
brutal barbarit); and whether it be a man 
hanged for his crimes, or' an innocent man for 
the wretched wickedneſs of others; right or 
wrong it makes no diffirence to them, if they 
can only ſatisfy their own wretched and brutal 
avarice, Whether it be the Iſraelites ſubjecting 
the Canaanites for their crimes, or the Canaan- 
ites TabjeRing the Iſraelites, to gratify their own 
wickedneſs, it makes no difference to them. 
When they ſee ſome baſe wretches like them- 
Jelves enſnaring, enſlaving, oppreſſing, whip- 
ping, ſtarving with hunger, and cruelly tortur- 
Ing and murdering. ſome of the poor helplefs 
part of mankind, they would think no harm in 
it, they would do the fame. Perhaps the Greeks 
and Romans, and other crowds of barbarous na- 
tions have done ſo. before; they can make that a 
precedent, and think no harm in it, they would 
15 do the ſame, and worfe than any barbarous 
nations ever did before: and if they lob6k back- 
wards and forwards they can find tio better pre- 
cedent, ancient or modern, than, that which is 
wicked, mean, brutiſh, and "baſe. To practiſe 
duch abominable. parallels of wickedneſs of en- 
Inaring, negociating, and enflaving men, 1s the 
ſcandal and ſhame of mankind ; And what muſt 
we think of their crimes? Let the groans and 
crits of the murdered, and the cruel ſlavery of 
.the-Africans tell! 198 2 
They that can ſtand and look on and behold 
no evil in the infamous traffic of ſlavery muſt be 


ſunk 


A A 


— 


2 


| | —=T 2 
o 'THE EVIL OF SEAVERY. 59 
ſunk to a wonderful degree of inſenſibility ; but 
ſurely thoſe that can delight in that evil way for 
their gain, and be pleaſed with the wickedneſs of 
the wicked, and fee no harm in ſuhjecting their 
fellow-creatures to flayery, and keeping them in 
i ſtate of bondage and. ſubjection as a brilfe, 
muſt be wretchedly brutiſh indeed. But ſo be- 
witched are the general part of mankind with 
fome ſottiſh or ſelfiſh. principle, that they care 
nothing about what is right or wrong, any far- 
ther than their own intereſt leads them to; and 
when avarice leads them on they can plead a 
thoufand excuſes for doing wrong, or letting 
others do wickedly, ſo as they have any advan- 
tage by it, to their own gratification and uſe, 
That ſottiſh and ſelfiſh principle, without con- 
cern and 4iſcernment among men is ſuch, that if 
they can only proſper themſelves, they care no- 
thing about the miſerable fituation of others: 
and hence it is, that even thoſe who are elevated 
to high rank of power and affluence, and as be- 
toming their eminent tations, have opportunity 
of extending their views afar, yet they can ſhut 
their eyes at this enormous evil of the ſlavery and 
commerce of the human ſpecies ; and, contrary 
to all the boaſted accompliſhments, and fine vir- 
tues of the civilized and enlightened nations, they 
can fit till and let the torrent of robbery,  ſla» 
yery, and oppreſſion roll on. | 
| There is a way which ſeemeth good unto 4 man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death. Should 
the enſlavers of men think to juſtify themſelves 
in their evil way, or that it can in any poſſible 
way be right for them to ſubje& others to ſla- 
yery ; it is but charitable to evince and declare 
unto them, that they are thoſe who have gone 
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into that eyil way of brutiſh ſtupidity as well as 
wickedneſs, that they can behold nothing of mo- 


U rectitude and equity amo en but in the 
a darkneſs. of their pod Nu wot like 
the owls and night-hawks,” who can fee nothin 
but miſt and darkneſs in the ,meridian blaze hy 
day. When m mA, forſake the paths of virtue, 
xighte ouſn els, J ice, and mercy, and become 

It! ad n mn = Ways all their pretended vir- 
tes, ſenfibility and prudence among men, how- 
ever high they. may nfs in their own, and of 
others eſtimation only appear to be but ſpe- 
cious villainy at aft, That yirtue which will ever 

o men any good in the end, is as far from that 
which ſome men call ſuch, as the gaudy appear: 
ance of fl glow-worm i in the da + is to the in- 
wuinhe value and luſtre of a Aaladad; far if a 
man hath not love in his heart to bis” fellow- 
creatures, - with a generous philanthropy diffyſed 
throughout his whole, f foul, all his other virtues 
are not worth a Aras, 7 

The whole law of God i founded upon love, 

and the" two. grand Vence of it dy. theſe : 

ou 775 love the I. *, thy God with all thy heart 
and wit þ all iby ſoul ; ang thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
buur as Phyſelf. A And ſo it was when man was 1 
created and made ; they were created male an 
female, and. pronounced to be in the n of 
God, an l, as his repreſentative, to have domi- 
nion over the lower creation: and their Maker, 
who is love, and the intellectual Father of Spi- 
rits, bleſſrd them, and commanded them to ariſe 
in a bond of union of nature and of blood); each 
being a brother and a ſiſter together, and each 
the Jover and the loved of one another. But 


when they were enyied and NAGY by the grand 
enſtavex 
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Fenflaver of men, all their jarting, incoherency” 
aroſe, and thoſe who adhered to their pernicious 
uſurper ſoon became envious, hatetul,” and ha- 
ting one another. And thoſe who go on to in- 
jure, enſnare, oppreſs, and enffave their fellow - 
creatures, manifeſt their hatred to men, and 
maintain their own infamous dignity and vaſſal- 
age, as the ſervants of fin and the devil: but the 
man that has any honour as a man ſcorns their 
i2nominious dignity : the noble philanthropiſt 
looks up to his God and Father as his only ſove- 
reign ; and he looks around on his fellow men as 
his brethren and friends; and in every ſituation 
and caſe, however mean and contemptible they 
may ſeem, he endeavours to do them good: and 
ſhould he meet with one in the deſert, whom he 
never ſaw before, he would hail him my brother! 
my ſiſter ! my friend! how fares it with thee? 

And if he can do any of them any good it would 
gladden every nerve of his ſoul. a ALF 
But as chere is but one law and one manner pre- 
feribed univerſally for all mankind, for you, and 
for the flranger that ſejourneth with you, and where- 
fover they may be ſcattered throughout the face 
of the whole earth, the difference of none 
al 


and inferiority which are found ſubſiſting amon 
them is no way incompatible with the univ 
law of love, honor, righteouſneſs, and equity; 
ſo that a free, voluntary, and ſociable ſervitude, 
which is the very baſis of human ſociety, either 
civil or religious, whereby we ſerve one. another 
that we may be ſerved; or do good that good 
may be done unto us, i in all thinks requiſite 
ad agreeable to all law and juſtice. But the 
taking away the natural liberties of men, and 
compelling them to any involuntary ſlavery,” or 
35 | compulſory, 
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compulfory ſervice, is an injury and robbery - 
contrary to all law, civilization, reaſon, juſtice, 
equity, and humanity : therefore when men 
break through the laws of God, and the rules of 
civilization among men, and go forth to ſteal, 
to rob, to plunder, to oppreſs and to enſlave, and 
to deſtroy their fellow - creatures, the laws of God 
and man require that they thould be ſuppreſſed, 
w deprived of their liberty, or perhaps their 
ves. | 

But juſtice and equity does not always refide 
zmong men, even where ſome conſiderable de- 
of civilization is maintained ; if it had, that 
moſt infamous reſervoir of public and abandoned 
merchandizers and enflavers of men would not 
have been ſuffered ſo long, nor the pot unfor- 
tunate Aſricans, that never would have croſſed 
the Atlantic to rob them, would not have be- 
come their prey. But it is juſt as great and as 
heinous a tranſgreſſion of the law of God to 


ſteal, kidnap, buy, ſell, and enſlaye any one of 


the Africans, as it would be to enſnare any other 
man in the fame manner, let him be who he will, 
And ſuppoſe that ſome of the African pirates had 
been as dextrous as the Europeans, and that they 
had made excurſions on the coaſt of Great-Bri- 
tain or elſewhere, and though even aſſiſted by 
ſome of yonr own infiduous neighbours, for there 
may be ſome men even among you vile enough 
to do ſuch a thing if they could get money by 
it ; and that they thould carry off your ſons and 
your daughters, and your wives and friends, to 
à perpetual and barbarous flayery, you would 
certainly think that thoſe African pirates were 
juſtly deſerving of any puniſhment that could be 
put upon them. But the Eyrppean pirates and 


merehagqigert 
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merchandizers. of the human 22 let them 
belong to what nation they will, are equally. as 
bad ; and they have no better right to ſteal, kids 
nap,; buy, and carry away and ſell the Africans, 
than the Africans would have to carry away. any 
of the Europeans in the ſame, barbarous and un- 
lawful manner. 21gewolldh 3196s 44h 
But again, let us follow the European piracy 
to the Weſt - Indies, or any where among Chrii- 
tians, and this law of the Lord Chris muſt flare 
every infidel ſlave-holder in the face, Aud as. ye 
would that man ſhould do 10 you, do, ye ade to them 
likewiſe. But there is no flave-holdex would like 
to haye himſelf enſlaved, and to be treated as 2 
dog, and fold like a beaſt; and therefore the 
flave-holders, and merchandiaers of men, tranſ- 
greſs this plain law, and they commit a greater 
violation againſt it, and act more contrary unte 
it, than it would be for a parcel of ſlaves ta af- 
ſame authority over their maſters, and campel 
them to flavery under them; for, if that was nat 
doing as they would wiſh to be done to, it would 
be doing, at leaſt, as others do to them, in a way 
equally as much and more wrong. But our Di- 
vine Lord and Maſter Chriſt alſo tcacheth men to 
forgive one anetber their treſpaſſes, and that we are 
not to do -evil:becauſe others do ſa, and to re- 
venge injuries dane unto us, Wherefare it is 
better, and more our duty, ta ſuſſer ourſelves to 
be lathed and ervelly treated, than to take up the 
taſk of their barbarity.. The juſt law of God: re- 
quires. an equal retaliation and reſtoration for 
every injury that men may da to others, ta ſheuy 
the greatueſs of the crime but the law of .fory 
bearance, rhteguſneſe and torgivenels, forbids 
the retaliation ta be fought after, when a 
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be doing as great an injury to them, without any 
reparation or benefit to ourſelyes. For what man 
can reſtore an eye that he may have deprived 
another of, and if even a double puniſhment was 
to paſs upon him, and that He was to loſe both 
his eyes for the crime, that would make no repa- 
ration to the other man whom he had deprived of 
one eye. And fe, likewiſe, When a man is car- 
ried captive and enflaved, and maimed and cru- 
elly treated, that would make no adequate repa- 
ration and reſtitution for the injurics he had re- 
ceived, if he was even to get the perſon who had 
enſnared him to be taken captive and treated in 
the fame manner. What he is to ſeek after is a 
_ deliverance and protection for himſelf, and not a 
upon others. + Wherefore the honeſt and 
upright, like tg Jo Bethlehem Joſeph, cannot 
think of doing evil, nor require an equal retalia- 
tion for ſuch injuries done to them, ſo as to re- 
venge themſelves upon others, for that which 
would do them no manner of good, Such ven- 
geance belongeth unto the Lord, and he will ren- 
der vengeance and recompence to his enemies and 
the violaters of his law. eh Le 
But thus faith the law of God: If a man be 
found flealing any of bis neighbours, or he that ſteal- 
eth a man (let bin be wwho he will) and /elleth him, 
or that maketh merchandize of bim, or if he be fouud 
in bis haud, then that thief ſhall die. However, in 


all modern ſla very N Chriſtians, who ought 
to know this law, they have not had any regard 
to it. Surely if any law among them aUmits of 
death as a puniſhmeut for robbing or defrauding! 
others of their money or goods, it ought to be 
double death, if it was poſſible, when a man is 
robbed of himſelf, and. fold” into captivity _— 
, | cru 


ON THE" EVIL oy SUAVERY: 6g 
cruel Mavery. © But becauſe/of his bwn/ goodneſs, 
and becauſe of the univerſal depravity of men, 
the Sovereign Judge of all has Introduced a law 
of forbearaice, to ſpare ſach ors, where 
in many caſes che law dendinets' death as the 
punimment for their crimes; unleſt for thoſe 
founded upon murder, or fuch abominations a8 
cannot be forborn with in any civilization among 
men. But this law of forbeatunce is no altera- 
tion of the law itſelf; it is only a refpite in order 
to ſpare ſuch as will fly to him for refuge and 
forgiveneſs for all their erimes, and for all their 
iniquities, who is the righteous fulfiller of the 
law, and the ſurety and repieſentarive of cen 
before God: and if they do not repent of their 
iniquity, and reform to à life of new obedience; 
as being under greater obligations to the la 


but go on in their evil way, they muſt at laſt for 


ever lie under the curſe and every penalty of the 
Juſt and holy law of the Moſt High. This ſeems 
to be determined ſo by that Great'Judge of the 
law, when the accuſets of a woman, taken in 
adultery, brought her before him, he ſtooped 
down as a man and wrote, we may ſuppoſe,” the 
crimes of her accuſers in the duſt, and as rhe 
God of all intelligence painted them in their con- 
ſciences, wherefore they fled away one by one, 
and the woman was fell alone, debe him; and 
as there was none of het accuſers in that caſe 
righteous enough to throw the firſt ſtone; and to 
ezccbte the law upon het, ſhe was, Bid to go and 
ſin no more. But it is maniſeſt that every crime 
that men may commit, where death is mentioned 


as the penalty thereof in the rightedus law of 


God, it denotes a very great offence and # heinous | 
trangreſſion ; and atchough, in many caſes, it may 
a F meet 
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meet with ſome, mitigation in the puniſhment, 
becauſe of the forbearance, of God, and the un- 
righteouſneſs of men, it cannot thereby be thought 
the leſs criminal in itſelf. But it alſo ſuppoſes, 
where ſtrict ſeveraties are made ule of in the laws 
of civilization, that the doers of the law, and the 
judges of it, ought to be very righteous them- 
ſelves. And with regard to that law of men- 
ſtealers, merchandizers, and of ſlaves found in 
their hands, that whatever mitigation and for; 
bearance ſuch offenders ought to meet with, their 
crimes denote a very heinous, offence, and a great 
violation of the law of God; they ought, there- 
fore, to be puniſhed according to their treſpaſſes, 
which, in ſome caſes, ſhould be death, if the 
perſon ſo robbed. and ſtole, ſhould die in conſe+ 
quence theres?, or ſhould. not be reſtored and 
brought back; and even then to be liable to 
every damage and penalty that the judges ſhould 
think proper: for ſo it is annexed to this law 
and required, that men ſhould put away evil from 
among them, But this cannot now extend to the 
Weſt-India . ſlavery : what ſhould rather be re- 
quired of them, in their preſent caſe of infatua; 
tion, is to ſurrender and give it up, and heal the 
ſtripes that they have wounded, and to pour the 
3 bal of Chriſtianity into the bleeding 
wounds of Heathen barbarity and cruelty. y. 
All the criminal laws of civilization ſeem. ta be 
8 upon that lay of God which was, pubr 
iſhed to Noah and his ſons; and, conſequently, 


et It, begarogs Aft 
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as it is again and aga 


reverſible, and univerlal to all mankind. An 
fare, your blood of your lives will, I require :. af the 
hang of every beaſt will T require il; and at the haud 
of man, at the baud of evi man, brother, ill 1 

4 require 
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require the life of man. Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, 
by man ſhall bis blood be ſhed: for in the image of 
God made be man. If this law of God had not 
been given to men, murder itſelf would not. 
have been any crime; and. thoſe who puniſhed 
it with death would juſt have been as guilty as 
the other. But the law of God is juſt, righteous 
and holy, and ought to be regarded and revered 
above all the laws of men; and this is added 
unto it : bat thing ſoever [command you, ober ve 
to do it: thou Hall not add thereto, nor diminiſh 
from it. But it is an exceeding impious thing 
for men ever to preſume, or think, as ſome will 
ſay, that they would make it death as a puniſn- 
ment for ſuch a thing, and ſuch a treſpaſs ; or 
that they can make any criminal laws of civiliza- 
tion as binding with a penalty of death for any 
thing juſt what they pleaſe. No ſuch thing can 
be ſuppoſed ;/ no man upon earth ever had, or 
ever can have, a right to make laws where a pe- 
nalty of cutting off by death is required as the 
pumſhment for the tranſgreſſion thereof: what is 
3 of men is to be the doers of the law, 
and ſome of them to be judges of it; and if they 
judge wrongfully ke away the lives of their 
fellow-creatures contrary to the law of God, they 
commit murder. TE 1170 

The reaſon why à man ſuffers, death for break- 
ing the laws of his country is, becauſe he. tranſ- 
greſſetli the law of God in that community he be- 
longs to; and the laws of civilization are bind- 
ing to put that law in force, and to point out 
and ſhew a ſufficient warrant wherefore he ſhould 
ſuffer, according as the juſt law of God requires 
for his treſpaſs ; and Gy it is juſt and right _ 
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he ſhould die for his crime. And as murder is 
itreverſibly to be puniſhed with death, ſomerimes 
when it is not done, but only implied or even- 
tually intended, it even then requires drath; and 
in chis ſenſe it becomes right to face our enemies 
in the field of battle, and to cut them off. And 
when ſpies and incendiaries riſe up, or when re- 
bellions break forth, and the lives of the Sove- 
reign and others, and the good of the commu- 
nity js not ſaſe while ſuch pretenders and their 
chief ſupporters are ſuffered to live; then it may 
be Jawful, in ſome caſes, that they ſhould die; 
but in caſes of this kind there is generally more 
cowardice and cruelty than juſtice and mercy re- 
garded, and more diſcretionary power left for 
men to uſe their authority in, and to eſtabliſh 
criminal ; laws or precedents than in any: thing 
elſe, Hence we may ſind many of the different 
chicfs and kings in different parts of the world, 
in all ages, wading through a ſea of blood to 
their thrones, or ſupporting themſelves upon it, 
by deſolating and deipeyin erbt, and we may 
find good and bad in all ages ſetting up wretched 
examples for men to- be guided by; and herein 
we may find a David, a Solomon, a Cromwell, 
committing murder and death, and a Charles the 
Second committing a greater carnage upon more 
innocent people than thoſe who ſuffered in the 


reign of a bloody Queen Mary; and even in a 


late rebellion there were many ſuffered in Britain, 
which, if they had been preſerved to this mild 
reign, they would have been as good neighbours, 
and as faithful ſubjects, as any other. But among 
alli pretences ſor taking away the lives of men by 
apy form of law, that for religion is the moſt 
| unwar- 
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unwarrantable : ' it. is the command of God to 
ſuppreſs idolatry, and to break down the images 
and external pomp of groſs ſuperſtition, but not 
to deſtroy men themſelves: that perſecution. is 
murder if it takes away the lives of men for 
their religion, for it has nothing to do with what 
men may think with reſpect to their own duty; 
and if a man is fooliſh enough to make an image 
of wood or ſtone, and to worſhip it, or even to 
adore a picture, if he keeps it to himſelf, perſe- 
cution has nothing to do with him. 14 
The law of God forbids. a manner of cove- 
touſneſs and theft: but when any thing is taken 
away by ſtealth, it is not like thoſe injuries which 
cannot be reſtored, as the cutting off or wound- . 
ing any of the members of the body ; but it ad- 
mits of a poſlible reſtoration, whether the viola- 
tors can reftore it or not as the law requires, ſo 
if a man owes a juſt debt it is not the leſs due 
by him if he has got nothing to pay it with; 
ſuch trangreſſors ought to be puniſhed accordi 
to their treſpaſſes, but not with death: for the 
law of God is, © If a thief be found breaking up, 
ce and he be ſmitten that he die, if it was in he 
ce night there ſhall be no blood ſhed” for him; 
ce but if the ſun be riſen upon him, there was 
* blood required for him if he was killed; for 
<{aith the law it required only he ſhould make 
ce full reſtitution ; and if he had nothing, then 
* he ſhould be ſold for his theft. And if any 
* manner of theft be found in a man's hand, the 
© law requires a retaliation and reſtoration ;_ that 
ce is, that he ſhould reſtore double; but if it be 
* ſold ot made away with, it was then to be four- 
i fold; and, in ſome caſes, five, ſix or ſeyen times 
* . * as 
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ce as much *.” According to this law, when the 
roperty of others is taken away, either by ſtealth, 
| 2 51 or violence, the aggreſſors ſhould be ſub- 
jected to ſuch bondage and hard labour, (and 
eſpecially when the treſpaſs is great, and they 
have nothing to pay) as would be requiſite to 
make reſtitution to the injured, and to bring 
about a reformation to themſelves. And if they 
— committed violence either by threats or 

ce, they ought to ſuffer bodily puniſhment, 
and the ſeverity of it according to their crime 
and the ſtubbornngſs of their obduracy; and 
ſuch, puniſhments 3s are neceſſary ſhould be in- 
flicted upon them without pitying or ſparing 
them, though perhaps not to be continued for 
ever in the brutal manner that the Welſt-India 
* mee for almoſt no crimes. 

But v TS; 
ner of their property is often attended with ſuch 
cruelty. and violence, and a ſevere loſs to the ſuf- 
ferers, it may, in ſome, caſes, be thought that 
the law of God ſufficiently warrants the taking 
away the lives of the aggreſſars.; for the taking 
away of a man's property in general may be con» 
ſidered as taking away his life, or at leaſt the 
means of his ſupport, and then the puniſhing the 
tranſgreſſors with death can only in that cale be 
reckoned a conſtructive murder. Wherefore the 
tranſgreſſors ought to be puniſhed ſeverely ; but 
neyer with any laws of civilization where death is 
concerned, without a regard to the law of God. 


A great part of this law is ſtrictly obſerved. in Africa, 
and we make uſe of ſacrifices, and keep a ſabbath every ſe- 
venth day, more ſtrictly than Chriſtians generally do. 
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ereas the robbing of others in any man- 
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And when the law of God admits of a forbear- 
ance, and a kind of forgiveneſs in many things, 
it ought to be the grand law of civilization to 
ſeek out ſuch rules of puniſhment as are beſt cal 
culated to prevent injuries of every kind, and to 
reclaim the tranſgreſſors; and it is beſt, if it can 


be done, to puniſh with a leſs degree of ſeverity 


than their crimes deſerve, But all the laws of 
civilization muſt jar greatly when the law of God 
is ſcrewed up in the greateſt ſeverity to puniſh 
men for their crimes on the one hand, and on 
the other to be totally diſtegardedꝰ . When the 
Divine law points out a theft, where the "thief 
ſhould make reſtitution for his treſpaſs, the laws 
of civilization ſay, he muſt die for his crime: 
and when that law tells us, that he who ſtealeth 
or maketh merchandize of men, that ſuch ta thief 
ſhall .ſurely die, the laws of civilization ay, in 
many caſes, that it is no crime. In this the ways 
of men are not equal; but let the wiſe and juſt 
determine whether the laws of God or the laws of 
Amongſt ſome of the tranſgreſſors of 
the laws 5 civilization, oſs that - the 
blic by forgery, or by ſubſtituting or i 
rs of the ted Peeie, ought to dave ther 
lives or their liberties taken away; for although 
they may not do any perſonal injury, they commit 
the greateſt robbery and theft, both to indivi- 
duals and the whole community. But even in the 
ſuppreſſion of thoſe, men have no right to add op 


* This confeſſional minfre! may be often repeated; but; 1 
fear, ſeldom regarded: We have offended againt thy hol 
% laws ; we have left undone thoſe thin which we ought t 


* have} done; and we have done thoſe things whic vo 


diminiſh 


d ought-not to have done," 
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diminſh any thing to the law of God, with teſpect 
to taking away their lives. Wherefore, if the law 
of God does not fo clearly warrant, that they 
ſhould die for their theft, it, at leaſt, fully war- 
rants that they ſhould be ſold into ſlavety for 


their crimes; and the laws of civilization may 


juſtly bind them, and hold them in perpetual 
bondage, becauſe they have ſold themſelves to 
work iniquity; but not that they ſhould be ſold 
to the heathen, or to ſuch as would not inſtruct 
them: for there might be hope, that if good in- 
ſtruction was properly adminiſtered unto them, 
there might be a poſſible reformacion wropght 
upon-ſome of them. Some, by their! ingemous 
aſſiduity, have tamed the moſt ſavage wild beaſts ; 
jt is Certainly more laudable to tame the moſt 
'brutiſh and ſavage men, and, in time, there might 
be ſome Oneſimus's found amongſt them, that 
would become uſeſul to reclaim others. Thoſe 
that break the laws of civilization, in any flagrant 
manner, are the only ſpecies of men that others 
have a right to enſlave; and ſuch ought to be ſold 
to the community, with every thing that can be 
found belonging to them, to make à commuta- 
tion of reſtitution as far as could be; and they 
ſhould be kept at ſome uſeful and laborious em- 
ployment, and it might be at ſome embankation, 
or recovering of waſte ground, as there might be 
land recoyered on rivers and ſhores, worth all the 
expence, for the benefit of the community they 
belonged to The continuance of that criminal 
ſlavery and bondage, ought to be according to the 
nature of their crimes, with a reference to their 
good behaviour, either to be continued or pro- 
Yrafted, Such as were condemned for life, when 
their erimes were great, and themſelves nen 
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might be ſo marked as to vender / cheir getting 
away impaſſible without being diſcavered, and 
chat the very ſight of one of them might deter 
others from committing their erimes, as much as 
hanging perhaps à dozen oſ/ them and it might 
be made ſo ſevere unto them, that it would ren- 
der their on ſociety in bondage, almoſt the only 
preferable ane that they could enjoy among men. 
The manner of confining them would not be ſo 
impracticable as ſome may be apt 0 think; and 
all theſe ſeverities enme under the laws of men to 
puniſt others for their etimes, but they ſhould 


2 beyond the juſt la of: Gad; and neither 


ſhould his laws be ſuſpended, where greater txeſ- 
paſſes are committed. Wyn, Py . 


Irie Su CNET RE 
In this ſenſe every free community might keep 
ſlaves, or criminal priſoners in bondage; and ſhould 
they be ſold to any other, it ſnbuld not be to ſtran- 
gers, nor without their awn conſent;:andaf any were 
ſold for a term of years, they would naturally be- 


come free as ſoon as their purchaſe cuuld be paid. 
But if any man ſhould buy another man without 


- his own confent, and compel him to his ſervice 
and ſlavery without any agreement of that man to 


ſerve him, the enſlaver is a robber, and a de- 
frauder of chat man every day. Wherefore it is 


as much the duty of a man who is robbed in that 


manner to get out of the hands of his enſlaver, as 
it is for any honeſt community of men to get out 


of the hands of rogues and villains. And how- 


ever much is required of men to forgive one ano- 
ther their treſpaſſes in one reſpect, it is alſo mani- 
feſt, and what we are commanded, as noble, to 
reſiſt evil in another, in order to prevent others 
doing evil, and to keep: ourſelves from harm. 
Fherefore, if there as ho other way to deliver a 
ditt, | | man 
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man from ſlavery, but by enſlaving his maſter, ir 
would be lawful for him to do fo if he was able, 
for this would be doing juſtice to himſelf, and be 
juſtice. as the law requires, to chaſtiſe Ser maſter 
for enſlaving of him wrongfully 

Thence this general and grand duty ſhould be 
obſgrved by every man, not to follow the multi- 
tude to do evil, neither to recompence evil for 
evil; and yet, ſo that a man may lawfully defend 
himſelf, and endeavour to ſecure himſelf; and 
others, as far as he can, fram injuries of every 
kind. Wherefore all along, in the hiſtory of 
mankind, the various dep ations commnred in 
the world, by enflaving, extirpating and deſtroy- 
ing men, were always contraty to the laws of 
God, and what he had ſtrictly forbidden and com- 
manded not to be done. But inſolent, proud, 
wicked men, in all ages, and in all places, art 
alike; they diſtegard the laws of the Moſt High, 
and ſtop at no evil in their power, chat they can 
contrive with any pretence of conſiſteney in doing 
miſchief to others, ſo as it may tend to promote 
their own profit and ambition. Such are all the 
depredators, kidnappers, merchandizers and en- 
Mavers of men; they do not care, nor conſider, 
how much they injure others; if they can make 
any advantage to themſelves by it. But whenever 
theſe things were committed by wicked men, 2 
retaliation was ſought after, as the only way of 
deliverance; for he who leadeth into captivity, 
ſhould be earried captive; and he which deſtroy- 
eth with the ſword, ſhould die with the ſword. 
And as it became neceſſary to puniſh thoſe that 
wronged others, when the puniſhers went beyond 
the bounds of a juſt retaliation, and fell into the 
Larne crimes" of the oppreſſors, not to 1 
| em- 
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themſelves from harm, and to deliver the oppteſa 
ſed and the captive, hut to oppreſs and enſlave 
others, as much as they before them had done, 
the conſequence is lain, ain over - 
throw muſt ſtill fall upon them likewiſe... In that 
reſpect, ſo far as conquerors are permitted to he- 
come a judgment and à ſcourge to others, ſor 
their enormous tranſl; eſlions, they are themſelves 
not à bit the more ſafe, for what they do, they 
often do wickedly for their own purpoſe; and 
when the purpoſe of Divine Proyidence, who raiſ- 
ed them up, is fulfilled by them, in the puniſh- 
ment of others for their crimes; the next wave 
thereof will be to viſit them alſo. according to 
their wickedneſs with ſome dreadful. overthrow,, 
and to ſwallow them up in the ſea of deſtruction 
and oblivion. cn aadnch 2 wh = 

Hiſtory affords us many examples of ſeyere re- 
taliations, revolutions and dreadful overthrows; 
and of many crying under the heavy load of ſub-, 
jection and oppreſſion, ſeeking for deliverance. 
And methinks I hear now, many of my country- 
men, in complexion, crying and groaning under 
the heavy yoke of ſlavery and bondage, and pray- 
ing to be delivered; and the word of the Lord is 
thus ſpeaking for them, while they are bemoan- 
ing themſelves under the grievous bonds of their 
miſery and woe, ſaying, Wee is me! alas Africa! 
for I am as the laſt gleanings of the ſummer fruit, as 
the grape gleanings of the vintage, where no cluſter is 
to eat. The good are periſhed aut f the earth, and 


: 


there is none upright. among men; they all lie in wait 
for blood; they bunt every man, bis brother with a 
net. That they. may do evil wich both hk carne 
ly, the prince aſteth, and the judge aſteth for, à re- 
. his miſchievous, 

defire : 


ward; and the great man be utteret 
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22 Ja wal it up. Among he beſt in 


Africa, we haye found them ſharp as a briar ; 
among the moſt upright, we have found them 
than a thorn-bedge in the Weſt-Indies, 
Yer, O Africa! yet, poor ſlave! The day of thy 
watchmen cometh, and thy viſitation draweth nigh, 
that ſhall be their perplexity. Therefore I will look 
unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my ſalva- 
tion; my God will bear me. Rejoice not againſt me, 
Q mine enemy ; though. I be. fallen, I Tall yet ariſe; 
though I fit in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall yet be a light 
unto me. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
becauſe I have finned againſt him, until he plead' m 
eauſe, and execute Judgment for me, and I ſhall bebolg 
bis righteouſneſs. Then mine enemies ſhall ſee it, and 
ſhame ſhall cover them which ſaid unto me, Where is 
- the Lord thy Goa, that regardeth thee : Mine eyes 
Hall ral them tradden down as the mire of the 
Preets. In that day that thy walls of deliverance 
are to be built, in that aay Hall the decree of fave ry 
be 1 ar removed. 
hat revolution the end of that oredamitiant 
evil of ſlavery and. oppreſſion may produce, whe- 
ther the wiſe and conſiderate will ſurrender and 
give it up, and make reſtitution for the injuries 
that they have already done, as far as they can; 
or whether the force of their wickedneſs, and the 
iniquity of their power, will lead them on until 
ſome univerſal calamity burſt forth againſt the 
abandoned carriers af it on, and againſt the cri- 
minal nations in confederacy with them, is not 
ſor me to determine? But this muſt appear evi- 
dent, that for any man to carry on a traſſic in the 
merchandize of aves, and to keep them iu fla- 
or for any nation to oppreſs, extirpate and 
deſro others; that theſe are crimes of the greateſt 


magnitude, 
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1 magnitude, and a moſt daring violation of the 
laws and commandments of the Moſt High, and 
N which, at laſt, will be evideneed in the deſttuc- 
"1 tion and (overthrow of all 'the tran ors. And 
nothing elſe can be expected for ſuch violations 
8 of taking away the natural rights and libertiet of 
k men, but that choſe, who are the doers of it Will 
1 meet with ſome awful viſitation of the righteous 
67 judgment of God, and in ſuch a manner as it 
5 cannot be thought that his_juſt- yehgeance for 
bt their iniquity will be the leſs tremendous barn 
4, _ judgments are long delayed. 

1 one but men of the moſt Duri and depra- 
ia verk nature, led on by the invidious influence of 
wy \: infernal wickedneſs, could have made their ſet- 
FR tlements in the different parts of the world diſ- 
"es covered by them, and have treated the various 
be Indian nations, in the manner that the barbarous 
ce inhuman Europeans have done: and their efta- 
Ty bliſning and carrying on that moſt diſhoneſt,” un- 
N juſt and diabolical traffic of buying and ſelling, 
int and of enſlaving men, is ſuch a monſtrous, auda- 
de- cious and unparallelled wickedneſs, that the very 
nd idea of it is hooking; and the whole nature of it 
ies is horrible and infernal. It may be ſaid with 
n; confidence as a certain general fact, chat all their 
the foreign ſettlements and colonics were founded on 
atil murders and devaſtations, and that they have 
the continued their d predations in cruel ſlavery and 
eri oppreſſion to this day: * for where ſuch 8 
not nant” wickedneſs as the African flave-trade, and 
vi- the Weſt Indian ſlavery, is admitted, tolerated 
the and ſupported by them, and carried on in their 
fla- colonies; the nations and people who are the 
and ſupporters and encouragers thereof muſt be not 


teft ne guilry themſelves of that ſhameful and _ 
| on 
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doned evil and wickedneſs, fo very diſgraceful to 
human nature, but even partakers in thoſe crimes 
of the molt vile combinations of various pirates, 
kidnappers, robbers and thieves, the ruffians and 
ſtealers of men, that ever made their appearance 
in the world. | 
Spoon after Columbus had diſcovered America, 
that great navigator was himſelf greatly embar- 
raſſed and treated unjuſtly, and his beſt deſigns 
counteracted by the wicked baſeneſs of ' thoſe 
whom he led to that diſeovery. The infernal 
conduct of his Spaniſh competitors, whoſe lead - 
ing motives were covetouſneſs, avarice and fana- 
ticiſm, ſoon made their appearance, and became 
cruel and dreadſul. At Hiſpaniola the baſe per- 
fidy and bloody treachery of the Spaniards, led 
on by the perfidious Ovando, in ſeizing the 
le Queen Anacoana and her attendants, 
urning her palace, putting all to deſtruction, 
and the innocent Queen and her people to a cruel 


death, is truly horrible and lamentable. And 


led on by the treacherous Cortes, the fate of the 
Montezuma was dreadful' and ſhocking ; 

w that American monarch' was treated, be- 
trayed and deſtroyed, and his vaſt extenſive ein- 
pire of the Mexicans brought to ruin and deva- 
ſtation, no man of ſenſibility and feeling can read 
the hiſtory without pity and reſentment. "And: 
looking over another page of that hiſtory; ſenſi- 
bility would kindle into horror and indignation, 
to ſee the baſe treacherous baſtard Pizarra at the 
head of the Spaniſh banditti of miſcreanr depre- 
dators, leading them on, and overturning one of 
the moſt extenſive empires in the world. To 


recite a little of this as a ſpecimen of the reſt: 
It ſeems Pizarra, with his company of depreda+ 


tors, 
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tors, had artfully penetrated into the Peruvian 
empire, and pretended an embaſſy of peace from 
a great monarch, and demanded an audience of: 
the noble Atahualpa, the great Inca or Lord of 
that empire, that the terms of their embaſly 
might be explained, and the reaſon of their 
coming into the territories of that monarch. 
Atahualpa fearing the menaces of thoſe terrible 
invaders, and thinking to appeaſe them by 
complying with their requeſt, relied. on Pizar- 
ra's. feigned pretenſions of friendſhip ; | accord- 
ingly. the day was appointed, and Atahualpa 
made his appearance with the greateſt decency: 
and ſplendor he could, to meet fuck; ſuperior 
beings as the Americans conceived their inva- 
ders to be, with four hundred men in an uni- 
forra dreſs, as harbingers to clear the way before 
him, and himſelf ſitting on a chrone or couch, 
adotned with plumes of various colours, and al- 
maſt covered with plates af gold and ſilver, en- 
riched with precious ſtones, and was carried on the 
ſnoulders of his principal attendants. As he ap- 
proached near the Spaniſh quarters the arch ſa 
natic Father Vincent Valverde, chaplain to the 
expedition, advanced with a erueiſix in one hand 
and a breviary in the other, and began with a 
long diſcourſe, pretending to explain ſome af the 
general doctrines of Chriſtianity, tgethet with 
che fabulous notion ;of St. Peter's vieegerency; 
and the tranſmiſſion of his apaſtelic power con 
tinued in the ſueceſſion of: the-Popes ; and that 
che then Pope, Alexander, by donation, had in · 
veſted their maſtes as che ſole Manarch:of all the 
New World. Ia conſequence of this, Atahualpa 
was inſtantly required} to embrace the Chriſtian 
religion, acknowledge the juriſdiction - the 
Cl Ope, 
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Pope, and ſubmit to the Great Monarch of Caſ- 
tile; but if he ſhould refuſe an immediate com- 
pliance with theſe requiſitions, they were to de- 
clare war againſt him, and that he might expect 
the dreadful effects of their vengeance. | This 
ftrange nc; unfolding, deep myſteries, and 
alluding to ſuch unknown facts, of which no 
power of eloquence could tranſlate, and convey, 
at once, a diſtinct idea to an American, that its 
general tenor was altogether incompreheaſible to 
Atahualpa. Some parts in it, as more obvious 
than the reſt, filled him with aſtoniſhment and 
indignation. His reply, however, was temper- 
ate, and as fuitable as could be well expected. 
He obſerved that he was Lord of the dominions 
over which. he reigned by hereditary ſueceſſion; 
and, ſaid, that he could not conceive how a fo- 
reign prieſt: ſhould pretend to diſpoſe of territories 
which did not belong to him, and that if ſuch 
a prepoſterous grant had been made, he; who 
was the rightful poſſeſſor, refuſed to confirm it; 
that he had no inclination to renounce the reli- 
gious inſtitutions eſtabliſhed by his anceſtors ; 
nor would he forfake the ſervice of the Sun, the 
immortal divinity whom he and his people re- 
vered, in order to worſhip the God of the Spa- 
niards, who was ſubject to death; and that with 


teſpect to other, matters, he had never heard of 


them before, and did not then underſtand- their 
meaning. And he deſired to know where Val- 
verde had learned things ſo extraordinary. In 
this book, replied the fanatic Monk, reaching 


out his breviary. The Inca opened it eagerly, 


and turning over the leaves, lifted it to his ear: 
This, ſays he, is ſilent ; it tell tells me nothing; 
and threw it with diſdain to the ground. The 

| enraged 
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enraged father of ruffians, turning towards his 


aſ- countrymen, the aſſaſſinators, cried out, To 
m- arms, Chriſtians, to arms; the word of God is 
de- inſulted; avenge this profanation on theſe im- 
ect pious dogs. 
his At this the Chriſtian deſperadoes impatient in 
and delay, as ſoon as the fignal of aſſault was given 
no their martial mufic began to play, and their at- 
ey, tack was K ** ruſhing ſuddenly upon the Pe- 
its ruvians, and with their hell- invented enginery of 
2 tO thunder, fire and ſmoke, they ſoon put them to 
,0US flight and deſtruction. The. Inca, though his 
and nobles crouded round him with officious zeal, 
per- and fell in numbers at his feet, while they vied 
ted, one with another in facrificing their own lives 
ions that they might cover the ſacred perſon of their 
ion; Sovereign, was ſoon penetrated to by the aſſaſſin- 
2 fo- ators, dragged from his throne, and carried to 
ories the Spaniſh quarters. The fate of the Monarch 
ſuch increaſed the precipitate flight of his followers ; 
who the plains being covered with upwards of thirty 
mit; thouſand men, were purſued by the ferocious 
reli- Spaniards towards every quarter, who, with de- 
tors; liberate and unrelenting barbarity, continued to 
the ſlaughter the wretched fugitives till the cloſe of 
& re- the day, that neyer had once.offered at any re- 
Spa- ſiſtance. Pizarra had contrived this daring and 
with perfidious plan on purpoſe to get hold of the 
rd of | Inca, notwithſtanding his aſſumed character of 
their an ambaſſador from a powerful monareh to court 
b Val- an alliance with that prince, and in violation of 


„In all the repeated offers of his own friendſhip. 
ching The noble Inca thus found himſelf” betrayed and 
gerly, ſhut up in the Spaniſh quarters, though ſcarce 
8 ear: aware at firſt of the vaſt carnage and deſtruction 
thing; of his people; but ſoon conceiving the deſtruc- 

8 2 27.” De 
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tive conſequences that attended his confinement, 
and by beholding the vaſt treaſures of ſpoil that 
the Spaniards had ſo eagerly gathered up, he 
learned ſomething of their covetous diſpo- 
( | ſition : and he offered as a ranſom what afto- 
niſhed the Spaniards, even after all they now 
| knew concerning the opulence of his kingdom : 
| the apartment in which he was confined was 
twenty-two feet in length and fixteen in breadth, 
he undertook to fill it with veſſels of gold as high 
| as he could reach. This tempting propoſal was 
eagerly agreed to by Pizarra, and a line was 
drawn upon the walls of the chamber to mark 
1 the ſtipulated height to which the treaſure was | 
to rife, The gold was accordingly collected ; 
from various parts with the greateit expedition } 
by the Inca's obedient and loving ſubjects, who 
1 thought nothing too much for his ranſom and , 
| life ; but, after all, poor Atahualpa was cruelly 
[| murdered, and his body burnt by a military in- 
i quiſition, and his extenſive and rich dominions 
| | devoted to deftruftion and ruin by theſe merci- 
: lefs depredators. 
{| Ihe hiſtory of thoſe dreadfully perfidious me- 
| | thods of forming ſettlements, and acquiring riches 
| and territory, would make humanity tremble, 
[| and even recoil, at the enjoyment of ſuch ac- 
| quiſitions and become reverted into rage and in- 


dignation at ſuch horrible injuſtice and barba- 
| *rous cruelty, It is ſaid by the Peruvians, that 
e their Incas, or Monarchs, had uniformly ex- 
© 'tended their power with attention to the good 
of their ſubjects, that they might diffuſe the 
% bleſſings of civilization, and the knowledge of 
e the arts which they poſſeſſed, among the prople 
% that embraced their protection; and during a 
ſucceſſion 
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* ſucceſſion of twelve monarchs, not one had 
* deviated from this beneficent character.“ Their 
ſenſibility of ſueh nobleneſs of character would 
give them the moſt poignant diſlike to their new 
terrible ' invaders that had deſolated and laid 
waſte their country, The character of their mo- 
narchs would feeem to vie with as great virtues 
as any King in Europe can boaſt of. Had the 
Peruvians been viſited by men of honeſty, know- 
ledge, and enlightened underſtanding, to teach 
them, by patient inſtruction and the bleſſing of 
God, they might have been induced to embrace 
the doctrines and faith of Chriſtianity, and to 
abandon their errors of ſuperſtition and idolatry. 
Had Chriſtians, that deſerve the name thereof, 
been ſent among them, the many uſeful things 
that they would have taught them, together with 
their own pious example, would have captivated 
their hearts; and the knowledge of the truth 
would have made it a very defirous thing for the 
Americans to have thoſe that taught them to ſet- 
tle among them. Had that been the caſe” the 
Americans, in various parts, would have been 
as eager to have the Europeans to come there as 
they would have been to go, ſo that the Euro- 
peans might have found ſettlements enough, in a 
friendly alliance with the inhabitants, without 
deſtroying and enflaving them. And had that 
been the caſe, it might be ſuppoſed, that Europe 
and America, long before now, would both, 
with a growing luxuriancy, have been flourithin 
with affluence and peace, and their long enen 
and fruittul branches, loaden with benents to 
each other, reaching over the ocean, might have 
been more extenfive, and greater advantages 
have been expected, for the good of both than 
G 2 what 
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what has yet appeared. But, alas! at that time 
there was no Chriſtians to ſend,) and very few 
now), theſe were obliged to hide themſelves in 
the obſcure places of the earth; that was, ac- 
cording to Sir Iſaac Newton, to mix in obſcu- 
rity among the mcaneft of the people, having no 
power and authority; and it ſeems at that time 
there was no power among Chriſtians on earth to 
have ſent ſuch as would have been uſeful to the 
Americans; if chere had they would have ſent 
aſter the depredators, and reſcued the innocent. 
But as I ſaid before, it is ſurely to the great 
ſhame and ſcandal of Chriſtianity among all the 
Heathen nations, that thoſe robbers, plunderers, 
deſtroyers and enſlavers of men ſhould call them- 
ſelves Chriftians, and exerciſe their power under 
any Chriſtian government and authority. I 
would have my African countrymen to know 
and underſtand, that the deſtroyers and enfla- 
vers of men can be po Chriſtians ; for Chriſtian- 
ity is the ſyſtem of benignity and love, and all 
its votaries are devoted to honefly, juſtice, hu- 
manity, meekneſs, peace and good-will to all 
men. But whatever title or claim ſome may aſ- 
ſume to call themſelves by it, without poſſeſſing 
any of its virtues, can only manifeſt them to be 
the more abaminable liars, and the greateſt ene- 
mies unto it, and as belonging to the ſynagogue 
of Satan, and not the adherers to Chriſt, For 
the enſlavers and oppreſſors of men, among thoſe 
that have obtained the name of Chriſtians, they 


are ſtill acting as its greateſt enemies, and con- 
trary to all its genuine principles; they ſhould 
therefore be called by its oppoſite, the Anti- 
chriſt. Such are fitly belonging to that moſt 


diſſolute ſorcereſs of all religion in the world: 
„With 
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* With whom the kings of the earth have lived 


«« deliciouſly ; and the inhabitants ot the earth 
* have been made drunk with the wine of 
% her abominations ; and the merchants of the 
* earth are waxed rich through the abundance 
* of her delicacies, by their traffic in various 
* things, and in flaves and fouls of men!” 
It was not enough for the malignant deftroyer of 
the world to ſet up his hydra-headed kingdom 
of evil and wickedneſs among the kingdom of 
men; but alſo to cauſe an image to be made 
unto him, by ſomething imported in the only 
true religion that ever was given to men; and 
that image of iniquity is deſcribed as ariſing up 
out of the earth, having two horns like a lamb, 
which, by its votarics and adherents, has been 
long eſtabliſhed and ſupported, One of its um- 
bragious horns of apoitacy and deluſion is found- 
ed, in a more particular reſpe&, on a grand per- 
verſion of the Old Teſtament diſpenſations, which 
has extended itſelf over all the Mahometan na- 
tions in the Eaſt; and the other horn of apo- 
ſtacy, bearing an alluſion and profeſſional reſpect 
to that of the new, has extended itſelf over all 
the Chriſtian nations in the Weſt, That grand 
umbragious ſhadow and image of evil and wick- 
edneſs, has ſpread its malignant influence over 
all the nations of the earth, and has, by its power 
of delufion, given countenance and ſupport to all 
the power of evil and wickedneſs done amon 
men ; and all the adherents and ſhpporters'cf 
that delufion, and all the carriers on of wicked- 
neſs, are fitly called Antichriſt, But all the na - 
tions have drunk of the wine of that iniquity, 
and become drunk with the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication, whoſe name, by every mark 
G 3 and 
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and feature, is the Antichriſt ; and every dealer 
in ſlaves, and thoſe that, hold them in flavery, 
whatever elſe they may call themſelves, or what- 
ever clſc they may profeſs. And likewiſe, thoſe 
nations whoſe governments ſupport that evil and 
wicked traffic of ſlavery, however remote the ſi- 
tuation where it is carried on may be, are, in 
that reſpect, as much Antichriſtian as any thing 
in the world can be. No man will eyer rob 
another unleſs he be a villain : nor will any na- 
tion or people ever enflave and oppreſs others, 
unleſs themſelves be baſe and wicked men, and 
who act and do contrary and againſt every duty 
in Chriſtianity. 

The learned and ingenious author of Britannia 
Libera, as chiefly alluding to Great Britain lone, 
gives ſome account of that great evil and wick- 
edneſs carried on by the Chriſtian nations, re- 
ſpecting the dircful effects of the great devaſta- 
tions committed in foreign parts, whereby it 
would appear that the ancient and native inha- 
bitants have been drenched in blood and op- 
E by their mercileſs viſitors (which have 

rmed colonies and ſettlements among them, the 
avaricious depredators, plunderers and deſtroyers 
of nations. As ſome eſtimate of it, © to deſtroy 
eleven million, and diftreſs many more in Ame- 
* rica, to ſtarve and oppreſs twelve million in 
« Afia, and the great number deftroyed, is not 
the way to promotg the dignity, ſtrength and 
« ſatety of empire, but to draw down the Di- 
vine vengeance on the offenders, for depriving 
* ſo many of their fellow-creatures of life, or the 
*-commen. bleflings of the earth: whereas by 
< obſerving the humane principles of preſerva- 
tion with felicitation, the proper principles 
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* all rulers, their empire might have received all 
* reaſonable benefit, with the encreaſe of future 
„ glory.” But ſhould it be aſked, what advan» 
tages Great-Britain has gained by all its extenſive 
territories abroad, the devaſtations committed, 
and the abominable ſlavery and oppreſſion car- 
ried on in its colonies ? It may be anſwered ac» 
cording to the old proverb, | 

It ſeldom is the grand-child"s lot, 

To ſhare of wealth unjuſtly gat. 
This ſeems to be verified too much in their pre- 
ſent fituation : for however wide they have ex- 
tended their territories abroad, they have ſunk 


into a world of debt at home, which muſt ever 


remain an impending burden upon the inhabi- 
tants. And it is not likely, by any plan as yet 
adopted, to be ever paid, or any part of it, 
without a long continued heavy annual load of 
taxes, Perhaps, great as it is ſome other plan, 
more equitable for the good of the whole com- 
munity, if it was wanted to be done, and with- 
out any additional taxes, might be ſo made uſe 
of to pay it all off in twenty or thirty years time 

and in ſuch manner as whatever emergencies 
might happen, as never to need to borrow any 
money at intereſt, The national debt caſts 2 
ſluggiſh deadneſs over the whole realm, greatly 
ſtops ingenuity and improvements, promotes idle- 
neſs and wickedneſs, =_ all the wheels of com- 
merce, and drains the money out of the nation. 
If a foreigner buys ſtock, in the courſe of years 
that the intereſt amounts to the principal, he gets 
it all back; and in an equitable time the ſame 

ſum ever after, and in courſe muſt take that 


money to foreign parts. And thoſe who hold 
flock at home, are a kind of idle. drones, as a 


burden 
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burden to the reſt of the community: whereas 
if there were no funds, thoſe who have money 
would be obliged to occupy it in ſome improve- 
ments themſelves, or lend it to other manufac- 
turers or merchants, and by that means uſeſul 
employments, ingenuity and commerce would 
flcuriſh. Eut all ftock-jobbing, lotteries, and 
uſeleſs buſineſs, has a tendency to flavery and 
oppreſſion ; for as the greater any idle part of 
the community is, there muſt be the greater 
labour and hardſhips reſting upon the induſtrious 
part who ſupport the reſt; as all men are al- 
lotted in ſome degree to eat their bread with the 
ſweat of their brow ; but it is evil with any people 
when the rich grind the face of the poor. Lotte- 
ries muſt be ncarly as bad a way ot getting mo- 
ney ſor the good of a nation, as it is for an in- 
dividual when he is poor, and obliged to pawn 
his goods to increaſe his poverty, already poor. 
On the reverſe, if a nation was to keep a bank 
to lend money to merchants and others, that na- 
tion might flouriſh, and its ſupport to thoſe in 
need might be attended with advantage to the 
whole ; but that nation which is obliged to bor- 
row money from others, muſt be in a poor and 
wretched ſituation, and the inhabitants, who have 
to bear the load of its taxes, muſt be greatly 
burdened, and perhaps many of thoſe employed 
in its ſeryice (as ſoldiers and others) poorly paid, 
It was otherwite with be N of Iſrael of old; 
it was the promiſe and bleſſing of God to them, 
That they ſhould lend unto many nations, but ſhould 
not borrow. 

But when a nation or people do wickedly, and 
commit cruelties and devaſtations upon others, 
and enſlave them, it cannot be expected that they 

| thould 
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ſhould be attended with the bleſſings of God, 


neither to eſchew evil. They often become in- 


89 


fatuated to do evil unawares; and thoſe em- 
ployed under their ſervice ſometimes lead them 
into debt, error and wickedneſs, in order to en- 
rich themſelves by their plunder, in committing 
the moſt barbarous cruelties, under pretences of 
war, whercin' they were the firſt aggreſſors, and 
which is generally the caſe in all unnatural and 


deſtructive diſputes of war. 


in this bufineſs mo- 


ney is wanted, the national debt becomes in- 
creaſed, and new loans and other ſums muſt be 
added to the funds. The plunderers abroad ſend 
home their cath as faſt as they can, and by one 
means and another tne ſums wanted to borrow, 


are ſoon made up. 


At laſt when the wars ſub- 


ſide, or other buſineſs calls them home, laden 
with the ſpoils of the Eaft or elſewhere, they 
have then the grand part of their buſineſs to ne- 
gociate, in buying up bank ſtock, and lodging 
their plunder and ill-got wealth in the Britiſh or 
other funds. Thus the nation is loaded with 
more debt, and with an annual addition of more 
intereſt to pay, to the further advantage of thoſe 
who often occafioned it by their villainy; who, 
if they had their deſerts, like the Popith inqui- 
ſitors, are almoſt the only people in the world 


who deſerve to be hung on the rack. 


But fo it happens in general, that men of ac- 
tivity and affluence, by whatever way they are 
poſſeſſed of riches, or have acquired a greatneſs 
of ſuch property they are always preferred to 


take the lea 


in matters of government, ſo that 


the greateſt depredators, warriors, contracting 


companies of merchants, and rich flave-holders, 
always endeavour to puth themſelves on to get 


power 
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power and intereſt in their favour; that what- 
ever crimes any of them commit they are ſeldom 
brought to a juſt puniſhment. Unleſs that ſome- 
thing ef this kind had been the caſe, tis impoſ- 
fible to conceive how ſuch an enormous evil as 
the ſlave- trade cauld have been eftabliſhed and 
carried on under any Chriſtian government: and 
from hence that motly ſyſtem of government, 
which bath ſo ſprung up and eſtablithed itſelf, 
may be accounted for, and as being an evident 
and univerſal depravity of one of the ſineſt con- 
ſtitutions in the world; and it may be feared if 
theſe unconſtitutional laws, reaching from Great- 
Britain to her colonies, be long continued in 
and ſupported, to the carrying on that horrible 
and wicked traffic of flavery, muſt at laſt mark 
out the whole of the Britiſh conſtitution with ruin 
and deſtruction ; and that the moſt generous and 
tepacious people in the world for liberty, may 
alſo at laſt be reduced to ſlaves. And an Ethio- 
pian may venture to afſert, that ſo long as ſla- 
very is continued in any part of the Britiſh do- 
minions, that more than one-half of the legiſla- 
ture are the virtual ſupporters and encouragers 
of a traffic which ought to be abolithed, as it 
cannot be carried on but by ſome of the moſt 
abandoned and proflizate men upon earth. 
However, the partizans of ſuch a claſs of men 
are generally too many and numerous, whoſe 
viciated principles from time to time have led the 
whole nation into debt, error and diſgrace; and 
by their magnetic influence there is a general 
ſupport given to deſpotiſm, oppreſſion and cru- 
elty. Fur many have acquired great riches b 
ſome infidious traffic or illegal gain; and as theſe 
become oſten leading men in governments, vaſt 
multitudes 
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multitudes by ſea and land purſue the fame 
courſe, and ſupport the ſame meaſures; like ad- 
venturers in the lottery, each graſping for the 
higheſt prize; or as much enamoured with any 
infamous way of getting riches, as the Spaniards 
were with the Peruvian veſſels of gold. And 
when ambitious and wicked men are bent upon 
avarice and covetouſneſs, it leads them on ta 
commit terrible cruelties, and their hearts be- 
come hardened in wickedneſs ; fo that even their 
enormous crimes fink in their own eſtimation, 
and ſoften into trivial matters. The houſe» 
breakers and highwaymen, petty depredators, 
think nothing of any miſchief or cruelty that they 
can do, fo as they can gain their end and come off 
ſafe ; but their villainy and crimes appear to 
other men as they ought to do, and if they can 
be detected, and taken hold of, they will meet 
with ſuch puniſhment as they juftly deſerve for 
their crimes. But it is otherwiſe with the Colo- 
nians, the great depredators, pirates, kidnappers, 
robbers, oppreſſors and enflavers of men. The 
laws as reaching from Great- Britain to the Weſt- 
Indies, do not detect them, but protect the opu- 
lent flave-holders ; though their opulence and 
protection by any law, or any government what- 
ſoever, cannot make them leſs criminal than vio- 
lators of the common rights and liberties of men. 
They do not take away a man's property, like 
other robbers ; but they take a man himſelf, and 
ſubject him to their ſervice and bondage, which 
is a greater robbery, and a greater crime, than 
taking away any property from men whatſoever, 
And, therefore, with reſpect to them, there is 
very much wanted for regulating the natural 
Tights of mankind, and very much wrong in the 

prefent 
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ent forms of government, as well as much 
abuſe of that which is right. 

The Spaniards began their ſettlements in the 
Weft Indies and America, by depredations of 
rapine, injuſtice, treachery and murder ; and 
they have continued in the barbarous practice of 
devaſtation, cruelty, and oppreſſion ever fince : 
and their principles and maxims in planting co- 
lonies have been adopted, in ſome meaſure, by 
every other nation in Europe. This guiltful me- 
thod of colonization muſt undoubtedly and im- 
perceptibly have hardened men's hearts, and led 
them on from one degree of barbarity and cruelty 
to another: for when they had deſtroyed, waſted 
and defolated the native inhabitants, and when 
many of their own people, enriched with plun- 
der, had retired, or returned home to enjoy their 
ill-gotten wealth, other reſources for men to la- 
bour and cultivate the ground, and ſuch other 
laborious employments were wanted, Vaſt ter- 
Titories and large poſſeſſions, without getting in- 
habitants to labour for them, were of no uſe. A 


general part of what remained of the wretched 


fugitives, who had the beſt native right to thoſe 
poſſeſſions, were obliged to make their eſcape to 
places more remote, and ſuch as could not, were 
obliged to ſubmit to the hard labour and bond- 
age of their invaders; but as they had not been 
uſed to ſuch harſh treatment and laborious em- 
ploy ment as they were then ſubjected to, they 
were ſoon waſted away and became few. Their 
proud invaders found the advantage of having 
their labour done for nothing, and it became 
their general practice to pick up the unfortunate 
ſtrangers that fell in their way, when they thought 
they could make ufe of them in their fervice. 


That | 
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That baſe traffic of kidnapping and ftealing men 
was begun by the Portugueſe on the coaſt of 
Africa, and as they found the benefit: of it for 
their own wicked purpoſes, they ſoon went on 
to commit greater depredations. The Spaniards 


, followed their infamous example, and the African 


{laye-trade was thought moſt advantageous for 
them, to enable themſelves to live in caſe and 
affluence by the cruel ſubjection and ſlavery of 
others. The French and Engliſh, and ſome 
other nations in Europe, as they founded ſettle- 
ments and colonies in the Weſt Indies. or in 


America, went on in the ſame manner, and 


joined hand in hand with the Portugueſe and 
Spaniards, to rob and pillage Africa, as well as 
to waſte and deſolate the inhabitants of the weſt- 
ern continent, But the European depredators 
and pirates have not only robbed and pillaged the 
people of Africa themſelves ; but, by their inſti- 
gation, they have infeſted the inhabitants with 
ſome of the vileſt combinations of fraudulent 
and treacherous villains, even among their own 
people; and have ſet up their forts and factories 
as a reſervoir of public and abandoned thieves, 
and as a den of deſperadoes, where they may en- 
ſnare, entrap and catch men. So that Africa has 
been robbed of its inhabitants ; its free-born ſons 
and daughters have been ftole, and kidnapped, 
and violently taken away, and carried into cap- 
tivity and cruel bondage. And it may be ſaid, 
in reſpect to that diabolical traffic which is ſtill 
carricd on by the European depredators, that 
Atrica has ſuffered as much and more than any 
other quarter of the globe, - O merciful God ! 
when will the wickedneſs of man have an end * 
1 
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The Royal African Company (as is is called, 
od2Ht rather to be reverſed as unworthy of the 


name) was incorporated 1 4th Charles II. and im- 
powered to trade from Salle in South Barbary to 


the Cape of Good Hope, and to erect forts and 


factor ies on the weſtern coaſt of Africa for that 
purpoſe, But this trade was laid open by an act 
af parliament, Anno 1697, and every private 
merchant permitted to trade thither, upon pay- 
ing the ſum of ten pounds towards maintaining 
the forts and garriſons. This Company, for ſe- 
' urine their ecommerce, erected ſeveral factories 
on the coaſt; the moſt remarkable are theſe, 
viz. on the North part of Guinea, James Fort, 

on an iſland in the River Gambia, Sierra Le- 
ona, and Sherbro; and on the South part of 
Guinea, viz. on the Gold Coaſt, Dick's Cove, 
Succunda, Commenda, Cape Coaft Caſtle, Fort 
Royal, Queen Anne's Point, Charles Fort, Anna- 
mabo, Winebah, Shidoe, Acra, &c. In all theſe 
places it is their grand bufineſs to traffic in the 
human ſpecies; and dreadful and ſhocking as it 
is to think, it has even been eſtabliſhed by royal 
authority, and is ſtill ſupported and carried on 
under a Chriſtian government; and this muſt 
evidently appear thereby, that the learned, the 
civilized, and even the enlightened nations are 
become as truly barbarous and brutiſh as the un- 
learned. | | 

To give any juſt conception of the barbarous 
traffic carried on at thoſe factories, it would be 
out of my power to deſcribe the miſerable ſitua- 
tion of the poor exiled Africans, which by the 
craft of wicked men daily become their prey, 
though 1 have ſeen enough of their mifery as 


well as read ; no deſcription can give an adequate 
= idea 
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idea of the horror of their ſeelings, and the 
dreadful. calamities they undergo, - The treache- 
rous, perfidious and eruel methods made uſe of 
in procuring them, are horrible and ſhocking, 
The bringing them to the ſhips and factories, and 
ſubjecting them to brutal examinations ſtripped 
naked and markings, is barbarous and baſe. The 
ſtowing them in the holds of the ſhips like goods 
of burden, with cloſeneſs and ſtench, is deplora 
ble; and, what makes addition to this deplorable 
ſituation, they are often treated in the moſt bar- 
barous and inhuman manner by the unfeeling 
monſters of Captains, And when they arrive at 
the deftined port in the colonies, they are again 
tripped naked for the brutal examination of 
their purchaſers to view them, which, 'to-many, 
muſt add ſhame and grief to their other woe, as 
may be evidently ſeen with forrow, melancholy 
and defpair marked upon their countenances. 
Here again another ſcene of grief and lamenta- 
tion ariſes; — friends and near relations muſt be 
parted never to meet again, nor knowing to 
whence they. go, Here daughters are clinging 
to their mothers, and mothers to their daughters, 
bedewing each others naked breafts with tears; 
here fathers, mothers, and children, locked in 
each others arms, are begging never to be ſe- 
rape £ here the huſband will be-pleading for 


his wife, and the wife praying for her children, 


and entreating, enough to melt the moſt obda- 
rate heart, not to be torn from them, and taken 
away from her huſb ind; aud ſome will be ſtill 


weeping tor their native thore, and their dear 


relations and triends, and other endearing con- 
nections which they have left behind, and have 
been barbarouſly tore away from; and all are 

bemoaning 
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bemoaning themſelves with grief and lamentation 
at the proſpect of their wretched fate. And 
when fold and delivered up to their inhuman 
purchaſers, a more heart-piercing ſcene cannot 
well take place. The laſt embrace of the be- 
loved huſband and wife may be ſeen, taking their 
dear offspring in their arms, and with the moſt 
parental fondneſs, bathing their cheeks with a 
final parting endearment. But on this occaſion 
they are not permitted to continue long, they are 
foon torn away by their unfeeling maſters, en- 
tirely deſtitute of a hope of ever ſeeing each 
other again; and no conſolation is afforded to 
them in this ſorrowful and truly pitiable ſitua- 
tion. Should any of them ftill linger, and cling 
together a little longer, and not part as readily 
as their owners would have them, the flogger is 
called on, and they are ſoon drove away with 
the bloody commiſeration of the cutting fangs 
of the whip laſhing their naked bodies, This 
laſt exerciſe of the bloody whip, with many 
other cruel puniſhments, generally becomes an 
appendage of their miſerable fate, until their 
wretched lives be wore out with hunger, naked- 
neſs, hard labour, dejection and deſpair. Alas! 
alas! poor unhappy mortal | to experience ſuch 
treatment from men that take upon themſelves 
the ſacred name of Chriſtians ! 

In ſuch a vaſt extended, hideous and predomi- 
nant ſlavery, as the Europeans carry on in their 
Colonies, ſome indeed may fall into better hands, 
and meet with ſome commiſeration and better 
treatment than others, and a few may become 
free, and get themſelves liberated from that cruel 
and galling yoke of bondage; but what are theſe 


to the whole, even hundreds of thouſands, 5 
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and perpetrated in all the prevatent and intoler- 
able calamities of that ſtate of bondage and exile. 
The emancipatiory of a ſew, while ever that evil 


and predominant buſineſs of ſlavery is continued, 
cannot make that horrible traffic one bir the leſs 
criminal, For, according to the metiwds of pro- 
curing flaves in Africa, there muſt be great rob- 
beries and murders committed before any eman- 
cipation can take place, and before any lenitive 
favours can be ſhewn to any of them, even by 
the generous and humane. This muſt evidence 
that the whole of that baſe traffic is an enormous 
evil and wicked thing, which cries aloud for re- 
dreſs, and that an immediate end and ſtop ſhoult 


be = to it. | 
The worthy and judicious author of the Hiſto- 
rical account of Guinea, and others, have given 
fome very ſtriking eſtimates of the exceeding evil 
occaſioned by that wicked diabolical traffic of the 
African ſlave- trade; wherein it ſeems, of late 
years, the Engliſh have taken the lead, or the 
greateſt part of it, in carrying it on. They have 
computed, that the ſhips from Liverpool, Briſ- 
tol and London have exported from the coaſt of 
Africa upwards of one hundred thouſand ſlaves 
annually; and that among other evils attending 
this barbarous inhuman traffic, it is alſo compu- 
ted that the numbers which are killed by the 
treacherous and barbarous methods of 
them, together with thoſe that petiſh in the — 
age, and die in the ſeaſoning, amdunt to at ear 
an hundred thouſand, which periſh in every yearly 
attempt to ſupply the colbnies, before any of the 
wretched ſurvivers, reduced to about ſixty thou- 
fand, annually requited as an additional ſtock can 
be made Refol. But as the great ſeverities and 
* H oppreſſions 
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oppreſſions loaded upon the wretched ſurvivors 
are ſuch, that they are continually wearing out, 
and a new annual ſupply wanted; that the vaſt 
carnage, and the great multitude of human ſouls 
that are actually deprived of life by carrying on 
that iniquitous buſineſs, may be ſuppoſed to be 
even more than one hundred thouſand that perith 
annually; or ſuppoſing that to be greatly lels 
than it is, ſtill it is fo great that the very idea is 
ſhocking to conceive, at the thought of it ſenſi- 
bility would bluſh, and feeling nature abſolutely 
turn pale. 
e Gracious God! how wicked, how beyond all 
© example impious, mult be that ſervitude which 
© cannot be carried on without the continual 
© murder of fo many innocent perſons. What 
ce puniſhment is not to be expected from ſuch 
* monſtrous and unparalleled barbarity? For if 
the blood of one man unjuſtly ſhed cries with 
« ſo loud a voice for the Divine vengeance, how 
„ ſhall the cries and groans of an hundred thou- 
te ſand men annually murdered aſcend the celeſ- 
ce tial manſions, and bring down that puniſhment 
% ſuch enormities deſerve?” As this enormous 
iniquity is not conjecture, but an obvious fact, 
occaſioned by that dreadful and wicked buſineſs 
of ſlavery, were the inhabitants of Great-Britain 
to hear tell of any other nation that mundered 
one hundied thouſand innocent people annually, 
they would think them an exceeding inhuman, 
barbarous, and wicked people indeed, and that 
they would be ſurely puniſhed by ſome ſignal 
judgment of Almighty od. But ſurely law and 
liberty, juſtice and equity, which are the pro- 
er foundations of the Britiſh government, and 
— 2 the moſt amiable characteriſtic of the 
| people, 


- 
A 


2 1 c 


2 — 


ON THE EVIL OF SLAVERY. 99 


people, muſt be entirely fled from their land, if 
they can think a leſs puniſhment due to them- 
felves, for ſupporting and carrying on ſuch enor- 
mous wickedneſs, if they do not ſpeedily relin- 
quiſh and give it up. The very nature of that 
wickedneſs of enſlaving of men is ſuch, that were 
the traffic, which European nations carry on in 
it, a thovſand times leſs than it is, it would be 
what no righteous nation would admit of for the 
fake of any gain whatſoever, Wherefore as it is, 
what ought to be done? If there is any righteouſ- 
neſs, any wiſdom, any juſtice, or any humanity 
to be found, ought not the whole of it, and all 
the branches of fuch exceeding evil and wicked 
traffic, and all the iniquity of it to he relinquiſn- 
ed, and root and branches to be ſpeedily given 
up and put an end to? 

* For while ſuch monſtrous iniquity, ſuch de- 
* liberate barbarity- and cruelty is carried on, 
« whether it be conſidered as the crime of indi- 
&* viduals, or as patronized and encouraged by 
ce the laws of the land, it holds forth an equal 
ce degree of enormity, And a crime founded in 
cc ſuch a dreadful pre-eminence in wickedneſs, 
ec both of individuals and the nation, muſt ſome 
* time draw down upon them the heavieſt judg- 
1 ments of Almighty God.” —* On this occaſion 
te there ſcems already to be an interference of 
“ Divine Providence, though the obdurate and 
e jmpenitent part of mankind may not regard it. 
© The violent and ſupernatural agitations of all 
© the elements, which for a ſeries of years have 
e prevailed in thoſe Furopean ſettlements where 
te the unfortunate Africans are retained in a ftate 
« of flavery, and which have brought unſpeak- 
« able calamities to the inhabitants, and public 

| H 2 « loſes 
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* loſles to the ſtates to which they ſeverally be- 
** long, are ſo many awful viſitations of. God for 
© this inhuman violation of his laws. And it is 
not perhaps unworthy of remark, that as the 
ſubjects of Great · Britain have two-thirds of this 
impious commerce in their own hands, ſo they 
** have ſuffered in the ſame proportioh, or more 
© ſeverely than the reſt, Ho far theſe misfor- 
* tunes may appear to be acts of Providence, and 
to create an alarm to thoſe who have been ac- 
* cuſtomed to refer every effect to its apparent 
* caſe; who have been habituated to ſtop there, 
* and to overlook the finger of God, becauſe it 
is lightly covered under the veil of ſecondary 
** laws, we will not pretend to determine; but 
** this we will aſſert with confidence, that the 
Europeans have richly deſerved them all: the 
« fear of ſympathy that can hardly be reſtrained 
** on other melancholy occaſions, feems to forget 
* to flow at the relation of theſe; arid that we 
% can never, with any ſhadow of juſtice, with 
** proſperity to the undertakers of thoſe ' whoſe - 
*. ſucceſs mult be at the expence of the happineſs 
* of millions of their fellow-creatures *.” 

For though this world is not the place of final 
retribution, yet there is an evidence maintained 
in the courſe of Divine Providence, that verily 
there is 4 God that judgeth in che earth. That 
| ® See the excellent Mr. Clarkſon's Eſſay on the Slavery 

d Commerce of the Human Species ; » I muſt add, 

kate and Rs opt fend of mankind, Gs 
Sharp, Eſq; from whoſe wrinngs I have borrowed ſome of 
the _ obſervations. I am alſo indebred to ſeveral 
others, whole intrinſic victues will equally ſhine in the ſame 
amiable manner, while ever there is any virtue and humani- 
ty amongſt men; and when thoſe of the enſlavers of men 
will fink inte abhorrence for ever, + 
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nations may continue long, with a conſiderable 
degree of worldly profperity, and without ſeem- 
ing to be diſtinguiſhed by remarkable calamities. 
when their wickedneſs is become very great and 
prevalent ; yet it is no way inconſiſtent to aſſert, 
(and what ſacred hiſtory warrant us to conclude) 
that their judgment flumbereth not. Had one 
been among the Canaanites a few years before the 
Iſraelites entered their country, or in Babylon 2 
little before Cyrus encamped againſt it, he would 
have beheld a people in a ſtate of great worldl 
perity, and in much ſecurity, notwithſtand- 
ing that the judgments of God were ready to 
ſeize upon them. Great and deſtructive wars are 
kindled up from time to time, whereby multi- 
tudes of mankind are ſwept away from the face 
of the earth, and the wealth of nations are ex- 
hauſted. Famine, peſtilence and earthquakes 
have often ſpread terror, deſolation and miſery 
among the inhabitants of the world. Nor are 
there wanting inſtances of remarkable national 
diſtreſſes as a judgment for their wickedneſs, by 
a variety of other cauſes. Though men cannot 
eaſily be prevailed with to regard theſe as the 
operation of the hand of God, the ſcriptures, 
which contain the rules and hiſtory of Divine Pro - 
vidence, repreſent theſe as inflicted for the fins of 
nations, and not merely as caſual things, for 
which no account can be given, And therefore 
ſome of theſe cauſes which may ſeem natural, 
and which have begun to make their appearance, 
and the annual deſtructions thereof, which are 
conſtantly heard of in ſome part or other, may 
be conſidered as tokens of God's judgments 
againſt the Britiſh empire, and a variety of them 
might be named; ſuch as loſs of territory and 
H 3 deſtructive 
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deſtructive wars, earthquakes and dreadful thun- 
ders, ſtorms and hurricanes, blaſtings and de- 
ſtructive inſets, inclement and unfruitful ſeaſons, 
national debt and oppreſſions, poverty and diſ- 
treſſes of individuals, &c. For his own iniquity 
ſhall take the wicked himſelf; and who can tell 
what dreadful calamities may yet befal to a people 
reſponſible for ſo great a ſhare of iniquity as in 
that part which they carry on of the African 
ſlave-trade alone. And it is not known how 
* ſoon a juſt national retribution of vengeance 
may burſt forth againſt it; how ſoon the Al- 
« mighty may think fit to recompence the Bri- 
* tiſh nation, according to the work, of their 
* hands, for the horrible oppreſſion of the poor 
« Africans. 

« For national wickedneſs from the beginning 
« of the world has generally been viſited with 
© national puniſhments; and ſurely no national 
* wickedneſs can be more heinous in the {ight of 
« God than a public toleration of ſlavery, and 
« ſooner or later theſe kingdom will be viſited 
« with ſome ſignal mark of his diſpleaſure, tor 
te the notorious oppreſſion of the poor Africans, 
* that are haraſſed and continually wearing out 
« with a moſt ſhameful involuntary ſervitude in 
te the Britiſh colonies, and by a public toleration 
*« under the ſanftion of laws, to which the mo- 
« narchs of England from time to time, by ad- 
« vice of their privy counſellors, have given the 
te royal aſſent, and thereby rendered themſelves 
te parties in the oppreſſion, and it may be feared 
te partakers in their guilt,” —© And every man 
* has ample reaſon to fear that God will make 
*« of this nation, in proportion to the magnitude 
* of its guilt in the ſlave-dealing, a tremendous 
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e example of retribution to deter other nations 
* from offending his eternal juſtice, if a ſincere 
* and ſpeedy repentance does not avert it.“ 
« For ſuch notorious crimes the Almighty, even 
* the Lord, hath ſworn, /urely I will never forget 
« any of theſe works.” See Amos viii. But the 
judgments of God are often ſuſpended and miti- 
gated for the ſake of the righteous ; and nations 
are preſerved from deſtruction in favour to them 
who remain faithful in times of general defection. 
Ifaiah i. 9. Except the Lord of Hoſts bad left us a 
very ſmall remnant, we ſhould have been as So- 
* dom, and we ſhould have been like unto Go- 

« morab.” 
But while ever ſuch a horrible buſineſs as the 
flavery and oppreſſion of, the Africans is carried 
on, there is not one man in all Great-Britain and 
her colonies, that knoweth any thing of it, can 
be innocent and ſafe, unleſs he ſpeedily rifeth 
up with abhorrence of it in his own judgment, 
and, to avert evil, declare himſelf againſt it, and 
all ſuch notorious wickedneſs. But ſhould the 
contrary be adhered to, as it has been in the moſt 
thameful manner, by men of eminence and pow- 
er; according to their eminence in ſtation, the 
nobles and ſenators, and every man in office and” 
authority, muſt incur a double load af guilt, and 
not only that burden of guilt in the oppreſſion 
of the African ſtrangers, but alſo in that of an 
impending danger and ruin to their cauntry ; 
and ſuch a double load of iniguity mult reit upon 
thoſe guilty heads wha withhold their teſtimony” 
againſt the crying ſin of tolerating ſlavery, The 
inhabitants in general who can approve: of ſuch 
inhuman barbarities, muſt themſelves be a ſpecies 
of unjuſt barbarians and inhuman men. But the 
clergy 
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gergy of all denominations, whom we would edn- 
nder as the devour meſſengers of righteouſneſs, 
peace, and good-will to af men, if we find any 
of them ranked with infidels and barbarians, we 
muſt conſider them as particularly reſponſible 
and, in ſome meaſure, guilty of the crimes'o 
ether wicked men in the higheſt degree. For it 
is their duty to warn every man, and to. teach 
every man to know their errors; and if they do 
not, the crimes of thoſe under their particular 
charge muſt reſt upon themſelves, and upon 
fome of them, in ſuch a caſe as this, that of the 
whole nation in general; and thoſe (whatever 
their reſpective ſituation may be) who forbid 
others to aſſiſt them, muſt not be very ſenſible 
of their own duty, and the great extenſiveneſs 
and importance of their own charge. And as it 
is their grear duty to teach men righteouſneſs and 
picty; this aught to be conſidered as ſufficiently 
obvious unto them, and to all men, that nothi 
can be more contrary unto it, than the evil ar 
very nature of enſlaving men, and making mer- 
chandize of them like the brute creation. For 
<« jt is evident that no cuſtom eſtabliſhed among 
* men was ever more impious ; ſince it is con- 
ce trary to reaſon, juſtice, nature, the principles 
« of law and government, and the whole doc- 
ce trine, in ſhort, of natural religion, and the re- 
« vealed voice of God. And, therefore, that it 
©* is both evident and expedient, that there is an 
t abfolute neceſſity to aboliſh the ſlave trade, and 
« the Weſt - India ſlavery; and that to be in power, 
« and to neglect even a day in endeavouring ta 
put a ſtop to fuch monſtrous iniquity and aban- 
& doned wickedneſs (as the tenure of every man's 
& life, as well as the time of his being in — 
X Pry 10 
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* and r is very uncertain) muſt neceſſari 
N man's own eternal welfare, be 1 
« ever ſo great in temporal dignity.” - 

The higher that any man is exalted in 
and dignity, his danger is the more eminent, 
though he may not live to ſee the evil that 
eventually be contributed to his country, becauſe 
of his diſobedience to the law and commandments 
of God. All men in authority, and kings in ge- 
neral, who are exalted to the moſt conſpicuous 
offices of ſuperiority, while they take upon them - 
felves to be the adminiſtrators of righteouſneſs 
and juſtice to others, they become equally reſpon- 
fible for admitting or ſuffering others under their 
authority to do wrong. Wherefore the higheſt 
offices of authority among men, are not ſo defira- 
ble as ſome may be apt to conceive; it was ſ@ 
conſidered by the virtuous queen Anne, when ſhe 
was called to the royal dignity, as ſhe declared to 
the council of the nation, that it was a h 
weight and burden brought upon her. For kings 
are the miniſters of God, to do juſtice, and not to 
bear the ſword in vain, but to revenge wrath upon 
them that do evil. But if they do not in fuch a 
caſe as this, the cruel oppreſſions of thouſands, 
and the blood of the murdered Africans who are 
ſlain by the ſword of cruel avarice, mutt reſt upor 
their own guilty heads in as eventually and plain 
a ſenſe as it was David that murdered Uriah ; and 
therefore they ought to let no companies of inſi- 
dious merchants, or any guileſul inſinuations of 
wicked men, prevail upon them to eſtabliſh 
laws of iniquity, and ta carry on a trade of op- 
preſſion and injuſtice ; but they ought to conſider 
fuch as the work of foes and rebels, and greater 
enemies. than any that can riſe up againſt their 
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dignity. From all ſuch enemies, good 
Lord, deliver them! for it is even better to loſe a 
temporal kingdom, than only to endanger the 
happineſs and enjoyment of an eternal one. 
Nothing elſe can be conceived, but that the 
power of infernal wickedneſs has ſo reigned and 
pervaded over the enlightened nations, as to in- 
fatuate and lead on the great men, and the kings 
of Europe, to promote and eſtabliſh ſuch a horri- 
ble traffic of wickedneſs as the African ſlave 
trade and the Weſt- India ſlavery, and thereby to 
bring themſelves under the guilty reſponſbility of 
ſuch awful iniquity. The kings and governors of 
the nations in general have power to prevent their 
ſubjects and people from enſlaving and oppreſſing 
others, if they will ; but if they do not endeavour 
to do it, even if they could not effect that good 
purpoſe, they muſt then be reſponſible for their 
crimes; haw much more, if they make no endea- 
vours towards it, even when they can, and where 
no oppoſition, however plauſible their pretences 
might be, would dare to oppole them. Where- 
fore, it kings or nations, or any men that dealeth 
unjuſtly with their. fellow-creatures, to enſnare 
them, to enſlave them, and to opprels them, or 
ſuffer others to do ſo, when they have it in their 
power to prevent it, and yet they do not, can it 
ever be thought that God will be well pleaſed 
with them? For can thoſe which have no mercy 
on their f:llow-creatures, expect to find mercy 
from the gracious Father of Men ? Or will it not 
rather be ſaid unto them, as it is declared, that be 
tho leadeth into captivity, ſhall be carried captive, 
end be bound in the cords of his awn iniquity : Though 


band join in hand the wicked ſhall not go unpuniſhed ; - 


for fin and wickedneſs is the deſiruttion of any oo 
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And ſhould theſe nations, in the moſt obnoxious 
and tenacious manner, {till adhere. to it as they 
have done, and continue to carry on in their colo- 
nies ſuch works and purpoſes of iniquity, in op- 
preſſion and injuſtice againſt the Africans, no- 
thing elſe can be expected for them at laſt, but to 
meet with the fierce wrath of Almighty God, for 
ſuch a combination of wickedneſs, according ta 
all the examples of his juſt retribution, who can- 
not ſuffer ſuch deliberate, ſuch monſtrous jini- 
quity to go long unpuniſned. 115 
There is good reaſon to ſuppoſe, that it was far 
from the intention of Ferdinand, king of Spain, 
to uſe his new ſubjects in America in the brutal 
and barbarous manner that his people did; and 
happy for the credit of that nation, and the honor 
of mankind, even among the profligate adven- 
turers which were ſent to conquer and deſolate the 
new world, there were ſome perſons that retained 
ſome tincture of virtue and generoſity, and ſome 
men of the greateſt reputation of both gentlemen 
and clergy, which did not only remonſtrate, but 
proteſt againſt their meaſures then carried on. 
And ſince that iniquitous traffic of ſlavery has 
commenced and been carried on, many gen- 
tlemen of the moſt diſtinguiſhed reputation, of 
different nations, and particularly in England, 
have proteſted and remonſtrated againſt it. But 
the guileful inſinuations of avaricious wicked 
men, which prevailed formerly, have ſtill been 
continued; and to anſwer the purpoſes of their 
own covetouſneſs, the different nations have been 
fomented with jealouſy to one another, leaſt ano- 
ther ſhould have the advantage in any traffic; and 
while naturally emulous to promote their own am- 
bition, they have imbrewed their hands in that 
inſamous 
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infamous commerce of iniquiry ; and by the inſi- 
diovs inſtigation of thoſe whoſe private emolu- 
ment depends on it, the various profligate adven- 


turers, from time to time, have acquired the ſanc- 


tion of laws to ſupport them, and have obtained 
the patronage of kings in their favour to encour - 
age them, whereby that commerce of the moſt 
hotorious injuſtice, and open violation of the laws 
of God, hath been carried on exceedingly to the 
ſhame of all the Chriſtian nations, and greatly to 
the diſgrace of all the monarchs of Furope. The 
fact ſpeaks itſelf: And deflrufion ſhall be to the 
workers of iniquity. The bold and oſtenſive en- 
flavers of men, who ſubject their fellow-creatures 
to the rank of a brute, and the immolate value of 
a beaſt, are themſelves the moſt abandoned ſlaves 
of infernal wickedneſs, the moſt obnoxious ruffi- 
ans among men, the enemies of their country, 
and the diſgrace of kings. Their iniquity is wrote 
in the light as with a ſun-beam, and engraven on 
the hardeſt rock as with the point of a diamond, 
that cannot be eaſily wiped away : But the wicked 
Hall fall by their own wickedneſs. And, neverthe- 
leſs, by the inſidious inſtigations of thoſe who 
have forſaken the amiable virtues of men, and 
have acquired the cruel ferocity of tygers and 
wild beaſts, they have not only polluted them- 
ſelves with their iniquity, but their baſe treachery 
has brought ſhame and guilt upon ſome of the 
moſt exalted and moſt amiable characters in the 
world. And, therefore, that no evil may happen 
unto thoſe who have been ſo ſhamefully beguiled 
and betrayed by the vile inſtigations of wicked, 
prof igate, inhuman men, and that no ſhame and 
guilt may reſt upon him, who ſtandeth in the 
greateſt eminence of reſponſibility, I am 
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quiſition, and the Emperor and others _— 
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deſire to pray; let all the of the wiſe and 
pious be heard for the king, and for his wiſe 
counſellors, and the great men that ſtand before 
great men ſtand in the 
moſt perilous ſituation of having the crimes of 
others imputed to them; . kings have 
need of all your prayers, that the counſel of the 
wicked may not prevail againſt them, for theſe 
are the worſt foes, and moſt terrible enemies, both 
to yourſelves and to your ſovereign. Righteouf+ 
ne/s exalieth a nation, but fin is a reproach to any 


la this advanced era, when the kings of Eu- 
rope are become more conſpicuous for their manly 
virtues, than any before them have been, it is to 
be hoped that they will not any longer ſuffer 
themſelves to be impoſed upon, and be begyiled, 
and _—_ into guilt and ſhame, by any inſti- 
gations of the cunning craftineſs and evil policy 
of the avaricious, and the vile Sun enſlar 
vers of men. And as their wiſdom and under, 
ſtanding is great, and exalted as their high dig 
nity, it is alſo to be hoped that they will ever 
themſelves, in the cauſe of righteouſneſs and jul- 
tice, and be like the wiſeſt and the greateſt mo- 
narchs of old, to hearken- to the counſel: of the 
wiſe men that know the times, and to the rights 
ous laws of God, and to deliver the o 


kings of Europe 
fernal invention of the bloody tribunal of the in- 


good of their ſubjeRs ; it is to be hoped alſo 
theſe exalted and liberal principles will lead 


. 
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on to greater improvements in civilization and 
felicitation, and next to aboliſh that other diabo- 
lical invention of the bloody and cruel African 

ſlave- trade, and the Weſt-Indian Navery. 
But whereas the people of Great-Britain having 
now acquired a greater ſhare in that iniquitous 
commerce than all the reſt together, they are the 
firſt that ought to ſer an example, left they have 
to repent for their wickedneſs when it becomes 
too late; leſt ſome impending calamity ſhould 
ſpeedily burſt forth againſt them, and leſt a juſt 
retribution for their enormous crimes, and a con- 
tinuance in committing ſimilar deeds of barba- 
rity and injuſtice ſhould involve'them in ruin. 
For ve may be affured that God will certainly 
avenge himſelf of ſuch heinons tranſgreſſors of 
His law, and of all thoſe planters and merchants, 
and of all others, who are the authors of the Afri. 
cans graves, ſeverities, and cruel pumſhments, 
and no plea of any abſolute neceſſity can poſſibly 
excuſe them. And as the inhabitants of Great- 
Britain, and the inhabitants of the colonies, ſeem 
almoſt equally guilty of the oppreſſion, there is 
great reaſon for both to dread the fevere ven- 
geance of Almighty God upon them, and upon 
all ſuch notorious workers of wickedneſs; for it 
is evident that the legiſlature of Great-Britain 
atroniſes and encourages them, and ſhares in the 
infamous profits of the ſlavery of the Africans. 
It is therefore neceſſary that the inhabitants of the 
Britiſh nation ſhould ſeriouſly conſider theſe things 
for their own good and ſafety, as well as for our 
benefit and deliverance, and that they may be ſen- 
ſible of their own error and danger, left they pro- 
voke the vengeance of the Almighty againſt them, 


For what wickedneſs was there ever riſen up fo 
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monſtrous, and more likely to bring a heavy rod 
of deſtruction upon a nation, than the deeds com- 
mitted by the Weſt-Indian flavery, and the Afri- 
can ſlave trade. And even in that part of it car- 
tied on by the Liverpool and Briſtol merchants, 
the many ſhocking and inhuman inſtances of 
their barbariry and cruelty are ſuch, that every one 
that heareth thereof has reaſon to tremble, and 
cry out, Should not the land. tremble for this, and 
every one mourn that dwelleth therein ? 

The vaſt carnage and murders committed by 
the Britiſh inſtigators of ſlavery, is attended 
with a very — peculiar, and almoſt un- 
heard of conception, according to the notion of 
the perpetrators of it; they either conſider them 
as their own property, that they may do with 
as they pleaſe, in life or death; or that the 
taking away the life of a black man is of no more 
account than taking away the life of a beaſt. A 
very melancholy inſtance of this. happened about 
the year 1780, as recorded in the courts of laws 
a maſter of a veſſel bound to the Weſtern Colo- 
nies, ſelected 132 of the molt ſickly of the black 
flaves, and ordered them to be thrown overboard 
into the ſea, in order to recover their value from 
the inſurers, as he had perceived that he was too 
late to get a good market for them in the Weſt· 
Iodies. On the trial, by the counſel for the 
owners of the veſſel againſt. the underwriters, 
their argument was, that the ſlavean were to be 
conſidered the ſame as horſes ; and their plea for 
throwing, them into the fea, was nothing better 
than that. it might be more neceſſary to throw 
them overboard to lighten their veſſel than, goods 
of greater value, or ſomething to that effect. 
Theſe poor creatures, it ſeems, were tied two and 
Aon two 
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two together when they were thrown into the ſea, 
let ſome of them might ſwim a little for the laſt 
gaſp of air, and, with the animation of their ap- 
proaching exit, breath their ſouls away to the 
gracious Father of ſpitits. Some of the laſt par- 
cel, when they ſaw the fate of their companions, 
made their eſcape from tying by jumping over- 
board, and one was ſaved by means of à rope 
from ſome in the ſhip. The owners of the veſſel, 
I ſuppoſe, (inhuman connivers of robbery, ſlavery, 
— — — were rather a little defeated 
in this; by bringing their villainy to light in a 
court of law ; bur the inhuman . cap- 
tain was kept out of the way of juſtice from get- 
ting hold of him. Though: ſuch, trators 
murder and fraud ſhould have been fought after 
from the Britiſh: Dan in the Eaſt-Indies, to her 
Beerſhebah in the Welt, s HOT. 
But aur lives are accounted of no value, we are 
hunted after as the prey in the deſart, and doomed 
to daſtruction as the beaſts that periſh. - And for 
this, ſhould we appeal to the inhabitants of Eu- 
rape, would they dare to ſay (that they have not 
wronged us, and grievouſty injured us, and that 
che blood of millions do not cry out agaiaſt 
them? And if we appeal to the inhabitants of 
Great- Britain, can they juttify the deeds of their 
conduct towards us? And is it not ſtrange to 
think, that who ought to be confidered as 
the moſt and civilized people in the world, 
that they ſhould carry on a traffic of the moſt bar- 
barous cruelty and injuſtioe, and that many, even 
among them, are become ſo diſſolute, as to think 
ſlavery, robbery and murder no crimes? But we 
will anſwer to this, that no man can, with impu- 
nity, ſteal, kidnap, buy or fell a -- 
; without 
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without being guilty of the moſt atrocious vil- 
lainy. And we will aver, that every ſlave-holder 
that claims any property in ſlaves, or holds them 
in an involuntary ſervitude, are the moſt obnoxious 
and diſſolute robbers among men; and that they 
have no more right, nor any better title to any 
one of them, than the moſt profligite and noto- 
rious robbers and thieves in the world, has to the 
goods which they have robbed and ftole from 
the right owners and lawful poſſ-flor thereof. 
But ſhould the flave- holders ſay that they buy 
them; their title and claim is no better then 
that of the moſt notorious conniver, who buys 
goods from other robbers, knowing them to be 
ſtole, and accordingly gives an inferior price for 
them. According to the laws of England, when 
ſuch connivers are diſcovered, and the property 
of others unlawfully found in their poſſeſſion ; 
the right owners thereof can oblige the connivers 
to reſtore back their property, and to puniſh 
them for their trefpaſs. But the flave-holders, 
univerſally, are thoſe connivers, they do not only 
rob men ot ſome of their property, but they keep 
men from every property belonging to them, and 
compel them to their involuntary ſervice and 
drudgery ; and thoſe whom they buy from other 
robbers, and keep in their poſſeſſion, are greatly 
injured by them when compared to any ſpecies 
of goods whatſotr ver; and accordingly they give 
but a very inferior price for men, as all their vaſt 
eſtates in the Weſt-Indics is not tufficient to buy 
one of them, if the rightful poſſeſlor was to fell 
himſelf to them in the manner that they claim 
poſſeſſion of him. Therefore let the inhabitants 
of any civilized nation determine, whether, if. 
they were to be — the lame manner wy 

the 
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the Africans. are, by various pirates, , kidnappers, 
and ſlave-holders, and their wives, and their ſons 
and daughters were to be robbed from them, or 
themſelves violently taken away to a perpetual 
and intolerable. flavery; or whether they would 
not think thoſe robbers, who only took away 
their property, leſs injurious to them than, the 
other. It they determine it ſo, as reaſon muſt 
tell every man, that himſelf is of more value than 
his property; then the executors of the laws 
of civilization ought to tremble at the incon- 
fiſtency of . paſſing judgment upon thoſe whoſe 
crimes, in many caſes, are leſs than what the 
whole legitlature muſt be guilty of, when thoſe 
of a far greater is encouraged and ſupported by 
it wherever ſlavery is tolerated by law, and, con- 
ſequently, that ſlavery can no where be tolerated 
with any confiſtency to civilization and the laws 
of juſtice among men; but if it can maintain its 
ground, to have any place at all, it muſt be 
among a ſociety of barbarians and thieves, and 
where the laws of their ſociety is, for every one 
to catch what he can. Ihen, when theft and 
robbery becomes no crimes, the man- ſtealer and 
the conniving flave-holder might poſſibly get 
frec, o 
But the ſeveral nations, of Europe that have 
joined in that iniquitous traffic of buying, ſelling, 
and enſlaving men, muſt in courſe have left their 
own. laws of civilization to adopt thoſe of barba- 
riaus and robbers, and that they may ſay to one 
another, When thou ſaweſt a thief, then thou con- 
ſenteſt with bim, and haſt been partaker with all the 
workers of iniquity. But whereas every man, as a 
rational creature, is reſponſible for his actions, 
and he becomes not only guilty in doing evil 
885 | himſelf, 
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himſelf, but in letting others rob and oppreſs 
their fellow-creatures with impunity, or in not 
delivering the opprefſed when he has it in his 
power to help them. And hkewiſe that nation 
which may be ſuppoſed to maintain a 
conſiderable degree of civilization, juſtice and 
equity within its on furiſdiction, is not in 
that caſe innocent, while it beholds another 
nation or people carrying n perfecution, op- 
preſſion ant ſlavery, unleſs it remonſtrates a- 
gainſt that wickedneſs of the other nation, and 
makes uſe of every effort in its power to help 
the oppreſſed, and to reſcue the innocent. For 
ſo it ought to be the univerſal rule of duty to all 
men that fear God and keep his commandments, 
to do good to all men wherever they can; and 
when they find 'any wronged and injured” by 


others, they ſhould endeavour to deliver the en- 


ſnared whatever their grievances 'may be; and 
ſhould this fometimes lead them into war th 

might expect the protection and bleſſing of hea- 
ven. How far other motives may appear eligible 
for men to oppoſe one another with hoſtile force, 
it is not my buſineſs to enquire. But I ſhould 
ſuppoſe the hardy veterans who engage merely 
about the purpoſes of envying one another con- 
cerning any different advantages of commerce, 
or for enlarging their territories and dominions, 
or for the end of getting riches by their con- 
queſt ; that if they fall in the combat, they muſt 
generally die, as the fool dieth, vaunting in vain 
glory ; and many of them be like to thoſe who 
go out in darkneſs, never to fee light; and 
ſhould they come off alive, what more does 
their honour and fame amount to, but only to 
be like that antediluvian conqueror, who had 
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| ſtain a may to bis own wounding, and a young man 


to his hurt. But thoſe mighty men of rengwn in 
the days of old, becauſe of their apoſtacy from 
God, ang rebellion and wickedneſs to men, were 
at laft all fwallowed up by an nniyerſal deluge 
for their iniquity and crimes. | # 

But again let me obſerve, that whatever civi- 
lization the inhabitants of Great-Britain may en- 
Joy among themſelves, they have ſeldom main- 


tained their own innocence in that great duty as 


2a Chriſtian nation towards others; and I may 
ſay, with reſpe&-to their African neighbours, or 
to any other whereſover they may go by the way 
of commerce, they have not regarded them at all, 
And when they ſaw others robbing the Africans, 
and carrying them into captivity and ſlavery, 
they have neither helped them, nor oppoſed their 
oppreſſors in the leaſt. But-inftead thereof they 
have joined in combination againſt them with 
the reſt of other profligate nations and people, 
to buy, enſlave and make merchandize of them, 
becauſe they ſound them helpleſs and fit to ſuit 
their own purpoſe, and are become the head 
carriers on of that iniquitous traffic. But the 
greater that any reformation and eivilization is 
obtained by any nation, it they do not maintain 
righteouſnefs, but carry on any courſe of wick- 
edneſs and oppreflion, it makes them appear only 
the-more inconſiſtent, and their tyranny and op- 
preſſion the more conſpicuous, Wherefore be- 
cauſe of the great wickedneſs, cruelty and injuſ- 
tice done to the/Africans, thoſe who are greateſt 
in the tranſgreſlion give an evident and undu- 
bious warrant to all other nations beholding their 
tyranny and injuſtice to others, if thoſe nations 
have any regard to their own innocence and vir- 
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tue, and with to maintain righteouſneſs, and to 
remain clear of the opprefſion and blood ot all 
men; it is their duty to chaſtiae and ſuppreſs ſuch 
unjuft and tyrannical oppreſſors and enſlavers of 
men. And ſhould none of thefe be found among 
the enlightened and civilized nations, who main- 
tain their own innocence and righteouſneſs, with 


regard to their duty unto all men; and that 


there may be none to chaſtize the tyrannical 
oppreſſors of others; then it may be feared, as 
it has often been, that fierce nations of various 
inſets, and other annoyances, may be ſent as a 
judginent to puniſh the wicked nations of men, 
or by ſome way or other every criminal nation, 
and all their confederates, who fin and rebel 
againſt God, and againſt his laws of nature and 
ations, will each meet with ſome awful retribu- 
tion at laſt, unleſs they repent of their iniquity, 
And the greater advantages of light, learning, 
knowledge and civilization that any people en- 
joy, if they do not maintain righteouſneſs, but do 
wickedly, they will meet with the more ſevere 
rebuke when the viſitations of God's judgment 
cometh upon them. And the prophecy which 
was given to Moſes, is ſtill as much in force 
againſt the enlightened nations now for their 
wickedneſs, in going after the abominations of 
heathens and barbarians, for none elfe would at- 
tempt to enſlave and make merchandize of men, 
as it was when denounced againſt the Ifraglitiſh 
nation of old, when they departed, or ſhould 
depart, from the laws and ſtatutes of the Moſt 
High. The Lord ſhall bring à nation againſt thre, 
from far, from the ends of the earth, as ſunft as 
the eagle flieth, a nation whoſe tongue thou ſhalt not 
underſtand, &c, See Deut. xxx. 
I 2 But 
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ut leſt any of theſe things ſhould happen to 
the generous and reſpectuful Britons, who are 
not altogether loſt to virtue and conſideration ; 
let me ſay unto you, in the language of a wiſe 
and eminent Queen, as ſhe did when her people 
were ſold as a prey to their enemics : That it is 
not all your enemies for they can be reckoned 
nothing elſe), the cbvetous inſtigators and car - 
riers on of flavery and w-ckedneſs, that can in 
any way countervail the damage to yourſelves, 
to your king, and to your country; nor will all 
the infamous profits of the. poor Africans avail 
E any thing if it brings down the avenging 

and ot God upon you. We are not ſaying that 
we have not ſinned, and that we are not deſery- 
ing of the righteous judgments of God againſt 
us. But the enemies that have riſen up againſt 
us are cruel, oppreſſive and unjuſt; and their 
haughtineſs of inſolence, wickedneſs and iniquity 
is like to that of Haman the ſon of Hammedatha; 
and who dare ſuppoſc, or even preſume to think, 
that the inhuman ruffians and enſnarers of men, 
the vile negociators and m-rchandizers of the 
human ſpecies, and the oſtenſive combinations of 
flave-holders in the Weſt have done no evil? 
And ſhould we be paſſive, as the ſuffering mar- 
tyrs dying in the flames, whoſe blood erieth for 
vengeance on their perſecutors and murderers; 
ſo the iniquity of our oppreſſors, enſlavers and 
murderers riſe: up againſt them. For we have 
been hunted after as the wild beaſts of the earth, 
and ſold to the ent mies of mankind as their prey 
and ſhould any of us have endeavoured to get 
away from them, as a man would naturally fly 
from an enemy that way-laid him; we have been 
purſued” after, and, by haughty mandates and 
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laws of iniquity, overtaken, and murdered and 
ſlain, and the blood of millions cries out. againſt 
them. And together with theſe that have been 
cruelly ſpoiled and flain, the very grievous af- 
flictions that we have long ſuffer:d under, has 
been long crying for vengeance on our op- 
prefſors ; and the great diſtreſs and wretchedneſs 
of human woe and mifery, which we are yet 
lying under, is ftill rifing up before that High 
and Sovereign Hand- of Juſtice, where men, by 
all their oppreſſion and cruelty, can no way pre- 
vent; their evil treatment of others may ſerve to 
increaſe the blow, but not to evade the ſtroke of 
His power, nor withhold the bringing down that 
arm of vengeance on themſelves, and upon all 
their connivers and confederators, and the par- 
ticular inſtigators of ſuch wilful murders and 
inhuman barbarity. The life of a black man is 
of as much regard in the fight of God, as the life 
of any other man; though we have been fold as 
a carnage to the market, and as a prey to profli- 
gate wicked men, to torture and laſh us as they 
pleaſe, and as their caprice may think fit, to mur- 
der us at diſcretion, 

And ſhould any of the beſt of them plead, as 
they generally will do, and tell of their humanity 
— charity to thoſe whom they have captured 
and enſlaved, their tribute of thanks is but ſmall; 
for what is it, but a little reſtored to the wretched 
and miſerable whom they have robbed of their 
all; and only to be dealt with, like the ſpoils of 
thoſe taken in the field of battle, where the 
wretched fugitives muſt fubmit to what they 
pleaſe. For as we have been robbed of our na- 
tural right as men, and treated as beafts, - thoſe 
who have injured us, are like to them who have 


robbed 
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robbed the . widow, the orphans, the poor and 
the n-edy of their right, and whoſe children are 
rioting on the ſpoils of thoſe who are begging. at 
their d1ors for bread, And ſhould they tay, that 
their tathers were thieves and connivers with en- 
ſnarers of men, and that they have been brought 
up to the iniquitous practice of flaycry aud op- 
preſſum of their fellow · ereaturts and they can- 
not live without carrying it on, and making their 
gain by the unlawful merchandize and cruel fla» 
very ot wen, what is that to us, and where will 
it juſtify them? And ſome will be ſaying, that the 
Black people, who are free in the Weſt Indies, 
are more miſerable than the ſlaves ;—and, well 
they may ; for while they can get their work and 
drudgety done for nothing, it is not likely that 
they will employ thoſe whom they muſt pay for 
their labour. But what«ver neceſſity the enſla- 
vers of men may plead ſor their iniquitous prac- 
tice of ſlavery, and the various advantages which 
they get by it, can only evidence their own in- 
Juſtice and diſhoneſty. A man that is truly ho- 
neſt, fears nothing ſo much as the very impu- 
tation of injuſtice; but thoſe men who dare not 
face the conſequence ot acting uprightly in every 
caſe are deteſtable cowards, unworthy the name 
of men; ſor it is maniſeſt that iuch men are moi e 
afraid oi temporal inconveniencies than they are 
of God: And I ſay unto you, my friends, be not 
afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have 
no moe that they can do; but I will forwarn you 
whom you ſpall fear : Fear him, who, after he hath 
killed, hath power to caſt into bell, Luke xii. 4, 8. 
But why thould a total abolition, and an uni- 
verſal emancipation. of ſlaves, and the enſranchiſe- 
ment of all the Black People employed in the cul- 
ture 
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ture of the Colonies; taking place as it ought to 
do, and without any heſitation, or delay for 2 
moment, even though it might have ſome ſeem- 


ing appearance of loſs either to government or to 
individuals, be feared at all? Their labour, as 


freemen, would bo as uſeful in the ſugar colonies 


3s any other claſs of men that could be found; 


and thould it even take place in ſuch a manner 


that ſome individuals, at firſt, would ſuffer lofs 
as a. juſt reward for their wickedneſs in flave- 
dealing, what is that to the happineſs and 
of doing juſtice to others; and, I muſt fay, to the 
great danger, otherwiſe, that muſt eventually 
hang over the whole community? It is certain, 
that the produce of the labour of ſlaves, together 
with all the advantages of the Weft-India traffic, 
bring in an immenſe revenue to government; but 
let that amount be what it will, there might be 
as much or more expected from the labour of an 
equal increaſe of free people, and without the ime 
plication of any guilt attending it, and which, 
otherwiſe, muſt be a greater burden to bear, and 
more ruinous conſequences to be feared from it, 
than if the whole national debt was to fink at once, 
and to reft upon the heads of all that might ſuffer 
by it. Whereas, if a generous encouragement 
were to be given to a free people, eable 
among themſelves, intelligent and induftrious, 
who by art and labuur would improve the moſt 
barren fituations, and make the moſt of that 
which is fruitful; the free and. voluntary labour 
ot many, would foon yield to-any government, 
many greater advantages than any thing that ſla- 
very can produce. And this ſhould be expected, 
wherever a Chriſtian government is extended, 
and the true religion is embraced, that the — 
ngs 
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fings of liberty ſhould be extended likewiſe, and 
that it ſhould diffuſe its influences firſt to fertilize 
the mind, and then the effects of its benignity 
would extend, and ariſe with exuberant bleſſings 
and advantages from all its operations. Was this 
to be the caſe, every thing would increaſe and 
proſper at home wart abroad, and ten thouſand 
times greater and greater advantages would ariſe 
to the ſtate, and more permanent and ſolid bene- 
fit to individuals from the ſervice of freemen, 
than ever they can reap, or in any poſſible way 
enjoy, by the labour of ſlaves. | 

But why: this diabolical traffic of ſlavery has 
not been aboliſhed before now, and why it was 
introduced at all, as I have already enquired, 
muſt be greatly imputed to that powerful and 
pervading agency of infernal wickednefs, which 
reigneth and prevaileth over the nations, and to 
that umbrageous image of iniquity eftabliſhed 
thereby; for had there been any truth and right- 
eouſneſs in that grand horn of deluſion in the eaſt, 
which may ſeem admirable to ſome, and be look- 
ed upon by its votaries as the fine burnithed gold, 
and bright as the fineſt polithed filver, then would 
not ſlavery, cruelty and oppreſſion have been abo- 
lithed wherever its influence came ? And had the 
grand apoſtacy of its fellow, horn, with all its li- 
neaments been any better, and endowed with any 
real virtue and goodneis. whom its devotees may 


tening as the fineſt gems, then would not 
forbidden wherever the beams of auy Chriſtianity 
aroſe Þ Then might we have expected to hear 


tdings of good, even trom thoid who are gone to 


1 hen 


behold as the tineft polithed diamond, and glit- - 


Uavery and barbarity have becn prohibited and 


repoſe-'in the fabulous paradite of Mahomet? 
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Then might we have looked for it from thoſe 


who are now reclined to ſlumber in aſſimulation 
with the old dotards of Rome, or to thaſe wha: 
are fallen aſleep and become enamoured with the: 
ſcarlet couch of the abom nable enchantreſs dyed 


in blood? And as well then might we not expect 


tenderneſs and compaſſion from thoſe whom the 
goddeſs of avarice has ſq allured with her charms, 
that her heart · ſiek lovers are become reverſed. to 
the feelings of human woe; and with the great 
hurry and buſtle of the ruſſet ſlaves employed in 


all the drudgeries of the weftern iſles, and mari- 


time ſhore, in the cruel. and involuntary ſervice 
of her voluptuouſneſs, having ſo dazzled their 
eyes, and bereaved them of all ſenſibility, that 
their hearts are become callous as the nether mill» 
Kone, fierce as the tygers, and devoid of the na- 
tural feelings of men? From all ſuch enchant- 


ments we would turn away, and fly from them as 


from the ravenous beaſts of prey, as from the 
weeping crocodiles and the deyouring reptiles, 
and as from the hoary monſters of the deep. 

But we would look unto you, O ye multitude 
in the deſart! againſt whom there is no enchant- 
meat, neither any divination whatever, that can 
prevail againſt you | for in your mouth there is 
no error or guile to be found, nor any fault be- 
fore the throne of God. And what! though 


your dwellings be in all lands, and ye have no 


nation or kingdom on earth that ye can call 
your own, and your camp be ſurrounded with 
many enemies, yet you have a place of defence, 
an invincible fortreſs, the munitions of rocks for 
your refuge, and the ſhield of your anointed is 
Almighty ; and behold his buckler is firong, and 
his ſceptre is exalted on high, and the r 
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of his dominion and power ruleth over all. But 
in the day that we ſhall be ſpoken for, if we find 
you a wall, we would build upon you a palace of 
filver ; and if you find us a door, ineloſe us with 
boards of cedar, for we long, and would to God 
that we longed more, to enter into your fortreſs, 
and follow you to your happy retreat. Then 
might we, like you, ftand undaunted before our 
foes, and with more than heroic ſullenneſs at all 
their cruel tortures, highly diſdain their rage, 
and boldly dare them to do their worft. For you, 
O ye friends of the Moſt High, when you die, 
when ye are perſecuted and flain, when you fall 
inthe combat, when you die in the bartle, it is 
you? only you, that come off conquerors, and 
more than conquerors through him that loved 
you ! And ſhould it yet be, as it has often been, 
that your foes might purſue you with their uſual 
arrogance and perſceuting rage, and cauſe you to 
die cruelly veiled in a curtain of blood, lo! your 
Rains are all waſhed away, and your wounds and 
ſcars will ſoon be healed, and yourſelves will be 
then inveſted with a robe of honor that will thine 
in whiteneſs for ever new, and your blood that 
was thed by the terrific rage of your foes, will 
teſtify againſt them, and rife up in grandeur to 
you, as an enfringement of gold floating in glory, 
and-as his robe of honor which flames in eternal 
crimſon: through the heavens. But we envy no 
man, but with them to do good, and not evil; 
and we want the prayers of the good, and where- 
ever they can to help us; and the bleſſing of God be 
with all the promoters of righteouſneſs and peace, 

But wherefore, O beloved, thould your watch- 
men ſit ſtill, when they hear tell that the enemy 
is invading all the out-poſts and camp of the Bri- 
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tiſh empire, where many of your dwellings are ? 
Are they all fallen aſleep; and lying down to ſlum- 
ber in aſſimilation with the workers of iniquity 2? 
Should not thoſe who are awake, ariſe, and give 
the alarm, that others may ariſe and awake alſo ? 
And ſhould not they who feareth the name of the 
Lord, and worthip in his holy temples, Let judge 
ment to run down. as waters, and righteouſneſs as a 
mighty ſtream ? But why think ye prayers in 
churches and chapels only will do ye good, if 
your charity do not extend to pity and regard 
your fellow creatures periſhing through: igno- 
rance, under the heavy yoke of ſubjection and 
bondage, to the cruel and avaricious oppreſſion of 
brutiſh profligate men; and when both the injur- 
ed, and their oppreſſors, dwell in ſuch a vicinity 
as equally, to claim. your regard ? The injurers, 
oppreſſors, enſlavers, and , murderers of others, 
eventually bring a curſe upon themſelves, as far 
as they deſtroy, injure, and cruelly and baſely 
treat thoſe under their ſubjection and unlawhul 
bondage. And where ſuch a dreadful pre- emi - 
nence of iniquity abounds, as the admiſſion of 
laws. for tolerating ſlavery and wickedneſs, and 
the worſt of robberies, not only of men's proper- 
ties, but themſelves; and the many inhuman 
murders and cruelties occaſioned by it: If- it 
meets with your approbation, it is your fin, and 
you are then as a conniver, and confederator with 
thoſe workers of wickedneſs; and if you give it-2 
ſanction by your. paſſive obedience, it manifeſts 
that you are gone over to thoſe brutith enemies 
of mankind, and can in no way be a true lover of 
your king and country. 

Wheretore it ought to be the univerſal endea- 
vour, and the. ardeat with, of all the lovers of 


God 
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God and the Saviour of men, and of all that de- 
light in his ways of righteouſneſs, and of all the 
lovers of their country, and the friends of man- 
kind, and of every real patriot in the land, and 
of every man and woman that dwelleth therein, 
and of all thoſe that have any pretence to cha- 
rity, generoſity, ſenſibility and humanity; and 
whoever has any regard to innocence and virtue, 
to plead that ſlavery, with all its great and hei- 
nous magnitude of iniquity, might be aboliſhed 
throughout all the Britiſh dominions; and from 
henceforth to hinder and prohibit the carrying on 
of that barbarous, brutith and inhuman traffic 
of the ſlavery and commerce. of the human ſpe- 
cies, wherever the power and influence of the 
Britiſh empire extends. And in doing this, and 
always in doing righteouſly, let the glory and ho- 
nour of it be alone aſcribed untoGod Moſt High, 
for his great mercy and goodneſs to you; and 
that his bleſſings and unbounded. beneficence may 
ſhine forth upon you, and upon all the promoters 
of it: and that it may with great honours” and 
advantages of peace and proſperity be ever reft- 
ing upon the noble Britons, and upon their moſt 
worthy, moſt eminent and auguſt Sovereign, and 
upon all his government and the people under it 
and that the ſtreams thereof may run down in 
rizhteouſneſs even to us, poor deplorable Africans. 
And we that are particularly concerned would 
humbly join with all the reſt of our brethren and 
countrymen in complexion, who have been grie- 
vouſly injured, and who Jointly and ſeparately, 
in all the language of grief and woe, are hum- 
bly imploring and earnefily. entreating the moſt 
reſpectful and generous people of Great Britain, 


that they would conſider us, and have merey and 
compaſſion 
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eompaſſion on us, and ta take away that evil 
that your enemies, as well as our oppreſſors, are 
doing towards us, and cauſe them to defiſt from 
their evil treatment of the poor and deſpiſed Afri- 
cans, before it be too late; and to reſtore that 
juſtice and liberty which is our natural right, 
that we have been unlawfully deprived and cruelly 
wronged of, and to deliver us from that capti- 
vity and bondage which. we -now;ſuffer under, 
in our preſent languiſhing ſtate of exile and mi- 
ſery. And we humbly pray that God may put 
it into the minds of the noble Britons, that the 
may have the honor and advantage of doing 15 
great good to many, and to extend their power 
and influence to do good afar; and that great 
good in abundance may come down upon them- 
ſelves, and upon all their government and the 
people under it, in every place belonging to the 
Britiſh empire. But if the people and the le- 
giſlature of Great - Britain altogether hold their 
peace at ſuch a time as this, and even laugh at 
our calamity as heretofore they have been wont 
to do, by making merchandize of us to enrich 
themſelves with our miſery and diftreſs : we fit 
like the mourning Mordecai's at their gates 
cloathed in ſackeloth; and, in this advanced era, 
we hope God in his Providence: will rife up a 
deliverance for us ſome other way; and we have 
great reaſon to hope that the time of our deli- 
verance is faſt drawing nigh, and when th 
great Babylon of iniquity will ſallll. 
And whercas we conſider our caſe before God 
of the whole univerſe, the Gracious Father: and 
Saviour of men; we will lock unto him for help 
and deliverance, The cry of our affliftion is al- 


ready gone up before him, and he will hearken 


to 
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to the voice of our diſtreſs; for he hears the cries 
and groans of the oppreſſed, and profeſſes that 
if they cry at all unto him, he will hearken unto 
them, and deliver them. For the oppreſſion of the 
poor, for the fighing of the needy, now will I ariſe 
faith Jehovah, and will ſet him in ſafety from bim 
that puſſetb at him, or that would enſnare bim. 
(Pſa. xii. g.) And I know that Febovab will main 
tain the cauſe of the afflited, and the right of the 
Poor. (Pſa. cxl. 12.) Wherefore it is our duty to 
look up to a greater deliverer than that of the 
Britiſh nation, or of any nation upon earth ; for 
unleſs God gives them repentance, and peace to- 
wards him, we can expect no peace or deliver- 
ance from them. But ftill we thall have cauſe 
to truſt, that God who made of one blood all the 
nations and children of men, and who gave to 
all equally a natural right to liberty ; that he 
who ruleth over all the kingdoms of the earth 
with equal providential juftice, ſhall then make 
enlargement and deliverance to ariſe to the grie- 
vouſly injured, and heavy opprefſed Africans 
from another place. 
And as we look for our help and ſure deliver- 
ance to come from God Moft High, ſhould it 
not come in an apparent way from Great-Britain, 
whom we conſider as the Queen of nations, let her 
not think to eſcape more than others, if the con- 
tinues to carry on oppreſſion and  injuftice, and 


ſuch pre-eminent wickedneſs againſt us: for we 


are only ſeeking that juſtice may be done to us, 


and what every righteous nation ought to do; 


and if it be not done, it will be adding iniquity 
to iniquity againſt themſelves, But let us not ſup- 
poſe that the inhabitants of the Britith nation will 


adhere to the ways of the profligate : For ſuch is 
the 
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the way of an adulterous woman; ſbe catetb, and 
wipeth ber mouth ; and ſaith, I have done no wicł- 
edneſ5, But rather let us ſuppoſe, That whereas 
intquity bath; aboundid, may righteonſne/s-:much more 
abound. For the wickedneſs that you have done 
is great, and wherever your traftc. and colonies 
have been extended it is ſhameſul; and the great 
injuſtice and cruelty dune to the poor, Africans 
crieth to heaven againſt you and therofore that 
it may be fotgiven unto you, it cries aloud for 
univerſal reformation and national; repentance. 
But let it»not ſuffice'that à gra cious call from the 
throne is inviting you, To à religious dhſervance of 
God's: holy kiws,' as fearingy le (0d's\ royath. and 
indignation, fſhoudgibe provoked againſt yeu 31 but in 
your neal ter Gods holy law, becauſe of the 
ſhametul tranſgteſſwn thereof, every man every 
woman hath reaſon to- maurn apart, andi every 
one that dwelleth in the land ought to mourn 
and ſigh for all the abominations done therein, 
and ſot the great wickedneſs carried an thereby. 

And now that bleflings may come inſtead of a 
curſe, and that many beneficent purpoſes a good 
might ſpeedily ariſe and flow ftom it, and be 
more readily promoted : I would hereby pre- 
ſume to offer the following conſiderations, ag 
ſome: outlines of à general refor mation which 
ought ta be eſtabliſhed and carried an. And 
firſt, 1 would propoſe; that there qught to be 
days of mourning and ſaſtimg appointed, to make 
enquiry into that great and pre- mineut c vil: for 


may years pat carried on, againſt the Heathen- 


nations, and the bortible iniquity». of making 
merchandiae of us, and cruelly enſlaving the 
poor Aſricans: and that you might ſeek grace 
and repentance, and find merey aud fargivenels. 
before God —— and that he may give 
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you wiſdom' and underſtandiug to deviſe what 
ought to be done. ny | 

- Secondly, I would propoſe that a total aboli- 
tion of ſlavety ſhouid be made and proclaimed 
and that an univerſal emancipation of ſlaves 
mould begin from the date thereof, and be car- 
tied on in the following manner: That a pro- 
ela mation ſhould be cauſed to be made, ſetting 
forth the Antichriſtian unlawfulneſs of the fla- 
very and e&mmerce. of the human ſpecies 5; and 
that it ſhould be ſent to all the courts and na- 
tions in Europe, to require! their advice and af- 
ſiſtance, and as they may find it unlawful to carry 
it on, let them whoſoeyer-.witl-join to prohibit 
it. And if ſuch a proclamation be found ad- 
viſable to the Britiſh legiſlature, let them pub- 
lim it, and cauſe it to be publiſhed, through - 
aut all the. Britiſh empire, to hinder and pro- 
hibit all men under their! government to traffic 
either in buying or ſelling men; and, to pre- 
vent it a (penalty might de made againſt it of 
one thouſund pounds, for any man either to buy 
or {ell another man. And that it ſhould require 
all ſlave-holders; upon the immediate informa- 
tion thereof, to mitigate the labour of their ſlaves 
to that of a lawful ſervitude, without «tortures 
or -oppreffion; and that they ſhould not hinder, 
but cauſe amt! procure ſome ſuitable means of in- 
ſtruction for them in the knowledge of the Chriſ- 
tian religion. And 'agreeable to the late royal 
Proclamation, fur the Encouragement of Piety and 
Virtue, and for the preventing and puniſhing of Vice, 
Profanenejs and Immoralily; that by no means, un- 
der any pretence whatſoever, either for them- 
fel ves or their maſters, the ſlaves under their 
ſubjection thould not be ſuffered to work on the 
Sabbath days, unleſs it be ſuch works as * 
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and'mercy may require. But that thoſe days, as 
well as ſome * hours ſelected for the — 
mould be appropriated for the time of their in- 
ſtruction; and that if any of their owners ſhould 
not provide ſuch ſuitable inftruftors for them, 
that thoſe ſlaves ſhould be taken away from them 
and given to others who would maintain and in- 
ſtruct them for their labour. And that it ſhould 
be made known to the ſlaves, that thoſe who 
had been above ſeven years in the iſlands or elſe- 
where, if they had obtained any competent de- 
gree of knowledge of the Chriſtian religion, and 
the laws of civilization, and had behaved them- 
felves honeſtly and decently, that they ſnould im- 
mediately become free; and that their owners 
mould give them reaſonable wages and mainte- 
nance for their labour, and not eauſe- them to 
go away unleſs they could find ſome ſuitable 
employ ment-elſewhere. And accordingly, from 
the date of their arrival to ſeven years; as they 
arrive at ſome fuitable progreſs/ in knowledge, 
and behaved themſelves honeſtly, that they ſhould 
de getting free in the courſe of that time, and at 
the end of ſeven years to let every honeſt man 
and woman become free; for in the courſe of 
that time, they would have ſufficiently paid their 
owners by their labour, both for their firſt pur- 
poſe, and for the expences attending their edu- 
cation, By being thus inſtructed in the courſe 
of (even years, they would become traftable and 
obedient, uſeful labourers, dutiful ſervants and 
good ſubjects; and Chriſtian men might have the 
honor and happineſs to ſee many of them vieing 
with themſelves to praiſe the God of their ſalva- 
tion. And it might be another neceſſary duty 
for Chriſtians, in the courſe of that tame, to 
48 K 2 make 
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make enquiry concerning ſome. of their friends 
and relations in Africa: and if they found any 


intelligent perſons amongſt them, to give them 


as good education as they could, and find out a 
way of recourſe to their friends; that as ſoon 
as they had made any progreſs in uſeful learning 
and the knowledge of the Chriſtian religion, 
they might be ſent back to Africa, to be made 
uſeful there as ſoon, and as many of them as 
could be made fit for inſtructing others. The 
reſt would become uſeful reſidentors in the colo- 
nies ; where there might be employment enough 
given to all free people, with ſuitable wages ac- 
cording to their uſetulneſs, in the improvement 
of land; and the more encouragement that 
could be given to agriculture, and every other 
branch of uſeful induſtry, would thereby en- 
creaſe the number of the inhabitants; without 
which any couotry, however: a doby. — 
muſt continue poor. _ 
And, thirdly; 4 id propoſes: that > fleet-of 
ſome thips of war ſhould be immediately ſent to 
the coaſt of Africa, and particularly where the 
ſla ve trade is carried on, with faithful men to di- 
rect that none ſhould be brought from the coaſt 
of Africa without their own conſent and the ap- 
probation of their friends, and to intercept all 
merchant thips that were bringing them away, 
until ſueh a ſcrutiny was made, whatever nation 
they belonged to. And, I would ſuppoſe, if Great- 
Britain was to do any ihing of this kind, that it 
would meet with the general approbation and aſ- 
ſiſtanee of other Chriſtian nations; but whether 
it did or not, it could be very lawfully done at all 
the Britiſh forts and ſetilements on the coaſt of 
Africa ; and — remonſtrances could be 
given 
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given to all the reft, to warn them of the conic- 
quences of ſuch an evil and enormous wicked 
traffic as is now carried on. The Dutch have ſome 
crocodile ſettlers at the Cape, that ſhould be cal - 
led to a particular account for their murders and 
iuhuman darbarities. But all the preſent gover- 
nors of the Britiſh forts and factories ſhould be 
diſmiſſed, and faithful and good men appointed 
in their room; and thoſe: forts and factories, 
which at preſent are a den of thieves, might be 
turned into ſhepherd's tents, and have good ſhep- 
herds ſent to call the flocks to feed beſide them. 
Then would doors of hoſpitality in abundance be 
opened in Africa to ſupply the weary travellers, 
and that immenſe abundance which they are en- 
riched with, might be diffuſed afar ; but the cha- 
racter of the inhabitants on the weſt coaſt of Afri- 
ca, and the rich produce of their country, have 
been too long miſrepreſented by avaricious plun- 
derers and merchants who deal in ſlaves; and if 
that country was not annually ravithed and laid 
waſte, there might be a very confiderable and 
profitable trade carried on with the Africans, 


And, ſhould the noble Britons, + who have 


often ſupported their own liberties with their lives 
and fortunes, extend their philanthropy to abo- 
hih the ſlavery and on of the Africans, 
they might have ſettlements and many kingdoms 
united in a friendly alliance with themſelves, 
which might be made greatly to their on ad- 
vantage, as well as they might have the happineſs 
of being uſeful to promoting the proſperity and 
felicity of others, who have been cruelly injured 
and wrongfully: dealt with. Were the Africans 
to be dealt' with in a friendly manner, and kind 
inſtruction to be adminiſtered unto them, as by 
— K 3 degrees 
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degrees they became to love learning, there would 
be nothing in their power, but what they. would, 
with to render their ſervice in return for the 
means of improving their underſtanding; and 
the preſent Britith ſactories, and other ſettlements, 
might be enlarged" to a very great extent. And 
as Great-Britain has been remarkable for ages 
paſt, for encouraging arts and ſciences, and may 
now be put in competition with any nation in the. 
known world, if would take compaſſion. on, 
the inhabitants of the .coaſt of Guinea, and to 
make uſe of ſuch means as would be needful-to 
enlighteni their minds in the knowledge of Chriſ- 
tianity, their virtue, in this reſpect, would have 
its own reward. And as the Africans became re- 
fined and eſtabliſhed in light and knowledge, 
they would imitate their noble Britiſh friends, to 
improve their lands, and make uſe of that induſ- 
try as the nature of their country might require, 
and to ſupply thoſe that would trade with them, 
with ſuch productions as the nature of their eli - 
mate would produce; and, in every reſpect, the 
fair Britons would have the preference with them 
to a very great extent ; and; in another reſpect, 
they would become a kind of firſt ornament to 
Great-Britain ſor her tender and compaſſionate 
care of ſuch a ſet of diſireſſed poor ignorant peo- 
| And were the noble Britons, and their 
auguſt Sovereign, to cauſe proteRion and encour- 
agement: to be given to thoſe Africans, they might 
expect in a ſhort time, if need required it, to re- 
ceive from thence great ſupplies of men in a law» 
ful way, either for induſtry or defence; and of 
other things in abundance, from ſo great a ſource, 
where every thing is luxurious and plenty, if not 
laid waſte by barbarity and groſs DO = 
ue 
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Due encouragement being given to ſo great, ſo 
Juſt, and ſuch a noble undertaking, would ſoon 
bring more revenue in 2+ righteous: way to the 
Britiſh nation, than ten time its ſhare in all the 
profits. that ſlavery can produce “; and ſuch a 
laudable example would inſpire every generous 
and enterprizing mind; to imitate ſo great and 
worthy a nation, for eſtabliſhing religion, juſtice, 
and equity to the — in doing this, 
would be held in the higheſt eſteem by all men, 
and be admired by all the world. - 

| Theſe three preceding conſiderations. may ſuf - 
fice at preſent to ſhew, that ſome plan might be 
adopted in ſuch a manner as cffecually- to relieve - 
the grievances and oppreſſion. of the. Africans, 
and to bring great honour and. bleſſings to that 
nation, and to all men whoſoever would endea - 
vour to promote fo great good to mankind 3 and 
it might render more conſpicuous advantages to 
the noble Britons, as the firſt doers of it, and 
greater honour than the finding of America 
was at firſt to thoſe: that made the diſcovery : 
Though ſeveral difficultics may ſeem to ariſe at 
firſt, and the good to be ſought after may ap- 
pear as remote and unknown, as it was to explore 
the unknown regions of the Weſtern Ocean; 


A gentleman of my acquaintance: told me that, if ever he 
hears tell of any thing of this kind taking place, he has a 
plan in contemplation, which, would, in ſome equitable man- 
ner, produce from one million to fifteen millions ſterling to 
the Britiſh government annually, as it might be required; of 
which a duc ion of that revenue would be paid by the 
Africans ; and that it wauld prevent all ſmuggling and illicit 
trafic; in a great meaſure, prevent running into debt, lo 
impriſonment, and all  untayfal bankruptcies ; effectunl 
prevent all diſhoneſty and fwindling,' dd alen put an 
to all robbery, fraud and theft. 14 82 | 

ſhould 
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ſhould it be ſought after, like the intrepid Colum- 
bus, if they do not find Kingdoms of wealth by 
the way, they may be certain of finding treaſures 
of happineſs and peace in the end. But ſhould 
there be any yet alive deſerving the infamy and 
character of all the harſh things which 1 have 
aſcribed to the inſidious carriers on of the ſlavery 
and commerce of the human ſpecies, they will 
certainly object to any thing of this kind being 
propoſed, or ever thought of. as doing ſo great 
a good to the baſe Black Negroes whom they 
make their prey. To ſuch I muſt ſay again, 
that it would be but a juſt commutation for what 
cannot be fully reſtored, in order to make reſto- 
ration, as far as could be, for the injuries already 
done to them. And ſome may ſay, that if they 
have wages to pay to the labourers for manufac- 
turing the Weſt- India productions, that they 
would not be able to ſell them at ſuch a price as 
would ſuit the European market, unlefs all the 
different nations agreed to raiſe the price of their 
commadities in proportion, Whatever bad 
neighbours men may have to deal with, let the 
upright ſhew themfelves to be honeſt men, and 
that difficuly, which ſome may ſear, would be 
but ſmall, as there. can be no reaſon for men to 
do wrong becauſe others do ſo; but as to what 
is conſumed in Great - Britain, they could raiſe the 
price in proportion, and it would be better to ſip 
the Weſt-India ſweetneſs by paying a little more 
money for. it (if it ſhould be found needful) than 
to. drink the blood, of iniquity at a cheaper rate. 
know ſeveral ladies in England who refuſe to 
drink ſugar in their tea, becauſe of the cruel in- 
juries done to the Black People employed in the 
culture of it at tne Weſt-Indies. - But ſhould it 


coſt 
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coſt the Weſt-Indians more money to have their 
manufactories carried by the labour of freemen 
than with ſlaves, it would be attended with greater 
bleflings and advantages to them in the end. 
What the wages ſhould be for the labour of free- 
men, is a queſtion not fo eaſily determined; yet 
I ſhould think, that it always ought to be ſome- 
thing more than merely victuals and cloaths ; and 
if a man works by the day, he ſhould have the 
three hundredth part of what might be eſtimated 
as ſafficient to keep him in neceſſary cloaths and 
provifions for a year, and, added to that, ſuck 
wages of reward as their uſefulneſs might require, 
Something of this kind ſhould be obſerved in free 
countries, and then the price of proviſions would 
be kept at ſuch a rate as the induftrious poor 
could live, without being oppreſſed and ſcrewed 
down to work for nothing, but only barely to 
live. And were every civilized nation, where 
they boaſt ot liberty, ſo ordered by its govern- 
ment, that ſome general and uſeful employment 
were provided for every induftrious man and wo- 
man, in ſuch a manner that none ſhould ſtand 
fill and be idle, and have to fay that they could 
not get employment, fo long as there are barren 
lands enough at home and abroad fufficient to 
employ thouſands and millions of people more 
than there are. This, in a great meaſure, would 
prevent thieves and robbers, and the labour of 
many would ſoon enrich a nation. But thoſe 
employed by the general community ſhould only 
have their maintenance either given or eſtimated 
in money, and half the wages of others, which 
would make them ſeek out for ſomething elſe 
whenever they could, and half a loaf would be 
petter than no bread, The men that were em- 


ployed 
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ployed in this manner, would form an uſeful mi- 
litia, and the women would be kept from a ſtate 
of miſery and want, and from following a life of 
diſſolute wickedneſs. Liberty and freedom, where 
people may ſtarve for want, can do them but lit» | 
He good. We want many rules of civilization in 
Airica ; but, in many reſpects, we may boaſt of 
forme more eſſential liberties than any of the civi- 
liaed nations in Europe enjoy; for the pooreſt 
amongſt us are never in diftreſs for want, unleſs 
ſbme general and uniyerfal calamity happen to 
vs. But if any nation or ſociety of men were io 
obſerve the laws of God, and to keep his com- 
wandments, and walk in the way of righteouſ- 
Beſs, they would not need to fear the heat in ſul- 
try hot climates, nor the freezing inclemency of 
the cold, and the ſtorms and hurricanes would, 
vot hurt them at all; they might ſoon ſee bleſ- 
kings and plenty in abundance ſhowered down up- 
on their mountains and vallies; and if his bene+s 
. Keence was ſought after, who martials- out the 
draps of the dew, and bids the winds to blow, 
and to carry the elouds on their wings to drop 
down their moiſture and fatneſs on what ſpot ſo- 
ever he pleaſeth, and who cauſeth the genial rays 
of the fun to warm and cherith the productions 
of the earth in every place according to that 
temperature which he ſecs meet; then might the 
temperate climes of Great-Britain be ſeen to vie 
with the rich land of Canaan of old, which is 
now, becauſe of the wickedneſs of its inhabitants, 
m-compariſon of what it Was, as only a barren 
delart, | | 
Particular thanks is due to every one of that hu- 
mane ſociety of worthy and reſpectful gentlemeng 
whoſe liberality bath ſupported many of the Black 
g poor 
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poor about London- Tbeſe that honor tbein 
Maker haue mercy on the poor ; aud mam 
are upon the head of the juſt: may the fear. 
Lord prolong their days, and cauſe their mamory 10 
be bleſſed, and may their number be encreg/ed to fill 
their expect ation with glagneſs x for they have not 
only cammiſerated the pour in general, buf even, 
theſe which are, accounted as. beaſts, and im as 
vile in the: ſight of others. The part that the 
Britiſh government has taken, to,co-operate with 
them, has certainly a flattering and laudable ap- 
pearance of doing ſome good; and the; fitting 
out ſhips to ſupply a company of Black People 
with clothes and provifions, and to carry them to 
ſettle at Sierra Leona, in the Weſt coaſt of Africa, 
as a free colony to Great-Britain, in a peaceable 
alliance with the inhabitants, has every appear - 
ance of honour, and the apptobation of friends. 
According to the plan, humanity. hath made its 
appearance in a more honorable way of coloni- 
zation, tnan any Chriſtian nation have ever done 
before, and may be productive of much good, if 
they continue to encourage. and ſupport them. 
But after all, there is ſome doubt whether their 
own flattering expectation in the manner as ſet 
forth to them, and the hope of their friends may 
not be defeated and rendered abortive; and 
there is ſome reaſon to fear, that they never will 
be ſettled as intended, in any permanent and 
peaceable way at Sierra Leona. 

This proſpect of ſettling a free colony to Great · 
Britain in a peaccable alliance with the inhabit- 
ants of Africa at Sierra Leona, has neither alto» 
gether met with the credulous approbation. of 
the Africans here, nor yet been fought after with, 


any prudent and right plan by the nn 
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it. Had a treaty of agreement been firſt made 
with the inhabitants of Africa, and the terms and 
nature of ſuch a ſettlement fixed upon, and its 
fituation'and boundary pointed out; then might 
the Africans, and others here, have embarked 
with a good proſpect of enjoying happineſs and 
proſperity themſelves, and have gone with a hope 
of being able to render their ſervices, in return, 
of ſome advantage to their friends and benefac- 
tors of Great - Britain. But as this was not done, 
and as they were to be hurried away at all events, 
come of them after what would; and yet, after 
all, to be delayed in the ſhips betore they were 
ſet out from the eoaft, until many of them have 
periſhed with cold, and other diforders, and fe- 
veral of the moſt intelligent among them are 
dead, and others that, in all probability, would 
have been moſt uſeful for them were hindered 
from going, by means of ſome difagreeable jea- 
louſy of thoſe who were appointed as governors, 
the great proſpect of doing good teems all to be 
blows away. And fo- it appeared to ſome of 
thoſe who are now gone, and at laſt, hap hazard, 
were obliged to go; who endeavoured in vain 
to get away by plunging into the water, that 
they might, if poſſible wade aſhore, as dreading 
the proſpect ot their wretched fate, and as be- 
holding their perilous fitnation, having every 
proſpect of difficulty and ſurrounding danger. 
What with the death of fome of the original 
promoters and propoſers 'of this charitable un- 
dertaking, and the death and deprivation 'of 
others that were to ſhare the benefit of it, and 
by the adverſe motives of thoſe employed to be 
the conductors thereof, we think it will be more 
than what can be well expected, if we ever — 
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of any good in proportion to ſo great, well 
defigned - laudable and expenſive charity. Many 
mort of the Black People ſtill; in this country 
would have, with great! gladneſs, embraced the 
opportunity, longing to reach their native land 
but at the old ſaying is, A burnt child dteads the 
fire, ſome of theſe unfortunate; ſons, and daugh- 
ters of Africa have been ſcverally unlawfully 
dragged away from their native abodes, under 
various pretences, by the inſidĩous treachery of 
others, and hade been brought into the hands of 
barbarous robbers and pirates, and, like ſheep 
toithe, market, have been fold. into captivity and 
ſlayery, and thereby have been deptived of their 
natural liberty and erty, and every connec- 
tion that they held dear and valuable, and ſub- 
jected to the eruel. ſervice of; the; hard- hearted 
brutes called planters. But ſome of them, hy 
various ſervices either to the public or to indi» 
viduals, as more particularly in the courſe of laſt 
war, have gotten their liberty again in this free 
country. They are thankful for the reſpite, but 
afraid of being enſnared again; for: the Euro- 
ſeafaring pedple in general, who trade to 

reign, parts, haue ſuch a prejudiceragainft Black 
People, that they uſe! them more like aſſes than 
men, ſo that a Hlack Man is ſcarceiy ever ſafe 
among them. Much aſſiduity was made uſe to 
perſwade the Black People in genetal to embrace 
the opportunity of going with this? company of 
tranſports; but the wiſer ſort declined from all 
thoughts of it, unleſs they could hear of ſome 
better plan taking place for their ſecurity and 
ſaſety. For as it ſeemed prudent and obvious to 


many of them taking heed to that ſacred en- 
. 1? quiry, Doth a fountain ſend forth at the ſame place 
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fweet ater amd bitter? They were atraid that 
their doom would be to drink of the bitter wa- 
ter. For can it be readily conceived that go- 
vernment would eftablith'a free colony for them 
nearly on the ſpot, while it ſupports its forts and 
garriſons, to enſnare, merchandize, and to carry 
others into captivity and ſlavery. n n 
Above fifty years ago, P. Gordon, in his Geo- 
graphy, though be was no advocate againtt ſla- 
very, complains ofi the barbarities committed 
againſt the Heathen nations, and the baſe uſage 
of 'the negroe ſlaves ſubjected to bondage as 
brures, deprived of-ycligion 'as men. 'His 
remark on the religion of the American iſlands, 
tays': „ for the negrot ſlaves; their lot has 
„ hitherto. been, and ſtilbis, tb ſet vr ſach Chriſ- 
*+ tian miſlers, who ſufficiently declare what 
**' zeal they have for their converftiun, by un- 
* kindly-ufing a ſerious divine ſome time ago, 
* for only propofing to endeavour: the fame.” 
This was above half a century ago, and their un- 
chriſtian barbarity is ſtill continued. Even in 
the little time that Ia in Grenada, I faw a 
fave receive twenty-four lathes; of a whip for 
being ſeen at a church ona Sunday, inſtead of 
going to work in the fields; and thoſe whom 
they put the greateſt confidence in, are often 
ſerved in the fame manner. The noble propoſals 
offered for ĩnſtructing the heathen nations and pro- 
ple in his Geography, has been attended to with 
great ſupineneſs and indifference. ' The author 
withes, that “ ſincere endeavours might be made 
© to extend the limits of our Saviour's kingdom, 
with thoſe of our own dominions; and to 
* ſpread the true religion as far as the Britiſh ſails 
have done for traffic,” And he adds, Let 
_ | : 66 our 
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* our planters duly conſider, that to extirpate 
natives, is rather a ſupplanting than planting a 
new colony; and xhat it is far more honours 
ble to overcome paganiſm in one, than to de- 
„ ſtroy 2 thouſand pagans. Each convert is 4 
© conqueſt. | e I 
Io put an end to the nakednefs of ſlavery and 
merchandizing of men, and to prevent murder, 
extirpation and diſſolution, is what every righte 
ous nation ought to ſeek after ; and to endeavout 
to diffuſe knowledge and inſtruction to all the hea+ 
then nations wherever they can, is the grand du- 
ty of all Chriſtian men. But while the horrible 
traffic of ſlavery is admitted and practiced, there 
can be but litftle-hope of any good propoſals meet- 
ing with ſucceſs anywhere; for the aban- 
doned carriers of it on have ſpread the poifon of 
their iniquity wherever they come, at home and 
abroad. Were the iniquitous laws in ſupport of 
it, and the whole of that oppreſſion and injuſtice 
aboliſhed, and the righteous las of Chriſtianity, 
equity, juſtice and humanity eſtabliſhed in the 
room thereof, multitudes of nations would flork 
to the ſtandard of truth, and iuſſead of revolting 
away, they would count it their greateſt happi- 
nefs to be under the protection and juriſdiction 
of a righteous government. And in that reſpect, 
in the multitude of the people is the King's bonour; 
but in the want of people, is the dt/hruibion of "tht 
Prince. J6lts, 2.8 ; e tet er 
We would wiſh to have the grandeur and fame 
of the Britiſh empire to extend 'far and wide ; 
and the glory and honor of God to be promoted 
dy it, and the intereſt of Chriſtianity ſet forth 
among all the nations wherever its influence- and 
power can extend; but not to he ſupported by 
a the 


144 THOUGHTS AND SENTIMENTS 


the - inſidious, pirates, depredators, murderers 
and ſlave - holders. And as it might diſfuſe know- 
ledge and inſtruction to others, that it might 
receive a tribute ai reward ſrom all its territo- 
ries, forts and garriſons, without being oppreſ- 
five to any. But contrary to this the wickedneſs 
df many of the White People who keep flaves, 
and contrary to all the laws and duties of Chriſ- 
tianity which the Seriptures teach, they have in 
general endeayoured to keep, the Black. People in 
total ignorance as much as they can, which muſt 
be a great diſhonor to any Chriſtian government, 
and injurious to the ſafety and happineſs of rulers; 

Bat in order to diffuſe any knowledge of Chriſ. 
tianity to the unlearned Heathens, thoſe who un- 
dertake to do any thing therein ought to be wiſe 
and honeſt men. Their own learning, though 
the more the better, is not ſo much required as 
that they ſhould be men of the ſame mind and 
principles of the apoſtle: Paul; men that would 
hate coveteouſneſs, and who would hazard their 
lives for the cauſe and goſpel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. I think it needleſs to 
0 to expreſs. how commendable ſuch a deſign 
© would be in itſelf, and how deſirable the pro- 
c“ motion thereof ſhould be to all who, tile them · 
« ſelves Chriſtians, of what party or proſeſſion 
« ſoever they are. Rational methods might be 
taken to have the Scriptures tranſlated into many 
foreign languages ; © and a competent number 
« of young ſtudents of theology might be edu- 
© cated at home in theſe foreign languages, to 
4 afford a conftant ſupply of able men, who 
© might yearly go abroad, and be fufficiently 
« qualified at their firſt-arrival to undertake the 
&« great work for which they were ſent.” But 
. as 
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as a hindrance to this, the many Anti- chriſtian 
errors which are gone abroad into the world, and 
all the popiſh ſuperftition and nonſenſe, and the 
various aſſimilations unto it, with the falſe philo- 
ſophy which abounds a Chriſtians, ſeems to 
threaten with an univerſal deluge ; but God hath 

romiſed to fill the world with a knowledge of 

imſelf, and he hath ſet up his bow, in the ra- 
tional heavens, as well as in the clouds, as a token 
that he will top the proud ways of error and de- 
lufion, that hitherto they may come, and no fare 
ther. The holy arch of truth is to be ſeen in the 
azure paths of the pious and wiſe, and conſpicu- 
ouſly painted in crimſon over the martyrs tombs, 
Theſe, with the golden altars of truth, built up 
by the reformed churches, and many pious, good 
and righteous men, are bulwarks that will ever 
ſtand againſt all the forts of error. Teaching 


would be exceeding neceſſary to the pagan na- 


tions and ignorant people in every place and 
ſituation; but they do not need any unſeriptural 
forms and ceremonies to be taught unto them z 
they can deviſe ſuperſtitions enough among them» 
felves, and church government too, if ever they 
need any. 

And hence we would agree in this one thing 
with that erroneous philoſopher, who has lately 
wrote An Apology for Negro Slavery, But if the 
* ſlave is only to be made acquainted with the 
form, without the fubſtance ; if he is only to 

* be decked out with the external trappings of 
religion; if he is only to be taught the un- 
** cheering principles of gloomy ſuperſtition; or, 
** it he is only to be inſpired with the intemperate 
frenzy of enthuſiaſtic fanaticiſm, it were better 


* that he remained in that dark ſtate, where he 


** could not ſee good from ill,” But theſe words 
L intemperatey 
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utemperate, frenzy, enthuſiaſtic; and fanaticiſm may 
be variouſly applied, and often wrongfully ; but, 
perhaps never better, or more fitly, than to be 
aſcribed as the genuine character of this author's 
brutiſh philoſophy ; and he may ſubſcribe it, and 
the meaning of theſe words, with as much affinity 
to kimſelf, as he bears a relation to a Hume, or 
to his friend Tobin. The poor negroes in the 
Weft-Indics, have ſuffered enough by ſuch reli. 
— as the philoſophers of the North produce ; 
Neſtants, as they are called, are the moſt bar- 
batous flave-holders, and there are none can equal 
the Scotoh floggers and negroe- drivers, and the 
barbarous Dutch cruelties. Perhaps as the church 
of Rome begins to fink in its power, its followers 
may encreaſe in virtue and humanity ; ſo that 
„who are the profeſſed. adherents thereof, 
would-even bluſh and abhor the very mention of 
the cruelty and bloody deeds that their anceftors 
have committed; and we find ſlavery itfelf more 
tole rable among them, than it is in the Proteſtant 
countries. 91 4% e 
But I ſhall add another obſervation, which I am 
to find among Chriſtians, and 1 think it is 

a great deficiency among the clergy in general, 
when covetous and profligate men are admitted 
amongſt them, who either do not know, or 
dare not ſpeak the truth, but neglect their 
duty much, or do it with ſuch ſupineneſs, that 
it becomes good for nothing. Sometimes an 
old woman ſelling matches, will preach a bet- 
ter, and a more orthodox ſermon, than ſome 
of the clergy, who are only decked out (as Mr. 
Turnbul calls — with the external trappings 
of religion. Much of the great wickedneſs 


of others lieth at their door, and theſe words of 


the Prophet are applicable to them: And firft, 
faith 
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faith the Lord; T coil 4coOmprtict Bris" f, und 
bei fin double; Wwhauſe they babe id my lan 
they have filled mins inborituuce "ith / the tarthfts 
their deteftable'and abommuable things: Such are the 
errors of men. Church, fignifſes an aſſembly of 
people; but a building of wood, brick or fone, 
where the 11 is generally Caf 
led ſo; and ſhould the people be frightened away 
by the many abominable dead carcaſes Which the 
meet with, they ſhould follow the multitudes to 
the fields, to the vallies, to the mountains, to the 
iſlands, to the rivers, and to the ſhips, and com- 
pel them to come in, that the Houſe of the Lord 
may be filled. But when we find ſome of the 
covetous connivers with flave-holders, in the 
Weft-Indies, ſo ignorant as to difpute whether à 
Pagan can be baptized without giving him à 
Chriſtian name; we cannot expect much from 
them, or think that they wil follow aftet muck 

l. No name, whether Chiriſtian or Pagam, 
any thing to do with baptiſin; — | 
qualities of knowledge and faith be found in a 
man, he may be baptized Jet bis name be what 
it will. And Chriſtianity does not require that 
we ſhould be deprived of our on perſonal name, 
or the name of our anceſtors; but'it may very 
fitly add another name unto us, Chrifttan, or 
one Anointed, And it might as well be anſwered 
{s to that queſtion in the Englifh liturgy, Vat 
is your name A Chriſtian. of 
&« A Chriſtian is the higheſt flile of man ! 
« And is there, who the bleſſed croſs wipes 4 
« As a foul blot, from his diſbonor d brow 
* If angels tremble, tis at ſuch a ſight * - 
& The wretch they quit diſponding of their charge, 
« More ftruck with grief or wonder who can tell? 
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And let me now hope that you will pardon me 
in all that I have been thus telling you, O ye in- 
habitants of Great-Britain! to whom I owe the 
greateſt reſpect; to your king | to yourſelves |! 


and to your government! And tho' many things 


which I have written may ſeem harſh, it cannot be 
otherwiſe evaded when ſuch horible iniquity is 
tranſacted ; and tho” to ſome what I have faid 
may appear as the ratthng leaves of autumn, that 
may ſoon be blown away and whirled in a vortex 
where few can hear and know: I muſt yet ſay, al- 
though it is not for me to determine the manner, 
that the voice of our complaint implies a ven- 
geance, becauſe of the great iniquity that you 
have done, and becauſe of. the cruel injuſtice ; 


. unto us Africans; and it ought to ſound in your 


ears as the rolling waves around your circum- am- 
bient ſhores ; and if it is not hearkened unto, it 
may yet ariſe with a louder voice, as the rolling 
thunder, and it may encreaſe in the force of its 
volubility, not only to ſhake the leaves of the moſt 


ſtout in heart, but to rend the mountains before 


them, and tocleaye in pieces the rocks under them, 
and to go on with fury to {mite the ſtouteſt oaks 
in the foreſt; and even to make that which is 
ftrong, and wherein you think that your ſtrength 
lieth, to become as tiubble, and as the fibres of 
Totten wood, that will do you no good, and your 
truſt in it will become a ſnare. of infatuation to 
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